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lEyposttfon  3nternationale  be  %\cqc. 

THE  entire  British  Section  at  the  Liege  Exhibition  is  in  a 
state  of  unpreparedness  which  renders  well  nigh  im- 
possible any  attempt  to  deal  systematically  with  the  ex- 
hibits, or  perhaps  it  would  be  more  correct  to  say  the 
"  proposed"  exhibits.  The  space  allotted  to  Great  Britain 
is  utterly  unworthy  of  the  importance  of  this  country  as  an 
industrial  centre,  and  shows  up  in  most  depressing  contrast 
with  the  magnificent  general  exhibits  made  by  such  countries 
as  Belgium,  France,  and  Germany.  The  British  section, 
moreover,  is  jammed  up  in  a  corner  of  the  Hall  of  Industry 
and  Commerce  in  such  a  position  that  it  seems  doubtful 
whether  the  mere  casual  visitor  to  the  Exhibition  will  ever 
stumble  across  it  except  by  accident.  All  told  there  are 
only  about  fifty  stands  to  represent  the  produce  of  British 
manufacturers.  So  far  as  it  was  possible  to  ascertain  the 
names  of  British  firms  represented  there,  the  following  was 
a  complete  list  on  May  30  of  the  exhibits  of  interest  to  our 
readers  : 

Messrs.  Blyth  &  Piatt,  Solar  Works,  Watford,  Herts, 
and  Manchester,  show  "  Cobra "  boot-polishes  in  brown, 
black,  and  white,  and  also  make  a  speciality  of  outfits  both 
in  cardboard  boxes  and  in  oxidised  metal  and  enamel  boxes. 
Cycle  enamels  and  polishes  and  pastes  for  leather  and 
harness  are  also  shown,  and  not  the  least  attractive  item  of 
the  exhibit  is  a  vivacious  damsel,  who  is  prepared  to  polish 
the  boots  of  passers-by  free  of  charge. 

Messrs.  F.  Darton  &  Co.,  St.  John  Street,  Clerkenwell, 
have  a  very  nice  showcase  of  their  barometers,  thermo- 
meters, and  optical  and  general  scientific  goods. 

Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Co.,  Ltd.,  have  a  bottle-shaped 
stand,  at  which  a  flaxen-haired  damsel  is  engaged  in  ex- 
plaining to  the  passers-by  (who  visit  the  stand  at  the  risk  of 
their  necks  from  the  close  proximity  of  a  light  railway  in  in- 
cessant use)  the  merits  and  capabilities  of  "'Cyllin."  Jeyes' 
Fluid  is  also  well  to  the  fore. 

The  Belgians  are  to  have  a  treat  in  the  shape  of  facilities 
for  tasting  Mackintosh's  toffee,  but  our  representative  at 
the  time  of  his  visit  was  quite  unable  to  obtain  sweet  solace 
of  this  kind,  as  the  stand  of  John  Mackintosh,  Ltd.,  was  not 
then  erected. 

The  Nugget  Polish  Co.,  of  Vauxhall  Street,  London,  S.E., 
are  represented  by  a  nice  display  of  their  boot  and  other 
polishes,  which  they  are  seeking  to  introduce  on  the  Con- 
tinent. 

A  well-arranged  display  is  that  of  the  United  Alkali  Co., 
Ltd.,  St.  Helens  and  Widnes,  comprising  specimens  of  their 
heavy-chemical  products,  including  alkalies,  chromic  acid, 
flowers  of  sulphur,  rock  sulphur,  copper  sulphate,  and  potas- 
sium chlorate. 

Spratt's  Patent,  Ltd.,  have  an  excellent  exhibit  of  their 
foods  and  specialities  for  domestic  animals,  in  the  British 
section  close  to  the  main  entrance  of  the  Industrial  Palace; 
and  near  by  it  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  have  a 
good  display  of  their  "  tabloid "  manufactures  and  other 
goods. 


Colonial  ant)  jforetgn  mews. 


They  Waited.— In  Kieff  on  April  24  an  extraordinary 
meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  convened  to  hear 
an  address  by  Professor  M.  B.  Blauberg,  of  the  Odessa 
University.  His  train  was  late  :  but  he  telegraphed  that 
he  was  on  the  way,  and  the  anxious  audience  waited  from 
ten  o'clock  till  after  midnight,  when  he  arrived  and  com- 
menced his  lecture  on  rational  disinfection,  and  continued 
till  2  a.m.,  when  the  sitting  was  adjourned  till  4p.m. 

Foe  Nicotine  Manufacturers.— The  Italian  Minister  of 
Finance  notifies  for  June  15  the  sale  by  auction  of  the 
extract  of  tobacco  produced  in  the  Italian  Monopoly  fac- 
tories and  destined  for  exportation.  The  quantity  will  be 
between  2,500  cwt.  and  3,500  cwt.  annually.  The  sale 
will  be  for  a  period  of  six  years  and  will  be  adjudicated  to 
the  highest  bidder.  Particulars  can  be  had  at  any  of  the 
Italian  Consulates  abroad. 

An  Effective  Exterminator. — The  farmers  at  La 
Rochelle  and  the  neighbouring  districts  are  greatly  troubled 
with  field-mice,  their  numbers  being  estimated  in  millions. 
Many  methods  of  extermination  have  been  employed,  among 
them  the  Danysz  virus,  which  is  prepared  in  combination 
with  a  tempting  broth,  and  is  sent  down  from  the  Pasteur 
Institute  in  Paris  in  bottles  on  receipt  of  requisitions  from 
the  mayors  of  the  communes  affected.    The  inhabitants  are 


then  marshalled  by  the  Mayor  in  semi-military  formation, 
and  the  bait  spread  methodically.  It  is  claimed  that  the 
mortality  induced  by  it  as  the  result  of  .experiments  in  the 
case  of  field-mice  is  as  high  as  98  per  cent,  within  fifteen 
days.  This  is  mainly  owing  to  the  contagious  nature  of  the 
virus  in  regard  to  rats  and  mice  only. 

Proprietaries  in  Russia. — In  the  Medical  Council  of 
Russia  a  project  is  under  process  of  elaboration  for  altering 
the  regulations  as  to  the  introduction  of  proprietary  medi- 
cines into  the  country.  In  this  connection  the  "  Vratcheb- 
naya  Gaxeta "  says  that  no  restrictive  method  of  heavy 
duties  will  stop  the  growing  importation  into  Russia  of 
patent  medicines.  Advertising  always  does  its  work,  and 
however  dear  these  widely-advertised  remedies  may  be 
people  of  limited  means  or  otherwise  will  obtain  them.  Only 
one  of  two  things  is  possible  :  either  the  complete  suppres- 
sion of  secret  patent  medicines  in  Russia  or  a  strong  sur- 
veillance to  make  sure  that  the  medicines  admitted  shall  not 
be  sold  indiscriminately,  but  only  from  pharmacies  and 
only  by  prescription,  and  that  on  the  labels  and  on  the 
advertisements  the  specific  curative  nature  of  the  medicine 
or  the  directions  for  use  shall  not  appear.  All  these  measures 
have  been  decreed  by  the  Medical  Council,  but  they  are  not 
carried  out.  The  curative  properties  of  medicines  admitted 
into  the  country  are  printed  in  all  the  newspapers,  in- 
cluding the  Government  "  Gazette,"  while  patent  medicines 
freely  circulate  among  the  public. 


College  Iftote. 


Metbopolitan  College  of  Pharmacy.— The  prospectus  of 
the  thirteenth  session  of  this  College,  just  issued,  gives  a 
concise  and  unassuming  history  of  the  phenomenal  success  of 
this  much-favoured  teaching  institution.  During  the  past 
eleven  years  more  than  11,000  candidates  from  the  College 
have  been  successful  at  the  examinations,  forming  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  total  pass  in  London  from  all  sources  during  that 
period.  Students  in  search  of  a  thorough  examination  train- 
ing should  write  for  a  copy  of  the  prospectus  to  Mr.  Walter  S. 
Carver,  Secretary  of  the  College,  160  and  162  Kennington 
Park  Road,  London,  S.E. 


Coming  Events. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received  by 
Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 
Monday,  June  5. 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly, 
W.,  at  8  p.m.    Mr.  R.  W.  Sindall  on  "  The  Manufacture 
and  Use  of  Art  Papers,"  and  Messrs.  Beadle  and  Stevens 
on  "  The  Influence  of  Gelatin-sizing  on  the  Strength  of 
Paper." 

Thursday,  June  8. 

West  Ham  Chemists'  Association.  Third  annual  outing  to 
Epping  Forest.  Brakes  will  leave  Earlham  Hall,  Forest 
Gate,  at  2.45  p.m.  Tickets  for  the  return  journey,  2s.  bd. 
each  (if  including  tea  at  High  Beech,  4s.  bd.  each),  can  be 
had  from  Mr.  W.  R.  Barnes,  10  Terrace  Road,  Plais- 
tow,  E. 

Leicester  Chemists'  Cricket  Club. — Match  with  Leicester 
Doctors,  at  the  Old  County  Ground,  Aylestone,  at 
2.30  p.m. 


The  Thames  Valley  Chemists'  Association  are  arranging 
a  river  trip  for  members  and  friends  on  July  12,  of  which 
further  particulars  will  be  given  later. 

The  Noeth  Kent  Chemists'  Association  are  arranging  for 
a  social  gathering  at  Dartford  on  June  21,  when  a  party  of 
members  will  be  conducted  over  the  "  Daily  Telegraph " 
Paper  Mills.  Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke,  Hon.  Secretary,  21  High 
Street,  Gravesend,  will  supply  full  particulars. 

The  Combined  Excubsion  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  the  Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association,  and 
the  North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  Association  will  take  place 
on  Thursday,  June  15,  to  Cannock  Chase,  leaving  Birming- 
ham (L.  &  N.W.)  at  1  p.m.,  Wolverhampton  1.30  p.m.,  Stafford 
2.15  p.m.  Tickets,  4s.  bd.,  including  meat  tea,  can  be  had  from 
tLs  Secretaries  of  the  Associations. 

The  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association  and  Glasgow 
and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association  combined 
excursion  to  Leadhills  is  fixed  for  June  21.  Tickets  (10s.  each) 
will  be  issued  by  Mr.  R.  L.  Hendry,  27a  Earl  Grey  Street, 
Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour,  312  Cathcart  Road,  Glas- 
gow. A  well-produced  booklet,  giving  full  particulars  and 
an  interesting  account  of  the  district,  has  been  issued  for  the 
use  of  the  excursionists. 
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Exchange  Column— Bargains. 

TERMS. 

^d.  per  word  with  name  and  addrett.    1  d.  per  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 
No  Advertisement  Inserted  for  less  than  8d. 

Remittance*  payable  to  1DWABB  mill,  mmm  •roue*  KABXII'I  BAH,  I  IMITKB 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 


BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

"Chemist  and  Druggist"  ready  for  binding,  1886-1904;  offers. 
Henzell,  Chemist,  Newcastle. 

Extra  Pharmacopoeia  '95,  Lowson's  "Botany,"  Oliver's  ditto;  offers? 

Martin,  Cotham  Pharmacy,  Bristol. 
Eberle's  "Soda- Water  Formulary,"  the  modern  soda  dispenser's  gnide  ; 

over  200  pages;  send  $1  for  cloth-bound  copy.    Address, -Texas 

Drug  Co.,  Dallas,  Texas,  U.S.A. 

What  offers?  Attfield's  "  Chemistry  "  ;  Cooke's,  Oliver's,  and  Green's 
"  Botany  " ;  "Wills's  "  Prtescripta  "  ;  Ince's  "  Latin  Grammar  "  ;  White- 
ley's  "Chemical  Calculations";  Newth's  and  Jago's  <"  Chemistry  " : 
Perkin  and  Kippin's  "Organic  Chemistry."  Darke,  Dittisham, 
Dartmouth. 

OPTICAL  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

No.  1  Panoram  Kodak,  new ;  guinea  cash.  Wilcocksox,  Chemist, 
Hinckley. 

Seven  doz.  Laurance's  spectacles,  Is.  to  3s.  6d. ;  also  3  doz.  folders, 
2s.  6d.,  3s.  6d. ;  whole  or  part,  half-price  and  discount.  "  Specs  " 
(21/10),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

W.  Qt.  finest  Mitcham  lavender  oil,  1901;  what  offers?  Targett, 
-  27  Turnpifce  Lane,  Hornsey. 

Soiled  Patents. — 2  Bow's  liniment;  5  Framptoh's;  4  American  sugar- 
coated  pills  ;  firtt  offer.  Cole,  Glastonbury. 

Overstocked,  unopened  boxes  :  5  doz.  1  oz.  Oxo  at  4s.  6d.,  7  doz.  2  oz. 
at  8s.   Percival,  171  High  Street,  Walthamstow. 

Stocktaking,  to  clear,  40  doz.  Is.  boxes,  20  in- each  box,  head  and 
nerve  powders,  3s.  dozen  post  free,  or  accept  £5  for  lot;  sample 
4  stamps.   Slack,  Hill  Top,  West  Bromwich. 

SHARES. 

Shares  for  Sale.— See  p.  74. 

SHOP  FITTINGS. 

Counter  cases,  about  30 inches  long;  label  drawers.  Crockart,  Mont- 
rose, N.B. 

Fixtures  (good  and  complete)  and  utensils  &c,  of  branch.  Apply  to 
Drug  Stores,  Mill  End,  Waterfoot,  near  Manchester. 

Large  mirror  in  handsome  mahogany  frame,  4  panels  fitted  with  bevelled 
glass  shelves  and  marble  slab,  length  9  feet,  height  4  feet,  suitable  for 
dispensing-screen ;  also  a  quantity  of  mahogany  fronted  shelving. 
Apply,  Hartley,  Harrow. 

Three  16-gal.  carboys,  cut  stoppers;  3  4-gal.  ditto;  large  specie  jar, 
labelled  "magnesia";  9  upright  glass  show-jars;  2  earthenware 
vases,  labelled  "  tamarinds,"  "  honey  "  ;  pill-case,  labelled  "  Blaud's 
pills  "  ;  small  upright  counter-case  ;  anemulsifier  ;  2  sets  brass  weights, 
i  oz.  to  2  lbs. ;  large  outside  lamp;  all  cheap  to  clear.  Taylor, 
9  Easton  Street,  High  Wycombe. 

Bargains,  second-band,  pair  carboys  (Maw  1449,  27s.  each)  30s. ;  ditto 
stands,  10s. ;  ditto  iron  rails  and  brackets,  10s. ;  13  show  jars  (Maw 
1455,  lis.  each),  £3  :  7  ft.  bent  flat  counter  case  18"  x  8"  (Maw 
2740  slue  display  shelves),  £4  10s. ;  pair  of  square  upright  counter 
or  centre  show  cases  fitted  with  2  polished  edge  plate-glass  shelves  and 
moveable  brackets,  £4  10s.  each,  cost  double ;  also  quantity  of  shop 
rounds ;  stamped  addressed  envelope  for  particulars.  Percival, 
171  High  Street,  Walthamstow. 


APPARATUS. 

Evans's  pharmacy  microscope;  mahogany  case,  2  objectives;  acces- 
sories; almost  new;  offers.  Richardson,  18  Ooniston  Boad,  Edin- 
burgh. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Handsome  soda  fountain,  English  make,  with  complete  charging  outfit 
and  accessories ;  cheap.   Male  &  Co.,  Chemists,  Great  Yarmouth. 

Parcel-Post  boxes;  4  gross  8  oz.  and  3A  gross  6-oz.,  lined  corrugated 
paper  ;  whole  or  part ;  samples  4  stamps.  Sage,  Chemist,  Lostwitbiel, 
Cornwall. 

Century  bath  cabinet,  quite  new,  only  used  few  times,  inside  heater,  foot- 
bath, complete;  cost  £4  13s.  net;  price  £2  10s.  144  Parade, 
Leamington. 

Offers. — Beck's  symmetrical  lens,  with  flange,  whole- plate  ;  20  C.  &  D. 
Diaries;  one  year  Chemist  and  Druggist  (May,  1904-5);  2  lb.  tin 
Cheltine  diabetic  biscuits.   Dunn,  Newton-Stewart. 

What  offers,  carriage  paid?  9  emergency  books,  2s.  6^- :  4  gross  bell 
bottles  for  id.  gum;  1  gross  Fairbank's  soap;  2  dozen  Arabella 
water ;  whole  or  part.   Griffith,  Chichester. 

Surplus  stock.— 1  each  Is.  1  Id.  Frampton's  pills,  8<?. ;  fir  wood  oil,  6d.; 
Nature's  herbal  ointment,  7\d. ;  Freeman's  chlorodyne,  7id. ;  Crane's 
pills,  6d.;  Ohok  Marafet,  8d. ;  5  "Tuna"  for  neuralgia,  3s. ;  2 
Sweeting's  elixir,  Is.  4<?. ;  4  Woolridge's  gout  tincture,  2s.  6d. ;  is. 
"Pepsalia,"  7|<7. ;  Sand's  seeds,  6d. ;  2s.  3d.  "Oxien"  pile  remedy, 
Is.  6d. ;  1  doz.  bougies,  2s.  6d.  ;  6  oz.  Maw's  fumigating  pastilles, 
Is.  3c?.;  various  odd  lots  of  drugs;  list  free.  17/40,  Office  of  this 
Paper. 


WANTED. 

Old  artificial  teeth  bought ;  cash  by  return  post.  Dent,  3  Hinckley  Road, 
Leicester. 

Dental  showcase,  new  or  secondhand.  Reply,  full  particulars,  Cole, 
Chemist,  Lurgan. 

Brin's  oxygen  cylinders,  40  ft.  and  60  ft.,  or  other  make.  Dawson, 

Chemist,  Norwich. 

A  Squire's  Companion  to  "B.P.,"  1898  ;  cheap.    10   Dronfield  Street, 

Mere  Road.  Leicester. 
Good  second-hand  three-grain  pill-machine  and  piper.    State  lowest, 
Kersick  &  SON,  Ltd  ,  Cardiff. 

36  boxes  Hodgson's  Postcard  soap ;  brass  plaster-spatula  for  gas, 

5  inch.   Poole,  433  Hackney  Road. 

Crossley  gas-enaine.  3  h.p.  and  all  fittings,  as  new;  seen  running  by 
appointment.    20/27,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Martindale's  "  Extra  Pharmacopoeia  "  and"  Art  of  Dispensing."  Lowest 
price  to  Ball,  Bridge  Road,  Itchen,  Southampton. 

Dry  powder-mixer,  about  1  cwt.  capacity  ;  also  an  emulsifier  to  hold  about 

6  gallons.   Marsden  &  Kay,  Anchor  Court,  Preston. 

Kelly's  "  Directory  of  Chemists  and  Druggists,"  also  "  Pharmaceutical 
Register  of  Chemists,"  latest  edition.  State  cash  price  to  Woolley's, 
Lim.,  Blackburn. 

Manufacturers  of  the  following  are  requested  to  send  in  quotations  for 
1  cwt.  quantities  :  Cyanide  of  potash,  caustic  potash,  double  nickel 
salts,  copper  sulphate,  and  crude  glycerine.  Bai.vbridge  &  Pound, 
101  Leather  Lane,  B.C. 

ADDRESSES  WANTED. 

Thompson  Pearson  is  invited  to  communicate  his  present  adiress  to 
W.  R.  Arnell,  128  Mortimer  Road,  Kensal  Rise,  who  has  some  infor- 
mation for  him. 


Printed  by  Spottiswoode  &  Co.  Ltd.,  .New-street  Square,  and  Published  at  the  Offices,  42  Cannon  Street,  in  the  City  of  London.— June  3, 1905. 
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British  Empire,  including  Ireland,  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
South  Africa,  and  the  West  Indies.  Besides,  its  paid  sub- 
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Circulars  and  Trice-lists. 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist's  organisation  for  distributing 
trade  circulars  and  price-lists  as  insets  is  well  known  to 
be  effective  and  business-producing.  We  place  such  insets 
in  the  0.  <fc  D.  itself,  and  deliver  to  those  who  are  known 
to  be  buyers  of  druggists'  goods  of  all  kinds.  The  next 
occasion  on  which  we  can  receive  such  matters  for  inser- 
tion will  be  the  Summer  Issue  of  July  29,  1905.  The  Pub- 
lisher can  supply  printed  particulars  of  the  conditions  to 
be  observed  by  printers  in  preparing  insets  for  the  C.  <b  D. 
and  the  terms  for  insertion  according  to  the  size  of  the 
insets.  Application  should  be  made  to  him  at  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


Summary 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with.the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance  what 
has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "Contiuts"  in  the  first 
column. 

Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Eastern),  Ltd.,  are  paying  thcii 
customary  dividend  of  12  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares  for 
the  six  months  which  ended  on  March  31. 

The  directors  of  the  company  have  published  a  statement 
respecting  the  trading  during  the  period  which  shows  net 
profits  of  over  11, 000/.  for  ninety-five  branches.  We  epitomise 
this  in  a  note  on  p.  851. 

To  this  note  we  add  some  facts  in  regard  to  the  history  of 
the  five  Boots  companies,  and  abstracts  of  the  last  official 
returns,  which  show  that  no  dividend  has  been  paid  on  the 
ordinary  shares  in  four  of  them  (p.  852). 

The  Banquet  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer  in  appreciation  of  his 
services  in  advancing  the  Government  inquiry  regarding  the 
use  of  duty-free  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes  was  a  great 
success  and  an  exceptional  compliment. 

Mr.  Tyrer  was  presented  with  an  address  and  a  silver  tea 
and  coffee  service,  which  he  acknowledged  (as  also  the  toast 
of  his  health  proposed  by  Mr.  David  Howard)  in  an  in- 
teresting speech  (p.  872). 

The  Brighton  Meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference promises  to  be  profitable  and  enjoyable.  We  print 
the  programme  on  p.  856,  and  give  a  list  of  subjects  which  the 
Executive  would  like  to  have  papers  about.  The  meeting 
commences  on  Monday,  July  24,  and  will  finish  with  a  weok's- 
trip  to  Paris. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry 
will  be  held  in  London  next  month,  beginning  on  Monday, 
July  10,  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Nicholls,  New 
York.  About  a  hundred  American  and  Coloniar  visitors  are 
expected  to  be  present,  and  they  are  evidently  to  have  a  very 
good  time  (p.  860). 

The  General  Medical  Council  saved  about  1,000^.  by  not 
meeting  this  week ;  that  is  to  say,  the  members  got  through, 
thoir  talk  last  Saturday.  We  report  their  proceedings  on 
p.  875,  and  give  a  portrait  of  a  chemist  and  dentist  who  adver- 
tised to  such  effect  that  his  name  has  been  removed  from 
the  register  of  dentists. 

"  Liquozone  "  has  led  to  Coroners'  inquiries  respecting  the 
deaths  of  two  children  whose  parents  had  given  it  to  them  for 
worms  (a  trouble  for  which  it  is  not  recommended,  but  the 
mother  thought  "  germ  "  means  "  worm  ").  The  hearings  are 
fully  reported  on  p.  862,  and  we  say  something  on  p.  857. 

Mr.  Dcbbs  has  fafled  to  convince  the  Canterbury  County 
Court  Judge  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  not  intended  to  apply 
to  insecticides  containing  a  poisonous  vegetable  alkaloid,  and. 
he  also  failed  in  his  plea  that  a  firm  is  not  a  person.  Conse- 
quently his  clients  were  fined  for  selling  "  XL-All  "  insecti- 
cide.   The  case  is  fully  reported  on  p.  846. 

A  Medical  Consultant  contributes  a  letter,  in  which  he 
asks  how  far  dispensers  are  entitled  to  interfere  with  pre- 
scriptions, as,  for  instance,  by  adding  acacia  mucilage  to  bis- 
muth mixtures.  He  asks  dispensing  chemists  to  give  their- 
views  on  the  point,  and  we  endorse  his  request  (p.  865). 

Besides  the  business  changes  which  are  notified  on  p.  853 
we  give  a  goodly  number  under  "  Scotch  News."   See  p.  844. 

A  City  Chemist  was  fined  this  week  for  selling  weak  spirit 
of  nitre.  The  analyst  for  the  defence  indicated  that  most  of 
the  spirit  sold  in  the  City  at  present  is  weak  :  hot  weather,  we 
presume,  but  pharmacists  are  expected  to  be  superior  to- 
natural  phenomena  (p.  848). 

An  advance  of  M.  in  morphine  and  salts  is  the  chief  altera- 
tion on  the  markets.  Antimony,  coriander  oil,  turpentine, 
and  liq.  ammon.  fort,  are  also  dearer.  Foreign  tartaric  acid> 
is  firmer,  while  copper  sulphate,  bergamot  oil,  podophyllum, 
sassafras  bark,  and  shellac  are  easier  (p.  869). 

The  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians  have  concluded  a  success- 
ful first  year.  A  report  of  the  annual  meeting  is  sriven  on. 
p.  860. 

In  connection  with  the  first  Optical  Convention  an  exhibi- 
tion of  optical  and  general  scientific  instruments  is  being  held 
at  the  Northampton  Institute,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.  (p.  854). 

The  "  C.  &  D."  Offices  at  42  Cannon  Street,  E.C,  will  be- 
open  on  Monday,  June  5,  but  only  one  or  two  altruistic  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  will  be  there.  The  rest  are  to  spend  the  day 
at  Brighton,  and  the  Grand  Hotel  will  be  their  headr—arters.. 
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EnQlish  flews. 

Local  newspapers  containing-  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  British  Optical  Association's  examination,  originally 
fixed  to  start  on  May  29,  has  been  postponed  until 
June  22  and  23. 

The  Hants  County  Council  have  reappointed  Dr.  A. 
Angell  as  public  analyst  and  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer  as  district 
.agricultural  analyst. 

At  Middlesbrough,  on  May  26,  a  youth  named  Longstaff 
was  sentenced  to  three  months'  hard  labour  for  robbing  the 
:till  at  Taylor's  Drug  Stores,  Ltd.,  Linthorpe  Road. 

Fire  in  a  hairdresser's  window  at  Attleborough,  Norfolk, 
on  May  29,  is  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  the  heat 
of  the  sun  acting  through  plate-glass  upon  celluloid  combs. 

The  East  Suffolk  County  Council,  at  a  meeting  on  May  30 
at  Ipswich,  appointed  Mr.  F.  Sutton,  of  Norwich,  as  a  new 
district  agricultural  analyst,  in  place  of  Mr.  Alfred  Sibson, 
resigned. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  Sessions,  on  May  25,  Mrs.  Letitia 
Bentley,  wife  of  a  well-known  West-end  doctor,  was  bound 
over  to  come  up  for  judgment  if  called  on  (see  p.  307  of 
last  issue). 

Winnington  School,  Northwich,  which  was  founded  by 
Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  <&  Co.,  Ltd.,  has  established  a 
record  by  carrying  off  ten  of  the  147  Cheshire  County 
Junior  Scholarships. 

At  Ystrad  Police  Court  on  May  30,  a  man  named  Jones 
was  sentenced  to  one  month's  hard  labour  for  entering  the 
premises  of  Mr.  Morris  Richards,  chemist,  of  Tonypandy, 
and  stealing  an  overcoat. 

It  was  decided  by  the  Leicester  and  Leicestershire 
-Chemists'  Association  Committee,  on  May  30,  that  the 
monthly  meetings  of  the  Association  be  discontinued  until 
~the  first  Tuesday  in  October. 

Mr.  Charles  Umney  has  again  accepted  the  chairmanship, 
•and  Mr.  Walter  Hills  the  treasurership,  of  the  Drug-trade 
Appeal  Fund.  Mr.  William  Johnston,  Secretary  of  the 
Chemists'  Defence  Association,  is  taking  over  the  secretarial 
work. 

Among  the  tenders  accepted  for  the  asylums  of  the 
London  County  Council  are  those  of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  for  lime-juice;  Messrs.  E.  Cook  & 
Co.,  Stratford,  for  soap;  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  & 
Co.,  for  drugs:  and  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  for 
druggists'  sundries. 

The  arrangements  for  the  visit  of  the  Canadian  Manufac- 
turers' Association  of  Toronto  to  London  this  month  are 
now  complete,  and  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Oxford  Court.  Cannon  Street,  E.C.,  has  printed  a  draft 
programme,  showing  that  the  festivities,  etc.,  will  last  from 
June  17  to  July  8. 

On  May  30  an  outbreak  of  fire  occurred  at  58  Willow 
Bridge  Street,  Leicester,  a  pharmacy  and  post-office,  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Henry  Arthur  Martin,  chemist  and  druggist. 
The  outbreak  had  been  practically  subdued  by  the  occupants 
and  neighbours  when  the  brigade  arrived,  and  the  damage 
done  was  not  serious. 

In  the  warehouse  of  Messrs.  T.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co., 
manufacturing  chemists,  St.  James  Street,  Leicester,  on 
May  29,  a  youth  named  Elson  was  reaching  a  jar  containing 
carbolic  acid  from  a  shelf,  when  it  slipped  and  fell.  The 
contents  were  spilled  over  him.  Dr.  Smith  was  summoned, 
and  Elson,  who  was  burned  on  the  face,  arms,  and  legs,  was 
removed  to  his  home. 

Councillor  A.  F.  Barnard,  chemist  and  druggist,  88 
Columbia  Road,  speaking  at  the  Bethnal  Green  Borough 
Council  on  Sunday  trading,  said  he  was  one  of  those  who 
dealt  in  necessities,  but  not  many  people  took  them  for  the 
love  of  the  thing.  He  felt  that  something  should  be  done 
in  the  matter  of  Sunday  trading.  It  was  decided,  with 
the  aid  of  the  police,  to  close  the  market  in  Brick  Lane, 
E.,  and  vicinity  at  12.30  each  Sunday. 

At  Northampton  County  Court  on  May  24,  before  Judge 
Sir  T.  Snagge,  Mr.  Percival  Gelston,  chemist  and  drug- 


gist, of  High  Street,  Finedon,  sued  Mr.  Henry  B.  Baker, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  59  Kingsthorpe  Road.  Northamp- 
ton, for  5/..  balance, of  35/.,  the.purchase-price  of  a  chemist's 
business  sold  by  plaintiff  to  the  defendant.  It  transpired  that 
the  agreement  was  that  the  balance  of  5/.  was.  to  be  paid 
by  weekly  instalments  of  10s.  ;  but  the.defendant  asserted 
that  the  purchase-price  was  only  30/..  which  he  had  paid. 
As  he  could  not  produce  a  receipt  to  bear  out  this  conten- 
tion, judgment  was  given  for  the  plaintiff  with  costs,  the 
debt  to  be  paid  by  10.?.  per  month. 

Analyst's  Report. 
The  report  of  the  public  analyst  for  the  County  of  Middle- 
sex shows  that  during  the  year  ending  March  31  last, 
the  following  drugs  were  examined  :  10  samples  ammoniated 
tincture  of  quinine,  9  oil  of  almonds,  7  cream  of  tartar, 
5  pepsin,  4  paregoric  elixir,  3  each  of  Epsom  salts,  com- 
pound liquorice  powder,  ground  mace,  and  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre,  2  each  of  liquorice  powder,  violet  powder,  and  beef- 
and-malt  wine,  1  sample  each  of  liquid  ammonia,  Gregory's 
powder,  ipecacuanha  wine,  mace,  powdered  rhubarb, 
tincture  of  rhubarb,  Seidlitz-powders,  liniment  of  soap, 
orange-quinine  wine,  and  quinine-wine.  All  were  genuine 
with  the  exception  of  the  violet  powder  and  the  beef-and- 
malt  wine. 

Cricket. 

Wholesale  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Cricket  League. — 
A  match  was  played  on  May  27  at  WTormwood  Scrubbs 
between  Gramme  C.C.  and  Davy  Hill's  C.C.  The  scores 
were  :  D.H.C.C.,  106 ;  Gramme,  58.  For  the  winners  G.  T. 
Symons  scored  48  and  E.  Sibley  performed  the  hat  trick,  and 
for  the  losers  Cobb  scored  25. 

A  match  was  played  on  May  25  at  the  old  county  ground, 
Aylestone  Park,  Leicester,  between  teams  captained  respec- 
tively by  the  Leicester  and  Leicstershire  Chemists'  Cricket 
Club  captain  (Mr.  George  E.  Marfitt)  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Lillie, 
the  former  consisting  mainly  of  principals  and  the  latter  all 
assistants.  A  most  enjoyable  game  resulted  in  a  win  for 
Marfitt's  team  by  fourteen  runs  (97  to  83). 

London  College  v.  Metropolitan  College. — Played  at 
Nunhead  on  May  27.  The  Londoners  batted  first  and 
scored  a  total  of  100  runs,  the  biggest  score  being  43  by 
Cartledge,  their  captain.  The  Metros,  then  went  in  and 
scored  a  toal  of  71  runs.  The  London  College  men  then 
went  in  for  their  second  innings,  and  were  all  dismissed  five 
minutes  before  time  for  a  total  of  70  runs. 

Midland  Notes. 

So  frequent  has  the  use  of  the  poison-book  become  in 
Midland  pharmacies  for  the  sale  of  Easton's  syrup, 
Fellows's  syrup,  and  the  like,  that  the  book  forms  as  con- 
spicuous an  object  on  the  counter  as  the  check-till. 

The  increase  in  the  use  of  emplastrum  plumbi  as  an 
abortefacient  is  becoming  serious  in  the  Black  Country. 
At  Smethwick  a  case  has  come  before  the  police  which 
led  to  an  inquiry  and  the  subsequent  indictment  of  the 
offender. 

The  sub-committee  of  the  Council  of  the  Midland  Phar- 
maceutical Association  which  was  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  summer  excursion  has  settled  the 
programme.  It  is  understood  that  the  '"meet"  will  be  at 
Cannock  Chase  about  the  middle  of  June. 

Inspector  Ralph  Holden,  formerly  assistant  sanitary 
inspector  and  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  to  the  Black- 
burn Corporation,  has  been  appointed  to  similar  posts  to 
the  Borough  of  Newcastle,  Staffordshire.  "A  new 
broom  sweeps  clean " ;  so  the  local  brotherhood  will  do 
well  to  be  on  the  qui  vive. 

A- trio  of  pharmacists  was  discovered  in  Birmingham 
recently  discussing  the  "  Dobbs "  doings.  The  fear  was 
expressed  that  unless  apathy  was  broken  down  and  more 
cohesion  secured,  chemists  would  stand  to  lose  a  valuable 
asset  in  their  business.  The  supineness  of  pharmacists 
was  attributed  by  one  veteran  to  long  hours  and  cramped 
social  position. 

The  Council  of  the  Birmingham  Chamber  of  Commerce  has 
passed  a  resolution  thanking  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer  "  for  the 
splendid  services  rendered  by  him  to  the  cause  of  trade  and 
industry  by  promoting  and  supporting  the  movement  which 
led  to  the  appointment  of  the  Industrial  Alcohol  Committee, 
whose  report  has  been  received  with  much  satisfaction.'  In 
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acknowledging  this  Mr.  Tyrer  says  "the  policy  now  to 
pursue  is  to  wait  until  the  Chancellor's  promised  legislation 
has  become  a  fact,  when  it  will  become  the  duty  of  traders 
to  inquire  through  the  local  supervisors  what  facilities  can 
be  rendered ;  further  action  will  largely  depend  upon  the 
way  the  proposed  concessions  are  used." 

Are  Boots  Grocers  ? 
The  Halifax  Grocers'  Association  have  decided  to 
petition  their  municipality  to  apply  the  Shop  Hours  Act 
to  their  branch  of  trade.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion 
the  President  said  they  had  asked  the  Assistant  Town 
Clerk's  opinion  on  "what  is  a  grocer"?  He  said  his 
reading  of  the  Act  was  that  "  whomsoever  the  Act  affects 
by  the  name  '  grocer '  is  a  grocer  " — a  definition  decidedly 
more  witty  than  clear.  He  (the  President)  came  away 
from  the  interview  with  the  impression  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  include  in  their  canvass  most  of  the  chemists 
in  Halifax,  for  they  nearly  all  sold  some  groceries. 
"Boots"  Stores,  Taylor's  Drug  Stores,  and  such  companies 
were  practically  grocers  as  well  as  chemists,  and  these 
would  all  have  to  be  included  in  the  canvass.  The  meet- 
ing assented  to  this,  and  a  petition  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  canvassers. 

Merit  Slightly  Recognised. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  on 
May  27,  the  Hospitals  Committee  presented  the  following 
report  : 

Pursuant  to  reference  on  April  15  we  have  considered  a 
letter  [see  C.  &  D.,  April  15,  p.  569]  from  certain  of  the 
dispensers  in  the  hospitals'  service  applying  for  an  increase 
of  salary.  The  salary  at  present  assigned  is  at  the  rate 
of  100/.  per  annum,  with  dinner  and  tea  daily,  rising  51. 
annually  to  120/.,  and,  having  regard  to  the  responsible 
duties  devolving  upon  these  officers,  we  think  that  some 
addition  should  be  made  to  the  present  rate  of  pay.  We 
recommend  (1)  That  the  managers  do  assign  to  the  office 
of  dispenser  at  the  infectious  hospitals  a  salary  at  the 
rate  of  100/.  per  annum,  rising  by  5/.  annually  to  130?., 
together  with  the  emoluments  of  dinner  and  tea  daily,,  and 
that  the  wages  scale  be  amended  accordingly.  In  the  event 
of  the  adoption  of  this  recommendation,  we  think  that  the 
salaries  of  the  dispensers  at  present  in  the  service  should 
be  adjusted  to  the  new  scale.  We  further  recommend  (2) 
that  the  proposed  standard  of  pay  bo  taken  as  having  been 
in  force  at  the  time  each  dispenser  was  appointed,  and 
that,  as  from  the  date  of  the  Board's  resolution  in  the 
matter  of  the  remuneration  of  dispensers,  their  respective 
salaries  be  adjusted  accordingly,  provided  that  no  dis- 
penser now  in  the  service  be  prejudiced  in  the  amount  of 
nis  remuneration. 

The  report  and  recommendations  were  adopted  without 
discussion  or  dissent. 

Sheffield  Notes. 

Messrs.  Boot's  Glossop  Road  premises  are  being  pulled 
down  for  street- widening  purposes,  and  the  company  have 
taken  two  adjoining  shops  as  temporary  premises  during 
rebuilding  operations. 

The  return  golf  match  between  Dr.  J.  W.  White  (resident 
medical  officer)  and  Mr.  H.  Antcliffe  (dispenser),  of  the 
Sheffield  Union,  and  Mr.  B.  D.  Douglas  and  Mr.  F.  W. 
Whitworth  was  played  at  Dronfield  on  Thursday,  May  25, 
but  the  combination  of  medicine  and  pharmacy  igno- 
miniously  failed  to  bring  back  the  ashes.  Mr.  Whitworth 
proved  to  be  a  very  dark  horse,  and  the  two  pharmacists 
beat  their  opponents  by  seven  holes. 

Alleged  Money-making. 
At  West  London  Police  Court  on  May  27,  Arthur  Percy 
Courtney,  described  as  a  packer ;  William  John  Jones,  an 
artist ;  and  Mary  Courtney,  a  dressmaker,  were  committed 
for  trial  for  being  concerned  in  uttering  counterfeit  coins. 
In  the  kitchen  of  the  flat  inhabited  by  the  prisoners  at 
Notting  Hill  Gate  the  police  found  a  bottle  of  cyanide  of 
potassium,  two  bottles  containing  acids,  and  various  other 
articles  used  by  coiners.  One  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prose- 
cution was  Mr.  S.  A.  Sturton,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of 
Goldhawk  Road,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.,  who  deposed  that 
on  April  18  Courtney,  who  had  been  to  his  shop  before,  and 
had  represented  himself  as  W.  J.  Jones,  photographic 
artist,  of  226  Uxbridge  Road,  purchased  4  oz.  of  potassium 
cyanide  98  per  cent.,  more  than  twice  the  usual  strength. 
He  signed  the  poisons-book  as  "  W.  J.  Jones,"  and  gave 


witness  orders  to  supply  the  same  amount  of  cyanide  every 
week  or  ten  days  until  further  notice. 

Rival  Doctors  and  Coroner. 
Mr.  'John  Troutbeck,  the  Westminster  Coroner,  has  in- 
curred the  severe  displeasure  of  London  medical  men  by 
employing  an  independent  pathologist  for  post-mortem  ex- 
aminations, and  in  consequence  many  medical  men  were 
present  at  a  resumed  inquest  at  Wandsworth  on  May  30,  on 
a  seven-months-old  child  of  parents  named  Gilbey.  The 
child  had  been  prescribed  for  by  Dr.  Poole,  but  Dr.  E.  A. 
Miller,  who  had  also  seen  it,  surprised  the  Coroner  at 
the  first  hearing  by  stating  his  opinion  that  the  cause 
of  death  was  morphine-poisoning,  morphine  having  been 
included  in  the  prescription  of  Dr.  Poole.  It  transpired 
that  Dr.  Miller  objected  to  the  autopsy  being  performed 
by  a  pathologist,  claiming  that  he,  as  possessing  local 
knowledge,  should  have  been  summoned  to  the  autopsy. 
Dr.  Freyberger,  who  made  the  post-mortem  examina- 
tion, said  that  death  was  due  to  broncho-pneumonia 
and  pleurisy.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death 
from  natural  causes,  and  exonerated  Dr.  Poole  from 
all  blame.  The  Coroner  said  that  to  his  mind  there  was  no 
excuse  for  Dr.  Miller's  conduct,  which  was  most  unjust  to' 
Dr.  Poole.  If  ever  there  was  a  case,  he  said,  in  which  the 
evidence  of  an  independent  pathologist  was  justified,  it  was 
in  the  case  under  consideration. 

Apprentices  and  Poisons. 
An  inquest  was  held  on  May  29,  at  Staveley  Town,  on 
the  body  of  Joseph  Stephens  (15),  who  poisoned  himself 
with  prussic  acid.  Mr.  T.  H.  Bradley,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Staveley,  said  the  deceased  worked  for  him,  and  was  an 
excellent  boy  in  every  way.  Witness  never  sold  prussic 
acid  to  anyone,  but  the  deceased  could,  of  course,  get  at  it. 
Dr.  A.  Court  said  that  a  piece  of  paper  with  the  following 
lines  on  it  was  found  in  the  deceased's  pocket  : 
A  drop  of  arsenic  very  soon 

My  fleetest  steps  would  settle ; 
A  drop  of  prussic  acid,  too, 
Has  put  me  off  my  mettle. 
27th  May,  1905,  I  departed  this  life. 
The  words  "prussic  acid"  were  underlined.    A  bottle 
smelling  of  the  poison  was  found.    The  appearance  of  the" 
body  was  consistent  with  poisoning  by  prussic  acid.  A 
verdict  of  suicide  while  temporarily  insane  was  returned. 

At  the  Hastings  and  East  Sussex  County  Hospital  on 
May  29,  an  inquest  was  held  on  the  body  of  Percy  Fitsell 
(16),  who  was  an  apprentice  with  Messrs.  Walker  &  Harris, 
chemists,  George  Street,  Hastings.  It  was  stated  that 
during  the  temporary  absence  of  the  manager  Fitsell  took 
a  large  dose  of  laudanum.  He  was  conveyed  to  the  hospital, 
where  he  died.  In  reply  to  the  Coroner,  the  manager  said 
that  the  laudanum  was  on  the  shelves,  and  the  deceased  had 
had  access  to  them.  It  was  customary  for  lads  to  serve  in 
chemists'  shops.  The  deceased  was  an  apprentice  but  was 
not  bound,  and  only  served  sundries.  The  quantity  of 
laudanum  the  lad  confessed  to  have  taken  was  on  medical 
testimony  sixteen  times  enough  to  kill  a  person.  After 
hearing  the  medical  evidence,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict 
of  suicide  during  temporary  insanity,  and  the  Coroner  com- 
mented strongly  on  the  fact  that  no  qualified  chemist  lived 
on  the  premises,  and  said  the  matter  should  be  further  in- 
quired into. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 

Only  one  of  the  fifteen  fatalities  from  poisoning  that  have 
taken  place  during  the  week  was  a  misadventure.  This 
was  the  case  of  Ada  Duthie,  the  young  wife  of  a  West 
Hartlepool  shipwright,  who  used  an  overdose  of  carbolic 
acid  to  kill  the  pain  of  toothache.  Four  suicides  by  car- 
bolic acid  are  recorded  besides — Mary  Elizabeth  Clarke,  a 
Liverpool  widow ;  John  Charles  Bowman,  a  Maghulf  wine 
and  spirit  merchant ;  a  young  maried  woman,  named 
Willis,  who  lived  at  Woodford  (Essex)  ;  and  James  Chap- 
man, a  Battersea  caretaker.  At  the  inquest  on  Chapman 
(who  had  been  missing  for  six  weeks,  and  whose  body  was 
discovered  on  May  29  lying  in  an  empty  room)  the  doctors 
said  that  deceased  must  have  swallowed  from  12  oz.  to  15  oz. 
of  carbolic  acid.  The  body  was  in  a  mummified  condition, 
the  acid  having  acted  as  a  kind  of  embalming-fluid. — Three 
laudanum  suicides  are  reported — at  Burgess  Hill,  the  victim 
being  unidentified ;  at  Sheffield,  where  the  drug  was  taken 
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by  a  grinder  named  Western ;  and  at  Hastings,  as  referred 
to  elsewhere.  The  prussic-acid  suicide  by  a  boy  is  also 
alluded  to  on  another  page ;  another  prussic-acid  case  being 
that  of  a  man,  named  Rowe,  who  shot  his  brother-in-law  at 
Gravesend  and  took  the  poison  when  captured.  William 
Goodwyn,  cook  to  the  sergeants'  mess  at  Maker  Barracks, 
Plymouth,  poisoned  himself  with  oxalic  acid ;  and  the  same 
.poison  was  taken  with  fatal  effect  by  Thomas  Metcalfe,  a 
french-polisher,  at  Bishop  Auckland.  Two  deaths  from 
liquid-ammonia  poisoning  have  occurred — one  at  Durham, 
the  suicide  being  a  joiner  named  Palmer,  and  the  other  in 
North  Staffordshire.  Robert  Dobson,  a  donkey-engine  man, 
poisoned  himself  with  spirit  of  salt  at  Liverpool. 


3nsb  IRews. 

.Local  newspapsri  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editc  . 


Poor-law  Items. 
The  Local  Government  Board  has  sanctioned  the  expendi- 
ture of  7001.  on  a  new  dispensary  at  Lisburn,  near  Belfast. 

Mr.  R.  F.  Blake,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  analyst,  reporting  on 
samples  of  drugs  forwarded  him  from  Antrim  Union, 
says  that  all  were  good  except  tr.  nucis  vomiae  which  con- 
tained an  excessive  quantity  of  strychnine. 

Early-closing. 

Mr.  James  Lowe,  of  Whelan's  Medical  Hall,  Mullingar, 
is  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  local  chemists  to  adopt  an 
■  earlier  hour  for  closing  during  the  summer  months. 

Personal. 

Mr.  J.  E.  O'Neill,  druggist,  Maghera,  has  been  again 
^returned  as  a  member  of  Londonderry  County  Council  for 
the  Tobermore  division. 

Burglary. 

At  the  Portadown  Petty  Sessions  on  May  29,  Robert 
Black,  a  yardman  employed  by  Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Acheson, 
chemists  and  druggists,  Portadown,  was  charged  on  remand 
with  having  broken  into  the  premises  of  his  employers  and 
stolen  4s.  The  accused  pleaded  guilty,  and  urged  his 
previous  good  service  in  the  army  and  South  African  police. 
He  was  sent  to  gaol  for  three  months  with  hard  labour. 


Scotcfo  IRews. 

Lo:al  newspapars  containing'  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  James  Alfred  Horton,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bucks- 
burn,  has  been  placed  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for 
the  county  of  Aberdeen. 

Miss  M.  Hutchison,  who  is  serving  her  apprenticeship 
with  Mr.  W.  S.  Glass,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  193  Morning- 
side  Road,  Edinburgh,  has  gained  the  medal  in  inorganic 
chemistry  at  the  Heriot  Watt  College,  Edinburgh. 

The  many  friends  of  Mr.  Peter  Boa,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  George  Street,  Edinburgh,  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
ithat  his  daughter,  Miss  Janette  Boa,  has  secured  the  first 
prize  in  her  school  for  the  year — the  Edinburgh  Ladies' 
College,  Queen  Street — for  an  essay  prescribed  by  the 
Scottish  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals. 
This  is  the  twelfth  year  of  the  competition,  which  is  open 
to  Scotland,  and  9,017  scholars  belonging  to  182  schools 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  took  part  in  it.  The  prizes  were 
presented  in  Edinburgh  on  May  27  to  a  large  number  of  the 
successful  essayists  by  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

Business  Changes. 
Mr.  Kemp,  Dalkeitli,  is  opening  a  uranch  at  Eskbank,  a 
rising  suburb. 

Mr.  D.  McDougall,  chemist,  Elie,  has  closed  his  branch 
shop  at  Anstruther. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Craig,  chemist,  is  commencing  business  at 
18  Bloomgate,  Lanark. 

Mr.  Robert  Cummings,  chemist,  118  Spring  Gardens, 
Edinburgh,  has  removed  to  Juniper  Green. 


Mr.  William  Gibb,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a 
pharmacy  at  71  Warrender  Park  Road,  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  John  Buchanan,  chemist,  Leven,  has  acquired  the 
business  of  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Dunsire,  Windygates,  Fife. 

Messrs.  Duncan  Brothers  &  Co.,  chemists,  Nicolson 
Street,  Edinburgh,  have  removed  and  are  commencing  at 
Kirkcaldy. 

Messrs.  Davidson  &  Co.,  chemists.  Edinburgh,  have  with- 
drawn from  1  Polwarth  Place.  Their  office  and  show- 
rooms are  at  14  Queen  Street. 

Mr.  George  Nicol,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
Heaton  Park,  Manchester,  has  acquired  the  branch  business 
of  Mr.  J.  Walker,  of  Saltcoats,  at  New  Street,  Stevenston, 
Ayrshire. 

Mr.  John  L.  Buchanan,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly 
principal  dispenser  with  Messrs.  Frazer  &  Green,  Ltd.,  of 
Buchanan  Street,  Glasgow,  has  opened  a  high-class  phar- 
macy at  97  Great  Western  Road,  Glasgow. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

Salt  of  sorrel  is  believed  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
death  of  a  married  woman  (30)  at  Falkirk  last  week. 

A  woman,  aged  thirty-eight  years,  died  in  the  Royal  In- 
firmary on  May  26  from  carbolic-acid  poisoning.  She  had 
swallowed  twopennyworth  of  the  acid  intentionally. 

Both  the  local  schools  of  pharmacy  had  trips  on  the 
annual  holiday  last  week.  Mr.  Lothian  took  his  students 
to  Garelochhead,  and  Mr.  Barrie's  visited  Ayr  and  Alloway. 

A  Costly  Swan's  Song. 

At  Cupar  Sheriff  Court  on  May  30,  John  Fisher,  druggist, 
Walter  Brown,  labourer,  and  James  Fisher,  druggist — 
all  of  Kinghorn — were  each  fined  15s. ,  with  the  option 
of  five  days'  imprisonment,  for  mischievously  killing  a 
tame  swan  on  Kinghorn  Loch,  the  property  of  Dr.  James 
Welsh,  Kinghorn.  [There  is  no  John  Fisher  on  the  register 
of  chemists  and  druggists,  nor  any  James  Fisher  registered 
as  in  Kinghorn. — Editor.] 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club. 

The  preliminary  ties  of  the  five-a-side  football  competi- 
tion were  played  at  the  Gymnasium  Grounds  on  Friday, 
May  26,  with  the  following  result : 

I.  Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.  beat  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.  by 
one  point,  after  playing  for  forty-three  minutes  and  scoring 
two  goals  each. 

II.  — T.  &  H.  Smith  beat  Cowie  by  one  goal  to  nothing. 

III.  Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.  were  beaten  by  H.  Baildon  & 
Son's  team  by  three  points  to  one  point. 

The  final  tie  between  T.  &  H.  Smith  and  H.  Raidon  & 
Son  will  be  played  at  the  annual  sports  at  Powderhall  on 
Wednesday  evening,  June  7. 


3nMa  anfc  tbe  East. 

(News  from  our  own  Correspondents.) 

The  Proprietors  of  Vibrona  have  contributed  25?. 
(Rs.  375)  to  the  Punjab  Earthquake  Fund. 

Mr.  William  Cotton,  of  Messrs.  E.  Plomer  &  Co..  Simla, 
has  been  unanimously  elected  Master  of  the  Punjab  Trades' 
Association  for  the  current  year. 

Mr.  Charles  W.  White  and  Mrs.  White  were  passengers 
on  the  mail  steamer  that  left  Bombay  on  May  13.  Mr. 
James  R.  James  (representing  Dakins  Bros..  G.  B.  Kent  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  and  Alfred  Bishop,  Ltd.)  and  Mrs.  James  were 
voyagers  by  the  same  steamer. 

The  Straits  Association.— A  meeting  of  Singapore 
chemists  was  held  on  May  1  to  discuss  the  desirability  of 
forming  a  Pharmaceutical  Association  which  should  embrace 
the  Straits  Settlements  and  the  Federated  Malay  States. 
Mr.  James  McKenzie,  the  doyen  of  local  chemists,  presided, 
and  others  present  included  Messrs.  Marshall  K.  Watt, 
A.  Mackintosh  Stewart,  G.  W.  Crawford,  and  Christopher. 
It  was  unanimously  agreed  to  start  such  an  organisation,  to 
be  called  "  The  Straits  Settlements  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation," with  headquarters  at  Singapore,  and  a  branch  to  be 
founded,  if  possible,  at  Penang  and  in  the  Federated  Malay 
States.  The  necessary  rules  were  then  drawn  up,  and 
further  proceedings  were  postponed  until  reports  were  re- 
ceived from  Penang  and  Kuala  Lumpur. 
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f  tench  IfoewB. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Ether-explosion. — An  explosion  took  place  a  few  days 
ago  in  a  pharmaceutical-speciality  manufactory  at  Aix-les- 
Bains,  belonging  to  M.  Dussel,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
French  Parliament.  It  appears  to  have  been  due  to  the 
ignition  of  the  vapour  of  ether.  Four  workmen  were 
seriously  burnt. 

Collodion-explosion. — Four  workmen  employed  in  M. 
Oudinot's  photographic  laboratory  at  Nancy  remarked 
that  a  carboy  of  collodion  was  leaking.  They  proceeded  to 
pour  the  contents  into  another  vessel,  without  noticing  that 
they  were  close  to  a  lighted  stove.  An  explosion  took  place, 
followed  by  *n  outbreak  of  fire,  which  was,  however, 
speedily  extinguished.  Three  of  the  workmen  were  terribly 
burnt  (the  fourth  threw  himself  into  a  neighbouring  pond), 
and  one  has  already  died. 

A  Relic  of  the  Past. — In  the  grand  staircase  of  the 
Paris  School  of  Pharmacy  a  marble  slab  has  recently  been 
fixed,  with  an  inscription  stating  it  was  brought  from  the 
ancient  College  of  Pharmacy  in  the  rue  de  l'Arbalete.  It 
tuns  thus :    ^dificium  |  mvnificentia  nicolai  hovel  | 

COLLEGIO  PHARMACEUTICS  1  DATUM  AN  .  MCLXXXVII  |  VETV- 
STATE  DILAPSUM  STUDIIS  EXIGUUM  |  EX  JERE  SCOLASTICI  |  A 
OURATORIBUS  |  RESTITVTVM  ET  DILATATVM  |  AN  DOM 
MDCCCXXXV. 

Sugar  as  a  Nutrient. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Association  of  Sugar-refinery  and  Distillery  Chemists  some 
interesting  facts  were  brought  out  as  to  the  influence  of 
the  recent  abolition  of  sugar-duty  in  France  will  have 
on  the  national  life.  The  quantity  of  bread  consumed  in 
France  is  enormous  (it  is  put  at  13,000  million  kilograms 
per  annum),  and  now  that  sugar,  a  much  superior  food, 
is  cheaper,  it  was  estimated  that  sugar  will  take  the  place 
of  a  quarter  of  the  bread. 

Academical  Changes. — M.  Gabriel  Bertrand  has  been 
appointed  to  succeed  the  late  M.  Duclaux  as  lecturer  on 
biological  chemistry  at  the  Paris  Faculty  of  Science. — M. 
Cousin  succeeds  M.  Lextreit  (whose  retirement  was  recently 
noticed  in  these  columns)  at  the  Paris  Superior  School  of 
Pharmacy,  and  M.  Defacqz  takes  M.  Cousin's  place  as 
chemistry  preparator. — At  the  Tours  School  of  Medicine 
and  Pharmacy  M.  Savillier  is  nominated  Professor  of  Phar- 
macy and  Materia  Medica,  and  M.  Villedieu,  pharmacist, 
is  appointed  to  teach  chemistry  and  physics. 

Finding  Hidden  Treasure. — It  may  not  be  generally 
known  that  in  some  provinces  of  Eastern  Europe  the 
"  tarba  fiarelor  " — a  rare  variety  of  vervain — is  credited 
with  the  property  of  indicating  the  whereabouts  of  hidden 
treasure.  A  Parisian  daily  mentions  this  fact  in  a  report 
of  a  case  recently  tried  at  Bucharest,  in  which  Hafouz  Ali, 
a  Persian,  was  sentenced  to  five  months'  imprisonment 
for  obtaining  money  by  false  pretences  from  Florea 
Anghel,  a  non-com.  in  the  Roumanian  army.  A  first 
payment,  amounting  to  201.,  was  for  the  expense  of  ob- 
taining the  "tarba  fiarelor,"  large  sums  being  subsequently 
advanced  (for  excavating,  &c.)  without  result. 

The  Philter  of  Courage. — A  French  reporter,  writing 
on  "African  atrocities,"  of  which  he  assures  us  he  was 
personally  a  witness,  tells  how  a  native  soldier  in  the  French 
service  had  been  assassinated  by  the  Pahouins  of  the 
'Gaboon,  who  followed  up  the  affront  by  fresh  insults, 
finally  sending  to  the  French  Administrator  "the  war 
philter,  a  sort  of  pimented  elixir  which  is  given  to  cowards 
■to  nerve  them  for  the  fight."  The  Administrator  im- 
mediately went  unarmed  to  the  offending  village,  and  com- 
pelled the  Pahouin  chief  to  make  ample  apologies  and 
amends  on  the  spot  by  the  simple  exercise  of  his  personal 
will.  The  swarthy  chieftain  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
official  had  no  need  of  the  elixir. 

The  Handy  Man  Again. — A  good  deal  has  been  said 
about  the  part  played  by  a  youthful  ex-pharmacist  in 
certain  African  atrocities,  but  a  leading  Parisian  daily 
reminds  us  of  the  other  side  of  the  picture,  and  relates  that 
M.  Liotard,  one  of  the  best  Colonial  governors  of  whom 
France  can  boast,  was  a  simple  pharmacist  at  Libreville. 
M.  de  Brazza  noticed  his  intelligence  and  aptitude,  and 


sent  him  to  the  Gaboon  on  an  apparently  vague  "  mission 
to  study  the  medicinal  plants  of  the  region.   What  he  becama 
is  a  matter  of  French  colonial  history. 

French  Pharmacists  at  Liege. — It  appears  probable 
that  the  Liege  Congress  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy 
(July  27  to  30)  will  be  attended  by  some  delegates  well 
known  in  the  French  pharmaceutical  world.  Section  IV. 
(Pharmaceutical  Chemistry,  Practical  Pharmacy,  and  Toxi- 
cology) will  evidently  be  the  most  interesting  in  this  con- 
nection. Professor  Deniges,  of  the  Mixed  Faculty  of  Medi- 
cine and  Pharmacy  of  Bordeaux,  has  promised  a  paper  on  the 
"  Present  State  of  Knowledge  concerning  the  Toxicological 
Research  of  Arsenic,"  and  Dr.  Gerard,  Professor  of  Phar- 
macy at  the  Lille  Mixed  Faculty,  will  deal  with  morphine 
in  a  similar  manner.  M.  Duyck,  of  Brussels,  will  read  a 
paper  in  Section  IV.  on  the  "Methodical  Estimation  of 
Wines  Used  in  Pharmacy." 

Labelling  of  Goods. — The  British  Consul  at  Nice,  in 
his  report  for  1904,  says  :  "  It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to 
note  a  practical  method  adopted  by  a  British  firm  of 
obviating  the  delays,  unavoidable  of  course  to  seme  extent, 
that  occur  in  carrying  out  Custom-house  formalities.  The 
firm  referred  to  label  the  cases  with  a  declaration  in  French 
weights  of  the  amount  of  their  contents.  The  cases  thus 
labelled  by  a  firm  of  known  respectability  are  ordinarily- 
passed  through  the  Custom-house  without  being  opened, 
and  time  and  trouble  are  thus  saved.  There  are  other 
British  firms,  not  equally  practical  in  their  methods,  who 
make  frequent  changes  in  the  shape  and  size  and  carrying 
capacity  of  their  bottles,  tins,  and  cases,  with  the  result  of 
making  the  formalities  at  Custom-houses  a  matter  of  greater 
trouble  and  delay  than  need  be." 

A  Novel  Advertisement. — The  Rue  Port  Neuf  is  the 
main  shopping  street  of  Bayonne,  and  a  charmingly 
original  promenade  is  formed  by  its  quaint  arcades. 
Strolling  there  about  tea-time — there  is  a  certain  patisserie 
where  the  blondes  misses  from  Biarritz  cluster  like  flies 
towards  five  o'clock — I  noticed  a  brand-new  pharmacy, 
with  a  handsome  front  in  the  Hispano-Moorish  style, 
and  nice  showcases  of  perfumery  and  bandages  under  the 
arches,  while  the  ceiling  of  the  arcade  was  gracefully 
decorated  with  emblematical  and  medicinal  plants  and 
flowers.  But  what  most  drew  my  attention  was  a  glass 
globe  in  the  window,  where  some  black  insects  were  rest- 
lessly moving.  I  approached,  and  read  a  French  show- 
card  commencing,  "Look  at  these  ants,  how  strong  they 
are !  "  and  concluding  by  a  recommendation  of  certain 
formic  preparations  specialised  by  the  proprietor. 

Half  an  Hour  at  Biarritz. — Moureu's  Pharmacy,  on 
the  Place  de  la  Mairie,  is  probably  the  best  known  in 
Biarritz  to  Englishmen.  At  any  rate,  it  is  the  nearest 
to  the  B.  A.  B.  station,  and  I  dropped  in  there  partly 
for  that  reason,  partly  attracted  by  the  gilt  (English) 
royal  arms  over  the  front  and  the  inscription  "  Chemist 
to  the  Queen."  The  English  and  Spanish  are,  of  course, 
the  two  great  foreign  colonies  of  Biarritz,  though  the 
Russians  are  (or  were)  numerous.  So  I  noticed  the  shop- 
front  was  appropriately  graced  with  jars  bearing  the  arms 
of  the  two  nations,  while  inside  the  B.P.  and  Squire's 
"Companion"  stood  cheek-by-jowl  with  the  Codex  and 
the  Spanish  Pharmacopoeia,  the  U.S.A.,  and  sundry 
French  pharmaceutical  works.  This  is,  I  was  told,  the 
only  Biarritz  pharmacy  where  an  English  assistant  is  kept 
all  the  year  round,  though  there  are  quite  a  number  of 
"season  berths"  to  be  had  in  this  charming  and  prosper- 
ous town.  The  interior  of  the  pharmacy  is  probably 
familiar  to  many  men  now  in  business  in  England — the 
rows  of  drawers  capped  by  a  representation  of  a  medicinal 
plant,  and  divided  by  glazed  cupboards  of  patents  or 
shelves  of  stock  bottles,  and  an  ample  and  well-stocked 
"back  shop"  visible  behind  the  counter.  In  the  corner 
a  weighing-stand.  A  lady,  attended  by  a  sister  of  charity, 
came  in  to  weigh  herself  while  I  was  there.  No  charge 
was  apparently  made,  but  a  lifeboat-box  close  by  silently 
requests  contributions.  The  two  benches  outside  the 
pharmacy  often  afford  interesting  ethnographical  studies. 
On  this  particular  occasion  the  contrast  between  the  stout, 
red-ribboned  French  retired  official  on  the  left,  and  the 
spare,  elderly  English  gentleman  on  the  right  amused  me, 
while  the  assistant  was  busy  serving  customers. 
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Hmerican  Botes. 

(From  our  Correspondent.) 


The  Latest  Consumption  Cure  from  New  York  is  that 
of  Dr.  Leiser.  It  is  said  to  "  comprise  the  oils  of  gaultheria, 
thyme,  and  eucalyptus,  and  a  hydrocarbon,"  and  is  used  as 
an  inhalant. 

A  Druggist  in  Detroit  holds  a  municipal  office  which 
pays  him  $5,000  yearly,  and  he  is  still  conducting  his 
pharmacy.  The  fortunate  man  is  Mr.  Jacob  J.  Haarer,  who 
has  been  appointed  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  serve 
for  two  years.  Mr.  Haarer  is  a  graduate  of  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  of  the  University  of  Michigan. 

Making  of  it  a  Virtue. — The  Owl  Drug  Co.,  of  San 
Francisco,  a  cutting  concern  with  several  stores  scattered 
throughout  California,  is  now  running  full-page  adver- 
tisements in  many  newspapers,  calling  the  attention  of  the 
public  to  the  fact  that  it  has  inaugurated  the  custom  of 
giving  every  one  of  its  salesmen  a  day  off  each  week. 

A  Rousing  Testimonial  was  given  one  evening  recently 
in  Baltimore  to  Prof.  Charles  Caspari,  in  commemoration 
of  the  close  of  his  twenty-fifth  year  of  service  on  the 
faculty  of  the  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy.  Professor 
Caspari's  present  and  former  students,  together  with 
numerous  friends,  united  to  make  the  evening  one  of  great 
gratification  to  him.  The  professor  is  also  the  Permanent 
Secretary  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  and 
is  known  and  respected  in  every  American  State. 

The  Minnesota  Board  of  Pharmacy  has  just  had  one  of 
the  most  unique  experiences  in  the  whole  history  of  ex- 
amining bodies  in  this  country.  Forty-three  candidates 
appeared  for  examination  as  registered  pharmacists,  and  not 
one  of  them  secured  the  coveted  certificate  !  The  Minnesota 
Board  has  evidently  a  high  standard,  and  it  is  significant  to 
note  that  the  Minnesota  pharmacists  endeavoured  this  year, 
but  without  success,  to  secure  the  enactment  of  a  graduation 
prerequisite  law  like  those  of  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  has  found 
it  necessary  to  cut  down  its  expenses  in  the  very  middle  of 
the  present  fiscal  year.  Finding  that  the  receipts  were  not 
equal  to  the  expenditures,  a  motion  is  now  going  through 
the  Council  by  correspondence  that  the  annual  appropriation 
for  salaries  of  $2800.00  be  reduced  10  per  cent.  It  is  thought 
that  this  action  will  only  be  temporary.  Of  the  $2,800 
spent  on  salaries,  the  Secretary  gets  $1,000,  the  Treasurer 
$750,  the  Reporter  on  the  Progress  of  Pharmacy  $750, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Council  $300. 

The  Ideal  Law. — In  the  Circuit  Court  of  South  Dakota 
a  judge  has  just  laid  down  the  plain  doctrine  that  no  man 
except  a  registered  pharmacist  can  own  and  conduct  a  drug- 
store, even  though  he  should  employ  a  registered  pharmacist 
actually  to  manage  the  place.  This  sort  of  law  would  doubt- 
less please  many  British  chemists,  who  would  not  object  to 
transplanting  it  to  their  own  soil  from  South  Dakota.  In 
another  case  in  the  same  State  a  judge  has  recently  decided 
that  a  physician  has  no  right  to  conduct  a  drug-store.  A 
doctor  had  claimed  this  right  on  the  ground  that  the  Phar- 
macy Act  gave  him  the  privilege  of  dispensing  drugs  to  his 
own  patients. 

The  Metropolitan  Association  of  Retail  Druggists, 
the  newly  organised  branch  of  the  N.A.R.D.  in  Greater 
New  York,  is  now,  after  four  or  five  months  of  preliminary 
operations,  getting  down  to  substantial  business.  It  is  pro- 
posed, for  the  present  at  least,  to  limit  efforts  to  the  fifteen 
or  twenty  leading  patent  medicines,  all  of  them  leaders, 
which  are  protected  in  price  by  the  direct-contract  plan.  By 
means  of  this  plan  it  is  relatively  easy  to  enforce  compliance 
with  the  retail  prices  by  legal  means,  whereas  the  old  tri- 
partite plan,  existing  with  all  other  proprietaries,  is  far 
more  difficult  of  enforcement.  If  the  contract  plan  proves 
a  brilliant  practical  success  in  Greater  New  York,  however, 
it  may  be  possible  in  a  year  or  two  to  pass  on  to  the  next 
step,  and  include  all  proprietary  articles  within  the  scope  of 
the  local  movement. 


South  Hfrican  Iflews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 
Note.  — "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

Customs  Convention. — The  Select  Committee  of  the 
Legislative  Council  on  Colonial  Industries  has  reported  in 
favour  of  a  revision  of  the  South  African  Customs  Conven- 
tion, and  the  imposition  of  additional  duties  on  various  im- 
ported manufactured  articles. 

Natal. 

Customs  Convention. — A  Renter's  telegram  from  Pieter- 
maritzburg  states  that  the  object  of  the  Natal  Government 
in  notifying  the  abrogation  of  the  Customs  Convention  is 
to  force  on  a  fresh  conference  of  the  South  African  Colonies, 
with  a  view  to  a  revision  of  the  Convention. 

Transvaal. 

During  the  two  months  ending  February  the  imports  of 
drugs  and  chemicals  into  the  Transvaal  amounted  to 
95,000Z.,  against  77,000/.  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
1904  ;  3,000/.  worth  of  photographic  materials  was  imported, 
as  compared  with  4,000/.  last  year. 

Chemists  Prescribing. — In  accordance  with  the  decision 
arrived  at  at  their  last  meeting,  the  Transvaal  Pharmacy 
Board  have  issued  the  following  circular  letter  : 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  it  has  been  repre- 
sented to  the  Transvaal  Pharmacy  Board  by  the  Transvaal 
Medical  Council  that  certain  chemists  and  druggists  have 
been  infringing  the  provisions  of  Section  39  of  the  Medical, 
Dental,  and  Pharmacy  Ordinance  No.  29,  of  1904,  by  visiting 
and  medically  attending  persons.  The  Section  in  question 
provides,  inter  alia  :  "  That  any  person  who  shall  do  any- 
thing or  perform  such  acts  as  specially  belong  to  the  calling 
of  a  medical  practitioner  without  being  registered  as  such, 
shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds 
for  each  offence,  and  in  default  of  payment  to  imprisonmnet 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  six  months."  The  Board  strongly 
deprecates  any  such  infringement  of  the  functions  of  a  medi- 
cal practitioner  by  any  chemist  and  druggist,  and  trusts  that 
it  may  not  again  be  required  to  invite  attention  to  the 
matter. 

The  circular  has  been  sent  to  all  chemists  and  druggists 
registered  in  the  Transvaal. 

Orange  River  Colony. 

Dr.  Swift,  of  Robben  Island,  has  been  appointed  medical 
superintendent  of  the  Bloemfontein  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Extensive  Alterations  are  contemplated  at  several  busi- 
ness houses  in  the  Market  Place,  Bloemfontein,  and,  accord- 
ing to  rumour,  Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.  contemplate 
alterations  to  their  premises. 

Masonic. — AVor.  Bro.  F.  Carter,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
(P.P.A.G.D.C.,  Surrey),  of  Bloemfontein,  has  been  re- 
elected Deputy-master  of  the  Thistle  Lodge  No.  942  S.C. 
The  question  "  Are  you  a  Mason  "  ?  is  one  which  would  be 
answered  in  the  affirmative  fairly  well  by  Bloemfontein 
chemists.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  form  a  new  lodge  under 
the  Irish  Constitution,  to  be  called  the  "  Emerald  "  Lodge, 
and  four  Bloemfontein  chemists  have  given  their  names  ii> 
as  founders. 

Bloemfontein  Water. — The  unclean  and  impure  condi- 
tion of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Corporation  to  the  town  is 
again  causing  considerable  comment.  It  is  now  said  the 
filter-beds  have  been  very  imperfectly  constructed,  and  the 
sand  used  is  not  sufficiently  "sharp"  to  ensure  proper 
filtration  ;  it  is  not  uncommon  for  a  glass  of  water  drawn 
fresh  from  a  tap  to  resemble  more  nearly  a  sample  of 
"mist,  cretas"  than  our  old  friend  H.,0,  and  the  Corpora- 
tion warning  to  "boil  all  water  for  fifteen  minutes  before 
using  for  drinking-purposes  "  is  still  necessary. 
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High  Court  Cases. 

A  Liquid-air  Machine. 
In  the  Commercial  Court  on  Monday,  May  29,  Mr.  Justice 
Bigham  had  before  him  an  action  by  John  J.  Griffin  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  26  Sardinia  Street,  W.C.,  to  recover  from  Messrs. 
Vautin  &  Joll  431?.  6s.  5d.  for  supplying  a  liquid-air  machine 
capable  of  making  2.5  litres  of  liquid  air  per  hour,  and  work 
and  labour  ,  done.  Mr.  Hamilton,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Frank 
•Cover  were  counsel  for  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  M.  Lush,  K.C., 
and  Mr.  Whateley  appeared  for  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  in  opening  the  case,  said  a  counterclaim 
had  been  put  in  for  857/.  for  profits  lost  and  hopes  frustrated 
under  circumstances  of  a  somewhat  romantic  character. 
The  plaintiffs  are  manufacturers  of  scientific  and  philo- 
sophical apparatus,  and  they  were  approached  in  June  last 
by  the  defendants  and  asked  for  a  quotation  to  make  a 
liquid-air  machine.  Plaintiffs,  however,  had  no  notice  of 
the  purpose  for  which  the  liquid  air  was  required,  and  they 
thought  it  might  be  required  for  mining  or  blasting  pur- 
poses, as  in  the  Simplon  Tunnel.  It  turned  out,  however, 
that  it  was  for  a  very  different  purpose.  Plaintiffs  engaged 
with  Messrs.  Lennox  (engineers),  Fulham,  to  make  a 
machine,  and  that  was  the  machine  which  plaintiffs  said 
in  every  respect  fulfilled  the  contract,  and  in  respect  of 
which  they  claimed.  Defendants,  however,  said  that  the 
machine  was  not  completed  in  time,  and  said  that  time  was 
the  essence  of  the  contract.  It  appeared  that  there  was  a 
professional  lady,  Miss  Lu  Robinson,  who  had  an  ambition 
to  perform  in  music-halls  what  is  known  as  the  magic-kettle 
act,  and  that  defendants  agreed  to  supply  Miss  Robinson 
with  liquid  air  which  made  a  kettle  boil.  Miss  Robinson 
had  engaged  to  perform  the  magic-kettle  act  at  the  Holborn 
Music-hall ;  but  of  that  plaintiffs  knew  nothing.  However, 
Miss  Robinson  was  able  to  perform  on  October  17,  and  later 
on  at  the  Clapham  Road  Music-hall.  She  was  not  able, 
however,  ■  to  perform  at  Middlesborough,  and  therefore 
defendants,  who  were  associated  with  her  in  the  profits, 
brought  their  counterclaim  for  loss  of  profits.  When  plain- 
tiffs took  the  order  they  had  no  idea  that  the  liquid  air  was 
required  for  music-hall  performances.  Plaintiffs  said  that 
they  should  have  been  told  the  purpose  for  which  the  liquid 
air  was  required,  and  also  that  they  had  fulfilled  their  con- 
tract. As  to  the  loss  of  profits,  the  defendants  could  have 
obtained  liquid  air  elsewhere,  and  plaintiffs  denied  that 
they  were  responsible  for  any  loss  of  profits  through  the 
failure  of  the  supply  of  liquid  air  by  their  machine. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Read,  of  plaintiff  firm,  said  they  were  never 
told  the  purposes  for  which  the  machine  was  required  until 
the  day  it  was  completed,  although  he  frequently  asked 
Mr.  Vautin. 

On  Tuesday  further  evidence  was  called  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiffs,  and  on  the  conclusion  of  their  case  Mr.  Whateley, 
for  the  defence,  called  Mr.  Joll,  one  of  the  defendants,  who 
gave  evidence  to  the  effect  that  the  quantity  of  liquid  air 
supplied  for  the  purposes  of  the  "magic  kettle  ".was  in- 
sufficient and  not  according  to  what  was  contracted  for. 
When  he  visited  the  works  at  Fulham.  wherethe  liquid  air 
was  supplied,  he  only  saw  a  small  liquefier  at  work,  and  not 
the  machine  contracted  for.  Mr.  Vautin  said  that  according 
to  his  recollection  he  told  Mr.  Read  that  the  liquid  air  was 
required  for  public  entertainments.  Mr.  Gibbons,  of  the 
Royal  Music  Hall,  Holborn,  spoke  to  there  being  failures 
of  the  "magic-kettle"  entertainments  by  Miss  Robinson 
owing  to  the  want  of  the  liquid  air.  There  was  then  a 
"boom"  in  these  entertainments,  and  the  effect  of  the 
failure  of  the  performance  was  to  prevent  Miss  Robinson 
getting  other  engagements.  Mr.  Payne,  of  the  Tivoli,  and 
others  gave  similar  evidence. 

His  Lordship,  after  hearing  further  argument  on  Wed- 
nesday, said  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  recover  on  the  con- 
tract. It  provided  that  the  machine  was  to  be  delivered 
on  October  17  and  19,  but  it  was  not  then  delivered.  How- 
ever, the  machine,  he  thought,  when  delivered  was  of  the 
contract  capacity  of  2.5  litres  per  hour.  As  to  the  delay  in 
delivery,  he  should  allow  the  defendants  50/.  and  also  allow 
them  a  further  deduction  on  other  items  of  plaintiffs'  claim, 
bringing  it  down  to  361/.  17s.  4c/.    He  gave  judgment  for 


plaintiffs  for  that  amount,  with  costs,  and  also  on  the 
counterclaim.  On  the  application  of  counsel  his  Lordship 
said  he  would  grant  stay  of  execution  on  300/.  being  brought 
into  Court. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

"XL-All"  Insecticide. 
At  the  Canterbury  County  Court  on  Tuesday,  May  30,  Sir 
John  Paget,  Bart.,  Deputy- Judge,  heard  the  action  of  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
against  Messrs.  Taylor  Bros.,  seedsmen,  St.  George's 
Street,  Canterbury,  for  infringement  of  Section  15  of  the 
Act  by  keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  Mr. 
Rutley  Mowll,  solicitor,  Dover,  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs, 
and  the  defendants  were  represented  by  Mr.  Thomas  G. 
Dobbs,  solicitor,  Worcester. 

Mr.  Mowll  explained  that  the  action  was  taken  in 
respect  to  a  poisonous  vegetable  alkaloid.  He  described 
the  objects  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

Mr.  Dobbs  said  he  had  made  the  following  admissions  on 
behalf  of  the  defendants  : 

1.  That  they  are  not  registered  chemists  and  druggists 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

2.  That  the  compound  known  as  "  XL-All  "  liquid  insecti- 
cide contains  nicotine,  which  is  a  poisonous  vegetable 
alkaloid. 

3.  That  Richard  Bremridge,  the  registrar  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council,  is  duly  authorised  by  the  Council  of 
such  Society  to  be  the  plaintiff  in  the  action  on  behalf  of 
.the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  no  authority 
to  prosecute  need  be  proved. 

Mr.  Mowll  observed  that  in  the  admissions  there  was 
none  as  to  the  extent  of  the  poison,  which  he  submitted 
was  important. 

After  further  interchange  of  opinion  between  counsel, 

George  Waldock,  46  Pepys  Road,  Cottenham  Park, 
Wimbledon,  an  inspector  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
was  called.  He  proved  that  on  March  15  he  went  to  defen- 
dants' shop,  and  asked  for  a  packet  of  radish-seed  and  a 
bottle  of  "  XL- All "  insecticide.  Those  articles  were  sup- 
plied to  him,  and  he  paid  3fZ.  for  the  seed  and  Is.  2d.  for 
the  insecticide.  He  was  not  asked  any  questions  as  to 
what  he  wanted  the  insecticide  for,  nor  was  he  asked 
his  name  and  address.  He  was  not  known  by  the  person 
who  sold  him  the  insecticide.  None  of  the  statutory  pre- 
cautions were  taken  in  selling  the  poison.  Witness  deli- 
vered the  insecticide  to  Mr.  Moon,  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Dobbs,  he  stated  that 
this  was  the  first  case  against  nurserymen  or  seedsmen 
[  ?  in  Canterbury].  He  acted  on  the  Society's  instructions, 
and  had  never  been  asked  to  buy  paint  containing  poison. 
He  was  not  aware  that  there  is  an  "  XL- All "  cake  insecti- 
cide which  is  burnt. 

His  Honour  :  That  is  practically  a  substitute  for  burning 
tobacco  ? 

Mr.  Dobbs  :  That  is  so. 

Mr.  Harry  Moon,  clerk  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
was  called  to  formally  prove  that  he  handed  the  bottle  to 
the  analyst. 

.  Mr.  Dobbs  :  I  put  it  to  you  that  as  a  fact  the  informa- 
tion you  received  about  Messrs.  Taylor  Bros,  having  this 
stuff,  or  that  they  were  selling  this  stuff,  came  from  a 
chemist  in  Canterbury  ? — Witness  :  I  decline  to  answer 
that. 

Mr.  Mowll  said  he  did  not  think  the  question  was 
relevant. 

His  Honour  :  It  shows  temper,  but  it  would  not  affect 
my  decision. 

Thomas  Tickle,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  proved  that  the  bottle 
contained  nearly  half  a  pint  of  liquid.  He  had  analysed 
a  part  of  it,  and  found  that  the  insecticide  contained 
nicotine  equal  to  not  less  than  230  grains  per  pint.  There 
were  103  grains  in  the  bottle.  Nicotine  is  a  poisonous 
vegetable  alkaloid,  and  a  grain  of  it  would  be  a  dangerous 
quantity  to  swallow,  and  two  grains  would  be  almost  cer- 
tainly fatal. 

His  Honour  :  Then  that  bottle  would  kill  fifty  people  ?— 
Witness  :  At  least. 

Mr.  Mowdl  :  A  teaspoonful  would  be  a  fatal  dose? — Wit- 
ness :  An  average  teaspoonful  would  contain  a  fatal  dose. 
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Mr.  Dobbs  :  Does  not  Navy  Cut  tobacco  contain  3  per 
cent,  of  nicotine? — Witness:  I  do  not  admit  that.  It 
would  be  much  smaller — from  I5  to  2  per  cent. 

Mr.  Dobbs  :  Have  you  ever  taken  a  Navy  Cut  cigarette 
and  put  it  in  hot  water  to  extract  the  nicotine? — Witness  : 
No. 

Mr.  Dobbs  produced  a  Navy  Cut  cigarette,  and  asked 
the  witness  whether  he  knew  that  it  contained  o  per  cent, 
of  nicotine  when  extracted  in  water. — Witness  replied  that 
it  was  a  very  small  quantity  that  would  be  found  in  a 
cigarette. 

Mr.  Dobbs  :  Could  one  extract  sufficient  to  kill  himself 
by  taking  sufficient  tobacco  ? — Witness  :  A  cigarette  is  the 
fortieth  part  of  an  ounce. 

Mr.  Mowll  :  Probably  to  derive  nicotine  to  that  extent 
one  would  have  to  get  it  from  20  lbs.  of  tobacco  ? — Wit- 
ness :  It  would  have  to  be  from  a  very  large  quantity. 

Mr.  Dobbs  :  This  insecticide  in  the  bottle  is  mixed  with 
other  ingredients — soft  soap  and  other  things  ? — Witness  : 
Yes. 

This  concluded  the  case  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Mr.  Dobbs,  in  his  address  to  the  Bench,  referred  to  the 
case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  White,  in  which  a 
seedsman  took  an  order  for  weed-killer  and  the  money ; 
the  weed-killer  was  delivered  to  the  purchaser  by  the 
manufacturer,  and  the  decision  by  the  County  Court  Judge 
that  this  did  not  constitute  a  sale  by  the  seedsman  was 
upheld  by  the  High  Court.  He  then  called  his  Honour's 
attention  to  the  preamble  to  the  Act,  and  argued  that  it 
was  intended  to  apply  to  the  compounding  or  dispensing 
of  poisons  for  medicinal  purposes,  and  not  to  apply  to 
sales  of  poisons  in  original  packages  as  received  from  the 
manufacturer,  as  was  the  case  here.  He  further  submitted 
that  there  was  no  proof  before  his  Honour  that  "  Taylor 
Bros."  was  the  name  of  the  person  who  sold  the  poison, 
and  also  it  was  not  before  him  that  Taylor  Bros,  were  the 
names  of  any  individual  or  person.  That  being  so,  he 
argued  that  the  decision  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v. 
London  and  Provincial  Supply  Association,  Ltd.,  applied. 

Sir  John  Paget  dissented,  saying  that  the  defendants 
were  not  a  limited  company,  but  a  firm  of  three  natural 
persons. 

Mr.  Dobbs  replied  that  Section  15  makes  a  particular 
person  liable.  He  submitted  that  being  brought  there  in 
the  name  of  Messrs.  Taylor  Bros,  was  not  bringing  a 
natural  person,  and  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that 
Taylor  Bros,  were  in  existence  at  all. 

His  Honour  was  of  opinion  there  was  a  difference,  and 
that  if  two  or  three  persons  kept  open  a  shop  for  the  sale 
of  poisons,  each  is  liable.  His  opinion  would  be  that 
Taylor  Bros,  meant  two  brothers. 

Mr.  Dobbs  :  There  is  a  widow  in  it. 

His  Honour  :  You  seem  to  know  all  about  it. 

Mr.  Dobbs  reiterated  his  argument,  but  said  if  they  had 
been  brought  there  under  Section  17  he  would  not  have 
attempted  to  argue  the  point.  He  also  stated  that  the 
safety  of  the  public  had  not  been  endangered.  There  was 
a  matter  of  jealousy  on  the  part  of  chemists  against  Messrs. 
Taylor  Bros.,  who  had  carried  on  the  business  for  some 
years,  and  their  father  and  other  persons  before  them,  for 
getting  orders  for  that  particular  article.  He  submitted 
that  this  was  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  bring  before  his  Honour  a  firm  of 
respectable  people,  and  he  asked  his  Honour  to  give  judg- 
ment in  the  defendants'  favour,  in  order  to  show  the 
Society  that  they  must  be  particular  when  they  bring  those 
actions,  and  that  they  ought  to  have  gone  to  the  trouble  to 
show  who  Messrs.  Taylor  Bros.  are. 

Mr.  Mowll,  in  reply,  submitted  that  the  defence  rested 
almost  entirely  on  mere  dicta.  He  explained  from  his 
point  of  view  what  the  High  Court  cases  were,  and  on  the 
question  of  keeping  open  a  shop  submitted  that  the  case  was 
perfectly  clear.  A  man  went  into  the  shop  after  seeing  a 
bottle  of  insecticide  advertised  for  sale  in  the  window. 
He  went  in  and  asked  for  one  of  the  bottles.  It  was  given 
to  him,  and  he  paid  for  it.  He  showed  how  that  differed 
from  the  White  case,  and  further  quoted  Berry  r.  Hen- 
derson, Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  Piper,  and  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  v.  Armson. 

His  Honour,  in  giving  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs,  said 


he  thought  the  Act  was  in  no  way  confined  to  chemists  or 
medicines.  The  insecticide  in  the  bottle  was  sufficient  to 
kill  fifty  persons,  and  a  person  bent  on  doing  harm  to 
himself  could  purchase  it.  He  considered  that  it  came 
under  the  head  of  keeping  open  a  shop,  although  a  great 
many  other  things  were  sold  at  the  shop.  The  shop  need 
not  be  exclusively  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  A  hairdresser 
who  sold  poisons  would  be  equally  liable.  A  very  few" 
persons  keep  shops  exclusively  for  the  sale  of  poisons. 
The  fact  that  the  article  was  not  compounded  at  the  shop 
did  not  come  in.  As  to  the  persons,  he  thought  that  was 
a  distinction  really  between  what  is  a  corporation  or  an 
association  and  an  individual.  He  thought  that  all  the 
persons  constituting  the  firm  might  be  brought  in  as  defen- 
dants. There  would,  therefore,  be  judgment  for  plaintiffs, 
with  costs. 

A  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  costs  to  be  allowed, 
and  his  Honour  made  an  order  for  the  costs  to  be  accord- 
ing to  Scale  C,  but  the  analyst's  fee  was  not  allowed. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. 

At  the  Guildhall,  on  May  27,  before  Alderman  Sir  Alfred 
Newton,  Messrs.  Potter  and  Clarke,  Viaduct  House,  Far- 
ringdon  Street,  E.C.,  were  summoned  for  selling  3  ozs. 
of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite  to  the 
extent  of  71  per  cent.  For  the  defence  it  was  pleaded  that 
sweet  nitre  is  an  article  which  degenerates  when  kept  in 
stock.  It  was  stated  that  the  firm  had  been  in  business  for 
ninety-three  years  and  never  had  a  complaint  before.  The 
Alderman  :  it  is  a  thing  of  general  domestic  consumption, 
and  you  should  take  care  not  to  have  more  on  your  premises, 
than  you  can  dispose  of  within  a  reasonable  time.  I  shall 
fine  the  firm  40*.,  and  17*.  6d.  costs. 

At  the  Mansion  House  Police  Court,  cn  May  31,  before  the 
Lord  Mayor  (Alderman  John  Pound),  Maximilian  Joseph 
Matthaei,  chemist  and  druggist,  12  Cullum  Street,  E.C.- 
was  charged  with  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  which  was 
33  per  cent,  deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite.  Mr.  W.  H.  May, 
sanitary  inspector,  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Kirby  (for 
the  Chemists'  Defence  Association)  appeared  for  the  defen- 
dant. 

The  purchase  having  been  proved  by  a  lad  named  George 
Andrews  and  by  Mr.  May,  Mr.  Kirby,  in  cross-examin- 
ing the  latter,  obtained  the  admission  that  iron  pills  had 
been  purchased  from  the  defendant  at  the  same  time  as 
the  sweet  nitre,  and  they  were  found  to  be  genuine.  Mr. 
May  further  stated  that  defendant  had  been  in  business  in 
Cuilum  Street  for  many  years,  during  which  period 
samples  of  drugs  had  been  purchased  from  him  and 
analysed  on  eight  previous  occasions,  all  being  found 
correct. 

Mr.  Kirby,  for  the  defence,  said  he  had  no  desire  to  ask 
the  Court  to  justify  chemists  in  selling  medicines  below  the- 
proper  strength,  but  he  would  show  that  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre  was  liable  to  rapid  evaporation  and  to  internal  changes 
which  could  not  be  avoided.  The  B.P.  standard  for  sweet 
nitre  is,  he  said,  far  too  high  for  the  handling  it  undergoes 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade. 

The  Clerk  quoted  the  Mercury  Ointment  decision  in  the 
High  Court,  but 

Mr.  Kirby  pointed  out  that  in  that  case  the  existence  of  a. 
commercial  standard  was  pleaded;  in  the  case  under  con- 
sideration his  contention  was,  not  that  there  is  a  commercial, 
standard,  but  that  the  standard  is  so  high  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  chemists  in  actual  business  to  keep  the  sweet 
nitre  up  to  it. 

Mr.  Matthaei,  in  the  witness-box,  said  the  sweet  nitre  was- 
obtained  from  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd., 
in  October  last.  He  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  when 
received  from  them  the  sweet  nitre  was  of  the  proper 
strength.  The  third  sample  (left  by  the  inspector),  which 
he  produced,  was  corked,  and  covered  by  a  pleated  paper- 
cap,  and  sealed  round  the  edges.  The  cap  was  bleached 
by,  witness  said,  the  escape  of  the  ethyl  nitrite  gas  from 
the  insufficiently-corked  bottle,  which  showed  that  even 
with  the  inspector's  care  there  was  considerable  evaporation. 

Mr.   Martin  Priest,  F.I.C.,   deposed  to  the  extreme 
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volatility  of  ethyl  nitrite,  and  also  as  to  the  decomposition 
that  takes  place  by  keeping.  According  to  experiments  he 
had  made,  a  loss  of  from  5  to  11  per  cent,  occurs  each  time  an 
inspector  divides  a  quantity  of  sweet  nitre  into  three  parts. 
During  the  past  few  days  he  had  purchased  and  examined 
oighteen  samples  cf  sweet  nitre.  Fourteen  of  these  were 
•obtained  from  chemists  of  repute  in  the  City,  and  the  average 
strength  came  out  at  3.8  volumes.  In  these  cases  he  did  not 
divide  each  sample,  as  the  inspector  would  do,  or  the  per- 
centage would  have  been  lower.  There  is  no  way  in  which 
this  loss  can  be  avoided  by  chemists  continually  selling  the 
drug. 

A  list  of  the  City  chemists  from  whom  Mr.  Priest  had 
purchased  his  samples  was  handed  in  for  the  inspection  of 
the  Lord  Mayor,  Clerk,  and  inspector,  and  all  agreed  that 
the  vendors  were  high-class  people. 

Mr.  William  Johnston,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Brixton, 
gave  evidence  of  experiments  he  had  made  in  the  volatility 
of  ethyl  nitrite.  In  his  opinion  defendant  had  taken  all 
proper  precautions  in  the  storage  of  the  sweet  nitre.  He  did 
not  agree  with  the  B.P.  standard.  In  the  light  of  his  own 
experience  and  of  scientific  knowledge  on  the  subject  it  was 
too  high.  The  quantity  usually  bought  by  the  retail  chemist 
is  1  lb.  The  Lord  Mayor,  in  imposing  a  fine  of  10s.  and 
17s.  6c?.  costs,  remarked  that  he  thought  chemists  ought  to 
buy  such  a  drug  in  smaller  quantities. 

The  Waitress  and  the  Book-keeper. 
An  action  for  breach  of  promise  was  heard  on  May  30 
at  the  Liverpool  Court  of  Passage,  the  plaintiff  being 
Marie  McCaig,  a  waitress  at  a  Liverpool  cafe,  and  the  J 
•defendant  William  Sievers,  a  book-keeper  in  the 
employ  of  Messrs.  R.  Sumner  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists, 
Lord  Street.  It  was  stated  that  defendant  had  besides 
a  printing  business  in  Boundary  Lane ;  but  in  his  evidence 
defendant  deposed  that  he  was  twenty-five  years  old,  and 
■a  chemist's  assistant  at  a  salary  of  30?.  a  week.  He  did 
mot  receive  anything  from  the  printing  business,  though 
he  had  a  third  share  in  it.  In  the  result  the  jury  found 
for  the  plaintiff,  awarding  251.  damages. 


County  Court  Cases. 

"Drugs  for  Nothing." 
In  the  City  of  London  Court,  cn  Friday,  before  Judge 
Lumley  Smith,  K.C.,  the  case  of  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd., 
r.  Vores  was  heard.  The  plaintiffs  applied  to  have  the 
defendant,  Dr.  Vores,  168  Romford  Road,  committed  for 
anon-payment  of  111.  4s.  10c/.  due  for  drugs  supplied.  The 
defendant  said  he  could  not  pay  the  debt.  His  income 
derived  from  his  practice  during  the  past  five  years  had  been 
no  more  than  120/.  a  year.  The  rent  of  his  house  crippled 
him.  He  had  three  children  at  home  and  four  out.  The 
plaintiffs'  representative  said  that  the  debt  was  for  drugs 
supplied  as  long  ago  as  1902.  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  K.C. 
(addressing  the  defendant)  :  This  is  all  very  fine,  you  know. 
You  cannot  get  drugs  for  nothing.  People  give  credit  to 
gentlemen  in  your  position  because  of  your  position,  and 
it  is  rather  rough  that  they  should  have  supplied  you  with 
drugs  for  nothing.  Defendant  said  he  was  willing  to  pay 
10s.  a  month,  and  an  order  was  made  accordingly. 

An  Unsatisfactory  Apprentice. 
At  Dundalk  Quarter  Sessions,  on  May  26,  before  Judge 
Kisbey,  an  apprentice  named  Donnelly  sued  Mr.  T.  R. 
Connolly,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  €lanbrassil  Street,  Dun- 
dalk, for  return  of  251.  indenture  money. 

It  appeared  that  plaintiff  was  dismissed  for  inattention 
and  general  carelessness  in  his  business.  On  one  occasion 
a  man  named  Flynn  called  for  a  draught  while  suffering  from 
diarrhoea,  and  plaintiff,  it  was  alleged,  gave  him  two  doses  of 
jalap,  the  first  of  which  he  told  him  to  drink  up  quickly. 
(Laughter.)  Plaintiff  denied  it  was  jalap  he  gave  and  said 
it  was  liquorice-powder,  but  Flynn  was  positive  it  was 
jalap  and  said  he  did  not  get  over  the  effects  of  it  for  ten 
days.  He  knew  it  was  jalap  as  he  gave  it  to  dogs  and  tasted 
it  himself. 

Mr.  Dickie  (for  plaintiff)  :  For  what  complaint  ? 
Flynn  :  For  curiosity.  (Laughter.) 

His  Honour  :  That  is  a  very  curious  complaint. 
(Laughter.) 

After  further  evidence  it  appeared  that  12?.  10s.  was 


lodged  in  court,  and  His  Honour,  in  giving  judgment,  said 
it  was  clearly  established  that  plaintiff  was  a  very  un- 
satisfactory apprentice,  and  but  for  the  fact  that  12/.  10s. 
was  lodged  in  court  he  would  have  dismissed  the  action. 
However,  he  would  give  a  decree  for  that  amount,  and 
plaintiff  consented  to  accept  that. 


Bankruptcies  anb  failures. 


Re  Talbot  Bridgewater,  trading  as  the  Progressive  Medi- 
cal Alliance,  at  59  Oxford  Street,  W.— The  following  are 
among  the  creditors :  Apothecaries'  Society,  London  (40/  ), 
and  Battley  &  Watts,  London  (28/.). 

Re  Frederick  William  Hughes,  66  Greenough  Street, 
Wigan,  Lanes,  Druggist.— In  this  case  the  first  meeting  of  the 
creditors  was  held  last  week  at  19  Exchange  Street,  Bolton. 
It  appears  that  the  debtor  started  business  without  capital 
in  1898,  and  now  stated  that  in  consequence  of  bad  trade  the 
profits  were  not  sufficient  for  household  expenses.  The  un- 
secured liabilities  arc  stated  at  68/.  Is.  6c/.,  and  the  assets 
5/.  4s. 

Re  John  Melbourne  Rees,  8  High  Street,  Redhill,  Surrey, 
late  2  Southgatc  Street,  Bath,  6  The  Street,  Radstock,  Somer- 
set, and  76  iNorfolk  Avenue,  Southend,  Essex,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. — The  statement  of  accounts  filed  in  this  case  show 
liabilities  amounting  to  2,264/.  13s.,  and  net  assets  946/.  13s.  4c/. 
The  Official  Receiver's  report  states  that  the  receiving  order 
was  made,  on  the  debtor's  petition,  on  May  5,  and  he  was  ad- 
judicated bankrupt  on  May  12  by  consent.  The  debtor  states 
that  previous  to  Juno  1901  he  was  a  chemist's  assistant,  and 
he  then  started  business,  with  a  borrowed  capital  of  250/., 
at  Grays  as  a  chemist  and  druggist.  He  afterwards  opened 
other  businesses  at  Southend,  Bath,  and  Radstock,  all  of 
which  he  sold,  and  in  February  last  he  opened  his  present 
premises  at  8  High  Street,  Redhill.  No  accounts  have  been 
kept  which  show  the  debtor's  financial  position  at  any  time, 
and  he  alleges  that  he  was  not  aware  that  he  could  not  pay  20s. 
in  the  £  until  May  1  last,  when  he  was  compelled  to  call  his 
creditors  together,  but  he  admits  that  for  three  years  previous 
to  January  1905  he  drew  600/.  per  annum  from  the  business 
for  household  expenses,  which  was  far  in  excess  of  his  profits. 
With  the  exception  of  two  creditors,  whose  claims  amount  to 
476/.,  practically  the  whole  of  the  creditors  scheduled  are  for 
goods  supplied  during  1904  and  1905.  The  creditors  fully 
secured  hold  a  charge  upon  the  lease  of  the  Redhill  premises, 
and  upon  a  certain  agreement  between  the  debtor  and  the 
purchaser  of  the  Southend  business,  under  which  the  debtor 
is  to  receive  a  stated  sum  in  the  event  of  the  profits  of  the 
business  exceeding  a  certain  amount,  and,  further,  a  charge 
upon  two  life-policies.  The  creditor  partly  secured  holds  two 
bills  of  exchange  for  25/.  and  30?.  respectively.  The  debtor's 
wife  claims  part  of  the  household  furniture  as  having  been 
purchased  by  her  with  money  provided  by  her  father.  The 
alleged  causes  of  failure  by  the  debtor  are :  "  Insufficient 
capital,  illness  of  self,  owing  to  which  my  takings  at  the  Bath 
business  fell  away  considerably,  inability  to  complete  the  sale 
of  that  business  for  the  amount  originally  offered  for  it,  living 
beyond  my  means,  losses  made  in  connection  with  the  sale  of 
my  Southend  residence,  and  bill  transactions."  The  de- 
ficiency is  as  follows:  Net  profit  arising  from  carrying  on 
Redhill  business  from  February  4.  1905,  to  date  of  receiving 
order,  after  deducting  usual  trade  expenses,  102/.  10s.,  de- 
ficiency 1,307/.  19s.  8c/. ;  total  amount  to  be  accounted  for 

I,  410/.  9s.  8c/.  Net  loss  arising  from  carrying  on  Bath  business 
from  July,  1904,  to  March  15,  1905,  after  deducting  from 
profits  the  usual  trade  expenses,  estimated  400/.  ;  bad  debts 

II.  Is.  10c/. ;  expenses  incurred  since  July,  1904,  other  than 
usual  trade  expenses  of  self,  estimated  309/.  17s.  2d. ;  life  in- 
surance premiums  32/.  5s.  8cZ. ;  illness  of  self  October,  1904, 
70/. ;  furniture,  etc.  (cost  75/.,  now  estimated  to  produce  20/.), 
55/. ;  bills  of  exchange  for  711/.  5s.,  accepted  by  debtor  in  part 
payment  of  Grays  business,  discounted  for  600/.,  111/.  5s. ;  stock 
written  off  200/. ;  fixtures,  fittings  written  off  90/.  ;  interest  on 
borrowed  money  estimated  100/. ;  law  costs  estimated  20/. ; 
sheriff's  charges  estimated  15/.  ;  total  amount  accounted  for 
1,410/.  9s.  8c/.  The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was  held  on  May  26 
at  the  offices  of  the  Official  Receiver,  24  Railway  Approach, 
London  Bridge,  S.E.  Mr.  A.  S.  Cully,  Official  Receiver,  p»e- 
sided,  and  there  were  a  considerable  number  of  creditors  pre- 
sent. Having  dealt  with  the  various  proofs,  the  Chairman  said 
ho  understood  that  a  private  meeting  of  the  creditors  was  held 
prior  to  the  bankruptcy  proceedings,  and  the  creditors  would 
probably  therefore  know  a  good  deal  about  the  debtor's  trans- 
actions. The  debtor  seemed  to  have  been  engaged  in  opening 
chemists'  shops  and  selling  them  at  a  profit,  and  in  several 
instances  he  had  done  this,  while  in  one  or  two  others  he  had 
lost  money.  The  case  undoubtedly  was  one  that  would  re- 
quire the  most  careful  investigation,  inasmuch  as  the  debtor 
had  handled  large  sums  of  money.    Debtor  had  written  to 
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say  that  he  was  unable  to  supply  a  proper  cash  account,  but 
he  could  give  fairly  accurate  details  from  his  bank-book. 
The  books  of  the  various  businesses  had  been  sold  to  the 
purchasers,  so  that  if  they  showed  the  various  transactions, 
which  he  doubted,  it  would  be,  difficult  to  get  hold  of  them. 
The  bank-book,  however,  was  being  analysed,  and  very  ex- 
haustive inquiry   was   needed,    as   largo   sums   were  not 
accounted  for  in  that  book.    With  regard  to  the  Redhill  busi- 
ness, this  was  being  carried  on  by  him  (the  Official  Receiver), 
and  a  reliable  man  was  in  charge,  and  the  bankrupt  was  assist- 
ing under  supervision.    The  takings  at  this  shop  were  about 
12/.  a  week.    Dealing  with  the  deficiency  account,  the  Chair- 
man said  that  one  of  the  creditors  had  called  his  attention  to 
an  item  there  of  400Z-,  stated  to  bo  the  loss  that  had  occurred 
from  carrying  on  the  business,  it  being  urged  that  it  was 
impossible  for  such  a  loss  to  have  occurred  in  the  time.  The 
debtor  attributed  his  insolvency  partly  to  inability  to  complete 
the  sale  of  the  Bath  business  for  the  amount  originally  offered 
for  it.    The  original  offer  was  8001. ,  but  it  was  in  fact  subse- 
quently sold  for  600/.   The  representatives  of  Messrs.  Butler  & 
Urispe  said  that  at  the  former  meeting  they  had  asked  to  see 
the  deed  of  partnership  which  it  was  stated  had  been  entered 
into  with  a  Mr.  Fuge,  and  were  told  it  was  destroyed. 
Naturally  they  were  not  satisfied  with  that  statement.  The 
Chairman  read  the  debtor's  statement  on  the  matter,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  the  purchaser  was  to  be  entitled  to 
have  his  money  back  if  he  was  not  satisfied,  and  Mr.  Fuge  had 
received  back  his  1001.    The  debtor  asserted  that  Mr.  Fuge 
was  in  no  sense  his  partner,  but  had  merely  been  a  manager. 
After  considerable  discussion  Mr.  E.  H.  Hawkins,  of  Barbi- 
can, E.C.,  was  appointed  trustee,  with  a  committee  of  inspec- 
tion consisting  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Cower  (Butler  &  Crispe),  Mr. 
P.  J.  Joseph  (P.  Joseph  &  Son),  and  Mr.  Charles  Oates 
(Gilbert  &  Rivmgton).    The  following  are  creditors:  Allen  & 
Ha,nburys,  Ltd.,  London  (12/.) ;  Allen  &  Sons,  Bath  (17/.) ; 
Ashton  &  Parsons,  Ltd.,  London  (10/.) ;  Breidenbach,  London 
(20/.);   W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London  (121.);  Butler  & 
Crispe,  London  (630/.);  W.  Butcher  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  London 
(46/.);  E.  Bidwell,  London  (16?.);  Burgovr.e,  Burbidges  & 
Co.,  London  (10/.);  H.  J.  Cooper,  London  (17/.);  E.  Cook  & 
£;\Lt™'  London  <14^);  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London 
(13/.) ;  T.  Christy  &  Co.,  London  (12/.) ;  Crown  Perfumery 
Co.,  London  (25/.) ;  Creswell  Bros.  &  Schmitz,  London  (16/.) ; 
Carmichael  &  Co.,  London  (10/.);  Davy  Hill  &  Co.,  London 
(13/.);  Erasmic  Co..  Warrington  (10/.);  Ford,  Shapland  & 
Co.,  London  (32/.);  Ficldings,  Ltd.,  London  (176/.);  D.  &  W 
Gibbs,  Ltd.,  London  (32/.);   Gilbert  &  Rivington,  London 
(22/.) ;  J.  Goldhill  &  Sons,  London  (26/.) ;  Houjrhtons,  Ltd. 
London  (40/.) ;  Philip  Joseph  &  Sons,  London  (308/.) ;  Kodak' 
Ltd.,  London  (22/.);  Keen's  Medicine  Co.,  London  (12/)- 
Lynch  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London  (45/.);  John  Morgan  Richards  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  London  (10/.) ;  Marshalls,  Ltd.,  London  (22/.) ;  H 
Quelch  &  Sons.  London  (30/.) ;,  Mrs.  Rees,  Redhill  (300/.)  ; 
bchutze  &  Co   Ltd.,  London  (14/.) ;  J.  Sanger  &  Sons.  London 
(23/.);  J  M.  Smith,  Ltd.,  London  (17/.);  C.  Tyler  &  England 
Bros.    London  (19/.)  ;  R.  V.  Wagner,  London  (16/.);  G.  B. 
Kent  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  London  (13/.). 


<Sa3ette 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 
Bartholomeusz,  M.  J..,  and  Graham,  C.  H.„  Old  Caven 
dish  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  W.,  general  medical  prac 
titioners. 

Youn  *,  T.   Z\,  and  Stevenson,  R.,  Bootle,  Lancashire 
physicians,  etc. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Orders. 
IttcCombie,  Charles  Field,  trading  as  C.  McCombie  &  Co., 
St.  Dunstan's  Hill,  E.C.,  and  Bulwer  Road,  Leytonstone, 
E.,  merchant. 

Waller,  ZWalvlne  &.  Co.,  Euston  Square,  lately  Marylebone 
Passage,  Wells  Street,  W.,  manufacturing  chomists. 
Adjudications. 

Henderson,  JEneas,  Radcliffe,  Lanes,  medical  practitioner. 
Walker,  Frederick  Vincent,  late  Finchley  Road,  N.W., 

now  Bremfelde  Road,  Clapham,  S.W.,  dentist. 
Wheatley,  Henry,  Pontefract,  Yorkshire,  liquorice-refiner. 


The  imports  of  chemicals  into  Havre  during  1904  amounted 
to  283,994  cwt.,  being  33,158  cwt.  above  the  average  of  the 
previous  five  years. 

The  Decimal  Association  inform  us  that  d  uring  the  coming' 
Session  of  the  Australian  Commonwealth  Parliament  a  Bill 
dealing  with  weights  and  measures  is  to  be  introduced,  which 
will  probably  make  the  metric  system  compulsory. 


IRcw  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 

Benton,  Keighley  &  Reynolds,  Ltd. — Capital  2,500/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  all  or  any  of  the  assets  of 
Lennox,  Benton  &  Reynolds,  Ltd.,  to  adopt  an  agreement 
with  C.  W.  Keighley,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemical, 
electrical,  and  general  engineers,  founders,  manufacturing 
chemists,  etc.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are 
C.  H.  Benton,  C.  W.  Keighley,  and  L.  B.  Reynolds.  Quali- 
fication (except  directors  appointed  by  debenture  holtlers), 
100/.  Any  holder  of  800  ordinary  shares  may  have  an  ap- 
proved representative  on  the  Board.  Remuneration  as  fixed 
by  the  company. 

A.  Lowe,  Ltd. — Capital  500/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To 
carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  opticians,  dealers 
in  salts,  medicines,  proprietary  articles,  toilet  requisites, 
photographic  materials,  scientific,  surgical,  and  optical  in- 
struments, etc.,  and  to  employ  qualified  persons  to  act  on  the 
company's  behalf  as  pharmaceutical,  analytical,  and  advising 
chemists,  opticians,  or  otherwise.  The  first  subscribers  arc : 
A.  Lowe,  97  Grove  Road,  Norwich,  chemist  and  druggist ; 
Mrs.  E.  Lowe,  Miss  E.  M.  Lowe,  and  Miss  A.  Lowe,  of  the 
same  address;  A.  'J.  Berry,  Bank  Buildings,  Bank  Plain, 
Norwich,  accountant  ;■  H.  Pye,  5  Recreation  Road,  Norwich, 
cashier ;  and  Miss  E.  R.  Robinson,  30  Grove  Road,  Norwich. 
Registered  office,  5  and  6  Church  Street,  Haymarket,  Nor- 
wich. 

Brown's  Fly  Coil  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  5,500/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  H.  Moss  and  Mary  J. 
Moss,  to  acquire  the  business  of  Brown  &  Co.,  in  particular 
the  recipes  and  full  information  relatiug  to  manufacturing 
and  the  right  to  manufacture  and  deal  in  certain  prepara- 
tions known  as  fly-catching  liquid  gum,  bird-lime,  or  other 
compounds,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers 
and  sellers  of  the  said  preparations,  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  all  kinds  of  similar  preparations  and  dru<p, 
chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  etc.  The 
first  directors  are  H.  Moss,  Mary  J.  Moss,  and  A.  A.  Stark. 
Qualification  600  shares.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  com- 
pany.   Registered  office.  Brook  Street,  Bury. 

A.  Edgell  &  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  the  Burlington 
Works,  Bickley  Road,  Leyton,  as  A.  Edgell  &  Co.,  to  adopt 
an  agreement  with  A.  Edgell  and  J.  E.  Taylor,  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  boot,  stay,  and  corset  makers,  artificial  eye 
and  limb  makers,  bandage,  crutch,  chair,  stretcher,  carriage 
and  ambulance  makers,  chemists,  druggists,  providers  of  all 
requisites  for  hospital  patients  and  invalids,  etc.  Registered 
office,  Burlington  Works,  Bickley  Road,  Leyton. 

Shirley  &  Son,  Ltd.— Capital" 50,000/.,  in.  17.  shares  (25,000 
6-per-eent.  cumulative  preference).  Objects:  To  carry  on  the 
business  of  wholesale  and  retail  grocers,  wine  and  spirit  mer- 
chants, druggists,  dealers  in  patent  and  homoeopathic  medi- 
cines and  perfumery,  etc.,  and  in  particular  to  take  over  the 
business  carried  on  by  S.  Shirley  and  A.  Shirley  at  Victoria 
Street,  Clifton,  and  119  Whiteladies'  Road,  Bristol,  as  "The 
Clifton  Supply  "  (formerly  R.  R.  Wheeler),  at  26  and  28  The 
Mall,  Clifton,  49  and  139  Whiteladies'  Road.  Bristol,  and 
Henleaze  Road,  Bristol,  as  "  The  Civil  and  Military  Stores," 
and  at  4,  5,  6,  and  6a  Maiden  Street,  and  19  St.  Mary  Street, 
Weymouth,  as  "  The  Civil  and  Military  Stores,  late  Lundie 
&  Co."  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are 
S.  Shirley  (chairman),  S.  A.  Shirley  (managing  director),  and 
T.  M.  Darling.    Registered  office,  1  Exchange  East,  Bristol. 

The  Scottish  Electro-Medical  Institute,  Ltd. — Capital 
1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Object :  To  establish  and  carry  on  the 
I  usiness  of  electro-medical  treatment  of  human  ailments,  and 
afterwards,  if  considered  desirable,  the  treatment  of  such 
ailments  by  electricity  in  all  its  forms  and  uses,  and  to  employ 
and  appoint  in  Scotland  duly  qualified  persons  for  these 
purposes.  First  subscribers :  John  Glover,  manufacturer  and 
warehouseman,  7  Buchanan  Terrace,  Paisley ;  William 
Wilson,  clerk,  21  Oakshaw  Street,  Paisley ;  William  H. 
Turean,  merchant,  52  St.  Enoch  Square,  Glasgow  ;  J.  Lind- 
say Mackay,  solicitor,  24  Blythswood  Square,  Glasgow ;  J. 
Haydn  Young,  C.A.,  22  Renfield  Street,  Glasgow ;  Frank 
Lee,  medical  electrician,  7  India  Street,  Glasgow;  R.  W. 
Reid,  cashier,  24  Blythswood  Square,  Glasgow.  Office, 
24  Blythswood  Square,  Glasgow. 


Disinfectants,  Ltd. — A  meetinc;  of  the  members  will  be 
held  at  Winchester  Plouse  011  Thursday.  June  22,  at  two 
o'clock,  for  an  account  of  the  winding-up  and  statement  as  to 
how  the  property  has  been  disposed  of. 

Sale  of  Shares. — A  sale  of  shares  at  Lincoln  on  May  26 
included  10  1/.  6  per  cent,  second  preference  shares  (fully 
paid)  in  Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Southern).  Ltd.,  which  sold  at 
1/.  0s.  6t7.  each  ;  63  1/.  6  per  cent,  preference  shares  Boots 
(Eastern),  1/.  As.  9d.  each;   20  1/.  ordinary  shares  Boots 
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(Eastern),  21.  Is.  9d.  each,  and  22  similar  shares,  21.  Is.  6(7. 
each;  20  1/.  6  per  cent,  preference  Boots  (Western),  Ltd., 
1/.  2s.  3(7.  each  ;  20  1/.  7  per  cent,  preferred  ordinary  Boots 
Pure  Drug  Co.,  11.  5s.  l?d.  each. 

'  Chemical  Companies. — The  "  Economist  "  of  May  20  devotes 
a  page  to  consideration  of  the  reports  of  Borax  Consolidated, 
Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.,  the  Castner-Kellner  Co.,  and  the 
United  Alkali  Co.,  contrasting  the  results  of  the  working  in 
1903  and  1904.   The  following  table  is  given  : 


Gross 

Profits 

Administrat  ion 
Charges,  etc. 

Net  Profits 

Debenture 
Interest 

1903 

1904 

1903 

1904 

1903 

1904 

1903 

1904 

Borax  Consol.  ... 
B.  M.  &  Co. 
Oastner  -  Kelluer 
United  Alkali  ... 

£ 

291,337 
613,922 
49.487 
385.185 

£ 

275,971 
684,986 
58,880 
411,584 

£ 
25,066 
65,417 
7,466 
54.352 

£ 
25.701 
72,453 

6.522 
62,531 

£ 

206,270 
548.505 
42,021 
330,833 

£ 

250.270 
612,922 
52,358 
349,053 

£ 
52.500 

10,375 
128,197 

£ 

54,100 

10,153 
130,034 

The  United  Alkali  Co.  is  not  paying  a  dividend  on  ordinary 
shares,  whereas  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.'s  dividend  has  been  in- 
creased from  30  to  35  per  cent.,  and  over  a  quarter  of  a 
million  has  been  placed  to  reserve  in  two  years.  Our  con- 
temporary points  out  that  the  U.A.C.'s  position  is  due  to 
over-capitalisation,  and  advises  writing  down  to  an  approxi- 
mation of  the  company's  real  assets. 
German  Pharmacists'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. — (Han- 

DELSGESELLSCHAFT    DETJTSCHER     ApOTHEKER     m.b.     H.). — Oyer 

1.200  members  belong  to  this  company,  which  has  a  capital 
of  356,000m.  The  directors  have  declared  a  dividend  of 
5  per  cent,  on  the  original  shares,  and  those  who  are  cus- 
tomers of  the  Society  will  receive  6  per  cent,  dividend.  The 
report  states  that  the  returns  showed  a  steady  increase.  In 
September  the  business  was  removed  to  larger  premises  at 
43  Neue  Friedrichstrasse.  The  enlargement  of  the  business 
a.nd  the  opening  of  a  branch  in  Cologne  has  necessitated  an 
increase  in  (he  staff.  The  society  has  registered  the  word 
'"  Hageda  "  for  its  goods. 

Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Co.,  Ltd.— The  report  of  the 
directors  for  1904  states  that  the  profit  of  the  company  comes 
out  even  better  this  year  than  last  year.  The  revolution  in 
Uruguay  did  not  interfere  to  any  great  extent  with  the  work- 
ing of  the  company's  business  at  Fray  Bentos,  but  the  after- 
effects are  felt  in  the  scarcity  and  dearness  of  cattle.  The 
River  Plate  Local  Committee  held  their  annual  meeting  at 
Fray  Bentos  on  December  6  and  7,  1904  ;  buildings  and  plant 
were  reported  in  an  efficient  state,  and  the  company's  books 
were  audited,  and  certified  correct.  The  committee  held  their 
first  annual  meeting  at  Colon  Factory  on  December  5,  1904, 
and  were  satisfied  with  the  progress  there  made.  The  pur- 
chase of  two  new  estancias,  representing  together  some  32,000 
acres,  has  been  practically  completed.  It  has  been  further 
arranged  to  buy  another  estancia  (12,000  acres)  in  Entre  Rios. 
Exchange  in  the  River  Plate  having  again  ruled  high,  the 
company  shipped  out  during  the  year  645,000?.  in  gold.  The 
year's  working  shows  such  good  result  that  the  directors 
again  recommend  the  payment  of  a  special  bonus  of  5  per 
cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares.  The  balance  of  profit  and  loss 
account  amounts  to  220,416/.  18s.  8(7.,  and  out  of  this  have 
been  paid  :  Six  months'  interest  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum  on 
100,000  preference  shares  (12,500/.),  six  months'  interest  at 
5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  100.000  preference  shares  (12,500/.), 
an  interim  dividend  of  10  per  cent."  on  the  ordinary  shares 
(50,000/.).  The  directors  propose  to  appropriate  the  balance 
in,  paying  a  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares  of  10  per  cent. 
(  =  10s.  per  share),  50,000/.,  making,"  with  the  interim  divi- 
dend, 20  per  cent,  for  the  year,  and  a  special  bonus  of  5  per 
cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares  (  =  5s.  per  share),  25,000/.,  carry- 
ing to  reserve  30,000/.,  to  employes'  provident  fund  2,000/., 
deducting  17,181/.  for  directors'  percentages,  leaving  a  sum 
of  21,236/.  0s.  9<2.  to  be  carried  forward. 

Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Eastern),  Ltd. — The  directors  have 
issued  a  statement  respecting  the  accounts  for  the  half-year 
which  ended  on  March  31,  showing  net  profit  of  11,515/.  for 
the  period.  During  that  time  16,042/.  of  5  per  cent,  second 
preference  shares  has  been  issued,  and  nearly  14,000/.  of  this 
lias  been  expended  on  freehold  properties.  The  balance  of 
profit  from  last  year  was  8,666/.  odd,  and,  with  the  half-year's 
net  profits,  a  sum  of  20,182/.  has  to  be  dealt  with.  From  this 
dividends  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  preference  shares 
absorb  2,888/.,  5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  second  prefer- 
ence 1,758/.  4s.  Id.,  and  12  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  ordi- 
nary shares  (free  of  income-tax)  4,800/.,  altogether 
9,438/.  4s.   Id.    The  directors  propose  to  add  250/.  to  the 


contingency  fund,  to  pay  management  expenses  for  the  half- 
year  (free  of  income-tax)  375/.,  to  add  650/.  to  Branch 
Managers'  (Chemists)  Provident  Fund,  and  to  give  50/.  _  to 
medical  charities.  A  balance  of  9,418/.  19s.  2d.  is  to  bo  carried 
forward.  The  profit  and  loss  account  shows  receipts 
16  611/.  0s.  4f/.  from  trading  profit  and  rents,  and  27/.  2s.  6(7. 
from  transfer  fees.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  300.000/., 
of  which  256,042/.  has  been  issued  and  called  up.  The  liabili- 
ties arc-  Creditors  18,548/.  4s.  9(Z.,  branch  managers'  fund 
10,519/.  6s.  Id. ,  reserve  and  contin- 
gency funds  77,336/.  17s.,  depreciation 
fund' 34,878/.  6s.,  and  profit  and  loss 
account.  less  dividends  paid, 
10,743/.  19s.  2d.  The  assets  consist  of 
freehold  shops  and  warehouses 
106.355/.  17s.  5<7.,  leasehold  and  other 
properties,  fittings,  etc.,  at  ninety- 
five  retail  branches,  and  fittings,  etc., 
in  warehouses  at  Nottingham, 
S  h  e  ffi  e  1  d.  and  Yarmouth 
147,858/.  10s.  5<7. ;  stock  of  goods 
101,177/.  19s.  10-/..  cash  25,125/.  17s. 
10(7.,  sundry  debtors  2,550/.  8s.,  and 
goodwill  25.000/. 

This  is  the  only  "  Boots "  com- 
pany whose  balance-sheet  is  pub- 
lished. Hitherto  the  reports  of  the  Eastern  Co.  have  been 
issued  in  November,  and  they  covered  a  year,  the  net  profits 
recorded  during  the  past  twelve  years  being  as  follows : 
1894,  8,121/.:  1895,  9.251/.;  1896,  10,200/.  ;  1897,  13,800/.;  1898, 
16,900/.  ;  1899,  18,300/.  ;  1900,  19,500/.  ;  1901.  21,091/.  ;  1902, 
21,692/.  ;  1903,  22,241/.  ;  1904.  21,249/.  ;  and  1905  (half-year), 
11,515/.  The  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares  of  this  com- 
pany has  been  12  per  cent,  for  years.  In  1900  the  same  was 
paid  on  deferred  shares,  an  item  which  has  since  disappeared 
from  the  reports.  The  following  notes  on  these  different  com- 
panies arc  of  interest : 

Boots  Pure  Drug  Co.,  Ltd. — This  is  the  original  company, 
'  formed  in  1883  to  purchase  Mr.  Jesse  Boot's  business.  The 
company  originally  consisted  of  eighteen  members,  each 
with  a  100/.  share.  It  was  reconstructed  in  1888,  but  without 
public  issue.  In  1892  the  retail  portion  of  the  business  was 
transferred  to  the  Eastern  Co.,  and  with  the  money 
obtained  shops  were  acquired  or  opened  elsewhere,  which 
were  subsequently  disposed  of  to  other  companies.  Now 
we  understand  the  Pure  Drug  Co.,  as  manufacturer  and 
wholesaler,  plays  the  part  of  feeder  to  the  other  companies. 
There  was, an  issue  in  1900  of  100,000  1/.  6  per  cent,  prefer- 
ence shares,  and  in  1902  of  120,000  1/.  7  per  cent,  preference 
shares.  On  the  latter  occasion  it  was  stated  that  the  com- 
pany's assets  were  274,142/.  over  the  liabilities,  and  the 
profits  for  1901  were  24,758/. 

The  official  return  to  December  14,  1904.  shows  :  Nominal  capital 
355,000/.  in  350  "A"  preference  shares  of  100/.  each.  1C0.O00  "C" 

6  per  cent,  preference  shares  of  1/.  each,  120.000  7  per  cent,  pre- 
ferred ordinary  shares  of  1/.  each,  and  1.000  ordinary  shares- of  100?. 
each.    350  preferred,  100,000  6  per  cent-.   "C"  preferred,  120,000 

7  per  cent,  preferred  ordinary,  and  325  ordinary  taken  up.  1/.  per 
share  called  up  on  100,000  6  per  cent.  "C"  preference  and  120,000 
7  per  cent,  preferred  ordinary,  100/.  per  share  on  460,  and  80/.  on 
15  shares  (last  two  unclassified  in  return).  267,200/.  paid.  200  shares 
of  100/.  each  considered  as  fully  paid.  Mortgages  and  charges : 
Nil.    There  is  no  record  of  ordinary  dividends  being  paid. 

Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Eastern),  Ltd. — This  was  in  1892 
registered  as  Boots,  Ltd.,  with  capital  of  100,000/.,  of 
which  10.000/.  was  at  once  issued  to  the  public  in  1/.  shares. 
By  1896  the  capital  was.  180,000/.,  and  20,000  11.  6  per  cent, 
preference  shares  were  offered  at  28s.  each  and  5,000  1/. 
ordinaries  at  38s.  each.  In  1900  the  name  of  the  com- 
pany was  changed  to  what  it  is  now,  and  the  capital  in- 
creased to  300,000/.  Of  this,  50,000/.  in  5  per  cent,  prefer- 
ence shares  was  issued  in  1902,  when  it  was  stated  that 
96,000/.  of  6  per  cents,  had  been  issued.  The  5  per  cents, 
now  stand  in  the  accounts  at  80,042/. 

The  official  return,  dated  Peeember  14,  1904,  shows :  Nominal 
capital  300.000/.,  in  100,000  6  7-  r  cent,  preference,  100.000  5  per  cent, 
second  preference,  and  lOO.OCf  ordinary  shares  of  1/.  each.  96.000 
6  per  cent,  preference,  65.CC  5  per  cent,  second  preference,  and 
80,000  ordinary  shares  taken  up.  1/.  per  share  called  up  on  61,000 
6  per  cent,  preference.  65.000  5  per  cent,  second  preference,  and 
50,000  ordinary.  176,000/.  paid.  65,000/.  considered  as  paid  on  35,000 
6  per  cent,  preference  and  30.000  ordinary.  Mortgages  and  charges  : 
Nil.  In  February,  1905,  a  further  2.652  second  preference,  in  March 
1.905  second  preference,  and  in  April  1,918  second  preference  shares 
were  allotted  for  cash.  Dividends  are  stated  to  have  been  paid  as 
under  (ordinary  shares)  :  1893-4  to  1897-8,  10  per  cent.,  with  bonus 
of  2\  per  cent,  in  1896-7 ;  1898-9  to  1902-3,  12  per  cent. 

Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Western),  Ltd. — Formed  in  March, 
1897,  with  capital  of  160,000/.  In  July  of  that  year  a 
prospectus  issued  for  the  subscription  of  13,000/.  in  6  per 
cent,  preference  shares  stated  that  94,000/.  of  the  capital 
had  been  issued.    The.  dividend  was  guaranteed  for  ten 
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years,  i.e.  until  March  31,  1907.  The  capital  of  the  company 
was  subsequently  increased  to  210,000/.,  of  which  137, 000/. 
had  been  subscribed  by  1903,  when  another  35,000/.  was 
issued.  The  net  profits  of  this  company  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1903,  were  estimated  at  10,000/.  The  prefer- 
ence dividends  are  regularly  paid. 

The  official  return  to  December  15,  1901,  shows  :  Nominal  capital 
210,000/.,  in  90,000  6  per  cent,  preference,  50.C00  second  preference, 
and  70,000  ordinary  shares  of  1/.  each.  90.0C0  6  per  cent,  preference, 
35,000  second  preference,  and  47,000  ordinary  taken  np.  1/.  called 
up  on  each  of  125,000  shares  (unclassified  in  return).  125,000/.  paid. 
4V,0(X>  shares  considered  as  fully  paid.  Mortgages  and  charges  :  Nil. 
No  record  of  any  ordinary  dividends  being  paid.  All  ordinary 
shares  were  taken  up  by  Boots  1'ure  Drug  Co.,  L,td. 

Boots  Cash  Chemists  [Lancashire),  Ltd. — Formed  in  June, 
1899,  with  capital  of  180,000/.,  to  acquire  certain  businesses 
carried  on  in  Lancashire  and  elsewhere  by  Boots  Cash 
Chemists  (Western),  Ltd.,  and  Boots  Pure  Drug  Co.,  Ltd. 
By  1903  the  capital  was  250,000/.,  and  of  this  148,000/.,  in 
6  per  cent,  preference  and  in  ordinary  shares,  had  been 
issued.  Then  another  35,000/.  in  6  per  cent,  preference 
shares  was  issued,  and  it  was  estimated  that  the  company's 
profits  for  the  year  ending  on  September  30,  1902,  were 
9,500/. 

The  official  return  to  December  24,  19C4,  shows  :  Nominal  capital 
250,000/.,  in  100,000  6  per  cent,  preference,  50,010  second  preference, 
and  100,000  ordinary  snares  of  ll.  each.  80,000  6  per  cent,  preference, 
35,000  second  preference,  and  68,000  ordinary  taken  up.  1/.  per 
share  called  up  on  102,100  (unclassified  in  riturn).  81,0C0  shares 
considered  as  fully  paid.  Mortgages  and  charges:  jNil.  In  January, 
1905,  a  further  5,582,  in  February  2,102,  in  March  1,323,  and  in 
April  2,913  second  preference  shares  were  allotted  for  cash.  No 
dividends  on  ordinary  shares  up  to  September,  19u3,  the  intention 
being  not  to  pay  any  ordinary  dividends  till  leserve  fund  reaches 
10,000/. 

Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Southern),  Ltd. — Formed  with 
300,000/.,  in  June,  1901,  to  acquire  sixty  shops  belonging  to 
Day's  Metropolitan  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  Day's  Southern  Drug 
Co.,  Ltd.,  and  Boots  Pure  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  whose  profits 
were  stated  to  be  10,000/.  in  the  year  1899.  Of  the  capital, 
72,000/.  was  in  1901  issued  to  the  public  in  6  per  cent,  prefer- 
ence shares.   No  balance-sheet  has  been  published. 

An  official  return  dated  December  15,  1904,  shows  :  Nominal  capital 
400,000/.,  in  175,000  6  per  cent,  preference,  100,000  second  preference, 
and  125,000  ordinary  shares  of  1/.  each.  120,000  6  per  cent,  prefer- 
ence, 74,000  second  preference,  and  40,000  ordinary  taken  up.  1/. 
per  share  oalled  up  on  214,000  (not  classified  in  return).  214,000/. 
paid.  20,000  shares  considered  as  fully  paid.  Mortgages  and 
charges  ;  Nil.  In  January,  1905,  a  further  8,158,  in  February  2,226, 
in  March  2,697,  and  in  April  2,837  second  preference  shares  were 
allotted  for  cash.  No  dividends  on  ordinary  shares  up  to  Septem- 
ber, 1903,  the  intention  being  not  to  pay  any  ordinary  dividends  till 
reserve  fund  reaches  10,000(.  All  ordinary  shares  were  taken  up 
by  Boots  Pure  Drug  Co.,  Ltd. 

This  restatement  of  the  various  companies  may  be  helpful. 
Apparently  a  million  and  a  third  is  the  nominal  capital  of 
the  five  companies.  The  Eastern  Co.  has  ninety-five  retail 
branches,  the  gross  value  of  which  is  4,300/.  each,  but  the 
stock  and  fixtures  are  nearer  2,600/.  each,  stock  alone  being 
put  at  101,177/.,  or  1,060/.  per  shop.  Each  of  these  shops  has 
earned  120/.  during  the  past  six  months  (the  better  half  of 
the  year).  If  the  stocks  are  turned  over  three  times  a  year 
the  average  takings  in  each  shop  are  about  60/.  a  week,  or,  if 
stocks  are  turned  over  four  times  a  year,  80/.  a  week.  The 
latter  rate  would  make  the  gross  returns  of  the  ninety-five 
shops  about  400,000/. 

Watkins,  Ltd.,  Hong-Kong. — The  annual  report  of  this 
firm  of  chemists  and  aerated-water  manufacturers  for  1904 
states  that  after  providing  for  all  bad  and  doubtful  debts, 
and  including  $1,042  carried  forward  from  last  year,  the 
balance  at  credit  of  this  account  amounts  to  $16,604,  from 
which  has  to  be  deducted  the  following  sums  written  off  as 
depreciation,  viz.  :  from  plant  and  machines  $2,000,  from  fur- 
niture and  fixtures  $2,000 ;  leaving  available  the  sum  of 
$12,604,  which  sum  the  general  managers  propose  to  carry 
forward  to  the  current  year's  account.  At  the  annual  meet- 
ing held  at  Hong-Kong  in  April,  when  Mr.  G.  A.  Watkins 
presided,  the  above  report  and  accounts  were  adopted. 

William  Jameson,  Ltd. — The  statutory  first  meeting  of  the 
shareholders  in  this  company  (see  C.  &  D.,  March  10,  p.  380) 
was  held  at  the  Westminster  Palace  Hotel  last  week.  A 
report  submitted  showed  that  26,075  shares  had  been  allotted, 
the  whole  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  one  share,  had  been 
allotted  as  paid  up  (otherwise  than  in  cash)  to  the  extent  of 
17s.  6fZ.  per  share  in  part  consideration  for  the  transfer  to  the 
company  of  the  undertaking,  assets,  and  liabilities  of  the  "  old 
company,"  William  Jameson,  Ltd.  (now  in  course  of  volun- 
tary liquidation),  under  the  reconstruction  agreement  dated 
March  6,  1905,  and  made  between  the  "  old  company  "  and 
its  liquidator  and  this  company.  Mr.  Hadley  More,  the 
managing  director  of  the  old  company,  presided,  and  stated 
that  the  directors  of  the  old  company  were  determined  that 
they  would  not  go  to  allotment  until  they  had  come  to  an 


arrangement  or  settled  with  the  creditors  of  the  old  com- 
pany. After  considerable  negotiations  he  had  reduced  the 
amount  of  the  liabilities  of  the  old  company  from  2,000/.  to 
1,500/.  He  had  also  been  able  to  secure  a  fourteen  years' 
lease  of  the  premises  92  Newington  Butts,  at  the  present  low 
rent.  Some  discussion  ensued  as  to  the  number  and  qualifi- 
cations of  directors  who  should  form  the  Board.  It  was 
decided  to  have  three,  viz.  :  Mr.  Hadley  More  (managing 
director),  Mr.  Church,  and  Mr.  Robinson,  who  were  on  the  ol«i 
board. 

Brunner,  Mond  &  Co..  Ltd. — The  annual  meeting  of  share- 
holders was  held  at  Liverpool  on  May  31.  Sir  John  Brunner. 
M.P.,  presided,  and,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report 
(which  was  carried),  made  an  interesting  statement  regarding 
the  shares  of  the  company,  which  have  lately  been  quoted  at 
6/.  and  a  little  over  for  the  fully  paid  shares.  He  takes  no 
pleasure  in  seeing  the  shares  quoted  at  a  very  high  price,  as 
ho  would  rather  that  shareholders  remained  with  them. 
There  are  occasions  when  changes  of  family  circumstances 
necessitate  sales,  but  he  does  not  enjoy  the  prospect  of  repre- 
senting a  set  of  people  who  have  paid  61.  for  their  shares.  He- 
had  an  interview  with  a  company  promoter  a  good  many 
years  ago.  who  tried  to  induce  him  to  offer  to  Brunner,  Mon<7 
&  Co.'s  shareholders  a  bargain  that  he  (the  company  pro- 
moter) laid  before  him.  The  companv  promoter  first  offered' 
3.000,000/.  for  the  company's  undertaking,  then  4,000,000/.. 
then  5.000,000/.  cash  or  shares  in  any  proportion.  He  then 
found  it  necessary  to  advance  a  step  forward  upon  that,  am? 
asked  him  (Sir  John)  whether  he  would  name  his  price;  bur 
again  he  respectfully  declined.  Now  6/.  an  ordinary  shar^ 
may  be  one's  "  own  price,"  but  Sir  John  declared  that  he  i? 
not  willing  even  to-dav  to  sell.  He  takes  a  pleasure  in  his 
share  of  the  company's  work  greater  than  he  takes  in  any 
work  he  has  to  do. 


personalities. 


Mr.  J.  C.  Collins,  of  Messrs.  Collins  &  Co.,  Barbadees. 
W.I.,  is  now  on  a  visit  to  England,  and  is  staying  tempo- 
rarily in  Bournemouth. 

Mr.  Councillor  G.  Claridge  Drtjce,  pharmaceutica] 
chemist,  Oxford,  -who  is  already  a  warrant-holder  to  his 
Majesty,  has  been  appointed  chemist  to  H.R.H.  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Siam. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  Salford,  was.  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  East 
Lancashire,  held  at  Middleton  on  May  26,  Lord  Stanley, 
P.G.M.,  presiding,  appointed  a  junior  deacon. 

Mr.  John  Lorimer,  of  Lorimer  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Britannia 
Row,  Islington,  N.,  returned  to  London  this  week  after  a 
prolonged  Colonial  business-tour,  the  most  recent  scene  of 
his  operations  being  Johannesburg.  Mr.  Lorimer  is  in 
excellent  health. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge 
of  East  Lancashire  Freemasons  at  Middleton  on  Friday. 
Bro.  J.  L.  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  W.M.  of  the 
Maritime  Lodge,  Salford,  was  appointed  and  invested  a 
Junior  Grand  Deacon  by  Lord  Stanley,  the  P.G.  Master. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Drysdale,  whose  failure  as  a  fibre  merchant  i? 
gazetted  this  week,  informs  us  that  the  business  of  Messrs. 
J.  W.  Drysdale  &  Co.,  chemical  and  drug  merchants. 
Creechurch  Lane,  E.C.,  is  going  on  without  interruption, 
the  creditors  in  the  insolvency  being  those  solely  connected 
with  the  jute-trade. 

The  severe  illness  which  Mr.  R.  J.  Davis,  of  Messrs. 
Scott  &  Bowne,  Ltd.,  has  suffered  since  he  caught  a  chill  a 
month  ago,  is,  we  are  pleased  to  hear,  abating.  At  one 
stage  Mr.  Davis  was  in  a  grave  condition,  but  he  is  one  of 
those  who  "never  say  die,"  and  now  his  convalescence  is- 
progressing  so  steadily  that  he  is  able  to  be  up  for  a  few- 
hours  each  day. 

Mr.  W.  Ryman,  who  has  represented  Messrs.  Harker. 
Stagg  &  Morgan,  Ltd.,  in  the  South  Coast,  West  of  Eng- 
land, and  other  districts  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  is  now- 
representing  Messrs.  Willows,  Francis,  Butler  &  Thompson, 
Ltd.,  of  40  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  on  the  same  ground. 
Mr.  Ryman  was  with  Messrs.  H.  Ascough  Thompson  &  Co. 
for  fifteen  years,  and  has  thus  been  over  thirty  years  on  the 
road. 
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Messes.  Felton  &  Crespin  inform  us  that  it  is  the  phar- 
maceutical products  of  Messrs.  Emil  Scheller,  and  not  the 
synthetic  perfumes,  that  they  are  agents  for. 

Messrs.  Magnus  &  Lauer,  manufacturers  and  dealers 
in  American  essential  oils,  have  removed  to  enlarged  pre- 
mises, 257  Pearl  Street,  New  York  City,  where  their  floor- 
space  is  more  than  trebled. 

Messes.  Edwasd  Cook  &  Co.,  Ltd..  the  soap  specialists, 
of  Bow,  E.-,  intimate  that  from  June  1  they  will  pay  carriage 
to  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  on  orders  for'l?.  worth 
of  their  toilet-soaps. 

Pictuee-postcards.— Mr.  W.  F.  Crowther.  The  Phar- 
macy, Mayfield,  Sussex,  is  issuing  booklets  of  six  pictorial 
postcards  for  one  penny.  The  cards  are  photographs  of 
places  of  local  interest  taken  by  Mr.  Crowther  himself. 

Fletchee's  Autometric  Stopper  was  introduced  by 
Messrs.  Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co..  but  some  dispensers  may 
have  learnt  their  craft  without  knowing  it.  We  note,  there- 
fore, an  excellent  photograph  of  the  stopper  in  situ,  and  how 
to  use  it,  in  our  advertisement  pages  this  week.  The 
stopper  is  graduated  in  the  metric  and  apothecaries'  systems. 

Cascaea  Sageada  Tablets  (sugar-coated)  are  now  one  of 
the  cheapest  things  going.  Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  as  agents  for  Messrs.  Warner,  of  Philadelphia,  in- 
timate this  week  that  during  June  they  will  supply  these 
25  in  a  flask  at  20.?.  per  gross,  and  100  in  a  flask  at  48.?.  per 
gross,  no  less  a  quantity  than  a  gross  to  be  taken  at  a  time. 

"Tabloid"  Pyro-metol  Prize  Competition.— Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  inform  us  that  the  large  number 
of  entries  and  the  high  artistic  and  technical  merit  of  much 
of  the  work  submitted  in  connection  with  this  competition 
have  rendered  the  task  of  judging  extremely  difficult. 
They  are  engaged  in  making  the  final  selections,  and  will 
announce  the  names  of  the  winners  at  an  early  date. 

The  Peace  Pillow  Co.,  17  Manchester  Avenue,  Alders- 
gate  Street,  E.C.,  send  us  a  show-card  they  are  issuing  to 
their  customers  to  advertise  Peace  Pillows.  The  idea  of 
sleep  is  ingeniously  conveyed  in  the  central  design.  The 
company  also  inform  us  that  their  exhibit  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  is  leading  to  an  increased  demand  for  the  pillows, 
from  which  chemists  who  stock  these  goods  will  reap 
benefit. 

We  mentioned  a  few  weeks  ago  that  Messrs.  Matthew  & 
Sons,  the  well-known  East  London  chemists,  had  opened  a 
new  branch,  which  has  been  fitted  by  Messrs.  John  Sanger  & 
Sons,  Winsley  Street,  Oxford  Street,  London.  This"  firm 
insert  in  our  advertisement  pages  this  week  two  excellent 
photographs  (exterior  and  interior)  of  the  shop,  which  show 
the  fine  scope  for  display  provided  both  in  the  windows 
and  inside. 

A  Gbanular  Fruit  Saline  has  been  introduced  by 
Messrs.  Adley,  Tolkien  &  Co.,  Ltd..  Blackburn.  The 
granules  are  smaller  than  those  of  effervescing  citrate,  and 
the  composition  of  the  saline  results  in  that  eentlv  laxative 
action  so  desired  by  t  he  public.  The  makers  offer 'it  in  bulk, 
also  packed  in  4  oz.,  6  oz.,  and  8  oz.  bottles,  handsomely 
labelled,  or  with  the  chemisfs  own  label.  These  who  have 
not  sold  saline  in  this  style  should  get  a  sample  of  Messrs. 
Adley,  Tolkien  &  Co.'s  product,  which  they  will  send  on 
application. 

^  Laurence's  Infants'  Food.— Messrs.  C.  P.  Harker, 
>tagg  &  Morgan,  Ltd.,  15  Laurence  Pountney  Lane^ 
London,  E.C..  have  introduced  a  series  of  three  milk  foods 
for  infants,  designed  to  meet  their  growing  necessities  from 
birth..'1  A,"  or  "  First  Food,"  is  for  the  first  three  months  of 
infant  life,  and  is  stated  to  be  practically  identical  with 
mother's  milk;  "  B,"  or  "Second  Food,"  is  for  the  second 
three  months;  and  "  C,"  or  "Laurence's  Malted  Food,"  is 
for  children  over  six  months  old  as  well  as  for  invalids. 
The  foods  are  prepared  under  aseptic  conditions,  and  are 
neatly  put  up  to  retail  at  moderate  prices,  with  good  profits 
to  retailers. 

Chalet^"  Vichy  Water.— The  chalet  spring  of  the 
\  ichy  yields  a  carbonated  water  which  is  characterised, 
among  other  waters  from  this  region,  by  the  presence  in  it  of 


an  appreciable  amount  of  lithium  chloride  and  absence  of 
strontium.  The  total  solids  in  the  water  amount  to  not  less 
than  5.8  grams  per  litre,  besides  2.75  grams  of  free  car- 
bonic-acid gas.  The  solids  include  0.01  gram  of  lithium 
chloride  and  0.0025  of  arsemous  acid,  the  chief  constituent 
being  sodium  bicarbonate  3.8  to  9  grams,  with  salts  of 
potassium,  calcium,  iron,  and  magnesium.  The  water  has 
resolvent  and  tonic  properties,  and  makes  an  excellent  table- 
water,  which  sparkles  and  mixes  well  with  red  and  white 
wines,  and  with  spirits.  It  is  put  on  the  English  market  by 
Messrs.  Rawsco,  17-18  Little  Edward  Street,  London, 
X.W..  who  will  send  a  sample,  with  further  particulars,  to 
any  of  our  readers. 


Butbs. 

Dott. — At  Ravenslea,  Musselburgh,  on  May  25,  the  wife 
of  D.  B.  Dott,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  a  daughter. 

Poll. — At  32  Eegent  Eoad.  Great  Yarmouth,  on  May  27, 
the  wife  of  William  George  Poll,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a 
son. 


flDamaoes. 


Ferber — Peacock. — At  Christ  Church.  Forest  Hill,  on 
May  30,  Mr.  Robert  Hermann  Ferber,  of  193  and  195  South- 
wark  Bridge  Road,  S.E.,  to  Mary,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  John  Peacock,  chemist  and  druggist,  Pretoria, 
Transvaal. 

Howard — Fox. — At  the  Parish  Church,  Wellington, 
Somerset  ,  on  June  1,  by  the  Rev.  F.  A.  Howard  (brother  of 
the  bridegroom),  assisted  by  the  Rev.  W.  Pullman,  the 
Vicar,  Bernard  Farmborough  Howard,  youngest  son  of  Mr. 
David  Howard,  J.P.,  D.L.,  of  Buckhurst  Hill,  Essex,  to. 
Janet  Elizabeth  Fox  Fox,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  Joseph 
H.  Fox,  J. P.,  of  the  Cleve,  Wellington,  Somerset. 

Silver  Wedding. 
Cunningham — Ewaet. — At  Leith.  on  June  2,  1880,  by  the- 
Rev.  Robert  Stewart,  North  Leith  Parish  Church,  Alexan- 
der Cunningham  to  Catherine  Watson  Ewart.  Present 
address,  43  Ladysmith  Road,  Edinburgh. 


2>eatbs. 


Bowee. — At  Magersfontein,  South  Africa,  on  M&y  20). 
Mr.  John  Bower,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Macclesfiel  1. 

Ellison. — At  Park  House,  Carleton,  Skipton,  on  May  19, 
Mr.  Charles  Kitching  Ellison,  chemist  and  druggist. 

H  ilgee. — At  Possenhofen,  Starnberg  See,  on  Mav  18, 
Professor  Dr.  Albert  Hilger,  manager  of  the  Pharmaceutical. 
Institute  and  Laboratory  of  Applied  Chemistry  at  the 
University  of  Munich,  aged  sixty-six.  Professor  Hilger 
was  apprenticed  as  a  pharmacist  to  Joh.  Hoffmann  in  Lan- 
genkandel,  and  in  1862  qualified  as  an  apotheker.  He  then 
studied  at  the  University  of  Heidelberg,  where  he  obtained 
his  Ph.D.  He  then  returned  to  Wiirzburg.  where  he  worked 
as  an  assistant  in  the  University  and  generally  as  a  teacher 
and  analyst  until,  in  1869,  he  became  private  decent  at 
Wiirzburg  University.  Two  years  later,  on  the  death  of 
Professor  Strecker,  he  was  appointed  head  of  the  chemical 
laboratory,  and  lecturer  on  inorganic  and  organic  chemistry. 
In  1872  he  was  appointed  professor  of  pharmacy  and  applied 
chemistry  at  Erlangen,  where  he  worked  for  twenty  years, 
until  in  1892  he  succeeded  Buchner  at  Munich.  Professor 
Hilger's  work  in  research  was  chiefly  concerned  with  alka- 
loids, foods,  and  plant  analysis  generally.  He  was  a  prolific- 
writer  and  one  of  the  most  esteemed  pharmaceutical  chemists 
on  the  Continent. 

Keating. — At  2  Princes  Terrace.  Bayswater,  on  May  28, 
Maryanne  Lucy  Keating,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas 
Keating,  aged  eighty-five. 

Stephen. — At  17  Janefield  Place,  Dundee,  on  May  27, 
Charles,  aged  fourteen  months,  son  of  Mr.  Charles  Stephen, 
pharmaceutical  chemist. 
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Westminster  Misoom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 


Agricultural  Poisons. 
I  understand  that  the  Bill  which  is  now  in  course  of  pre- 
paration by  the  Privy  Council  to  give  effect  to  certain  of 
the  recommendations  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  Depart- 
mental Committee  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  agricultural 
poisons  will  be  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  the 
Marquis  of  Londonderry.  No  date  can  yet  be  assigned, 
even  approximately,  for  the  introduction  of  the  Bill,  and  it 
is  regarded  as  extremely  doubtful  whether  it  will  reach  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  course  of  the  present  Session. 

Medical  and  Dental  Registers. 
Mr.  Weir  proposes  to  ask  another  question  on  the  subject 
of  the  medical  and  dental  registers  on  Monday  next.  The 
hon.  member  points  out  that  during  recent  years  twenty 
names  have  been  struck  off  the  medical  register  for  infamous 
conduct  in  a  professional  respect,  and  twelve  restored ; 
while  out  of  those  names  removed  from  the  dentists' 
register  for  a  similar  cause  one  has  been  restored.  What 
Mr.  Weir  is  anxious  to  learn  from  the  Home  Secretary  is 
the  nature  of  the  offences  originally  preferred  in  the  case 
of  those  whose  names  have  been  restored. 

Vaccination-marks. 

Following  up  previous  questions  on  the  subject,  Sir  John 
Rolleston  asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  Tuesday  whether  he  would  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  specifying  the  cicatricial  area  necessary  to  successful 
vaccination,  and  embodying  a  definition  of  successful  vac- 
cination in  the  Board's  instructions  to  vaccinators  under 
contract.  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  pointed  out  in  his  reply  that 
he  has  no  power  to  define  successful  vaccination,  or  to  pre- 
scribe the  duties  of  private  medical  practitioners  in  regard 
to  them.  He  promised,  however,  to  consider  to  what  extent 
it  might  be  practicable  to  give  effect  to  Sir  John  Rolleston's 
suggestion  so  far  as  public  vaccinators  are  concerned. 
Pot-still  Whiskies. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  Canadian  Government  to  grant 
certificates  on  payment  of  a  small  stamp-duty  to  distillers 
and  merchants  endorsing  the  age-guarantee  affixed  by  such 
traders  to  pot-still  whiskies  bottled  in  bond.  Mr.  Kil- 
bride suggested  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that 
our  Excise  authorities  should  do  the  same,  but  the  Chan- 
cellor says  it  cannot  be  done.  The  Canadian  system  is 
applicable  only  to  unblended  spirits,  and  in  this 
country  most  of  the  spirit  sold  consists  of  blends  of  spirit 
■of  various  qualities  and  ages. 

Sheep-scab  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire. 
The  representations  which  have  been  made  by  many  of 
the  flockmasters  in  the  compulsory  sheep-dipping  area 
in  Lancashire  and  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire — that  the 
provisions  of  the  Order  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
would  cause  serious  difficulty  in  respect  to  the  dates  fixed 
for  compulsory  dipping — have  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  by  Mr.  Worsley  Taylor. 
Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes,  in  the  course  of  a  long  reply  to  the 
question  which  the  hon.  member  put  to  him,  intimated 
that  he  is  in  communication  with  the  local  authorities 
concerned  on  the  subject,  and  stated  that  if  there  were  a 
general  agreement  that  a  later  period  would  be  more  suit- 
able for  carrying  out  the  operation  of  compulsory  dipping 
in  this  area,  he  would  be  glad  to  give  effect  to  the  wishes 
of  those  concerned.  He  added  also  that  in  regard  to  the 
areas  scheduled  under  the  General  Order  he  proposed  to 
suspend  Part  2  of  the  Sheep-scab  (Compulsory  Dipping 
Areas)  Order  of  1905,  which  deals  with  the  movement  of 
sheep  out  of  such  areas,  until  the  spring  of  next  year,  so 
soon  as  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is  satisfied  that  the  pre- 
scribed dipping  has  been  thoroughly  and  efficiently  carried 
out. 

Trade  with  Germany. 
In  the  House  of  Lords  on  Wednesday,  Lord  Lansdowne 
said  the  new  German  tariff  is  distinctly  unfavourable  to  our 
trade,  though  its  effects  are  in  some  points  mitigated  by  the 
fact  that  we  enjoy  favoured-nation  treatment.  Our  right  to 
favoured-nation  treatment,  however,  depends  upon  a  law 
which  is  re-enacted  yearly,  and  is  absolutely  unsecured,  and 


may  be  terminated  at  any  moment.  Our  situation,  there- 
fore, is  far  from  satisfactory,  but  he  would  be  very  sorry  to 
dismiss  the  idea  of  obtaining  some  improvement.  The  fact 
that  we  treat  imports  from  Germany  with  extreme  gene- 
rosity suggests  the  idea  that  we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  some- 
thing in  return  at  the  hands  of  the  German  Government, 
but  up  to  the  present  moment  the  Government  has  not  seen 
its  way  to  approach  the  Government  of  Germany,  and  the 
present  is  hardly  a  propitious  time  to  do  so.  seeing  the 
different  opinions  that  exist  in  regard  to  the  fiscal  policy  of 
this  country. 


Zhc  ©ptical  Convention. 

THE  Northampton  Institute,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.,  is  this 
week  the  scene  of  the  first  Optical  Convention,  under 
the  Presidency  of  Dr.  R.  T.  Glazebrook,  Director  of  the 
National  Physical  Laboratory.  The  ten  Vice-Presidents 
include  the  names  of  Lord  Blythswood,  Lord  Rayleigh, 
Lord  Kelvin.  Sir  Wm.  Abney.  and  Sir  Howard  Grubb.  The 
opening  ceremony  took  place  on  May  30,  and  the  proceedings 
are  to  be  continued  up  to  Saturday  evening.  Papers  on 
optical  subjects  are  being  read  each  day.  two  sections  of  the 
Convention  sitting  at  the  same  time.  Wednesday  afternoon 
was  devoted  to  demonstrations  of  optical  interest,  and  some 
are  to  take  place  also  on  Friday  afternoon.  In  connection 
with  the  Convention  there  is  an  exhibition  of  optical  and 
general  scientific  instruments  of  considerable  importance, 
it  being  probably  the  finest  collection  of  such  instruments 
that  has  ever  been  got  together  in  this  country.  A 
splendidly  arranged  catalogue  has  been  produced,  which 
will  form  an  interesting  souvenir  of  the  Convention.  The 
exhibition  is  arranged  in  eighteen  classes,  and  some  firms 
are  consequently  showing  their  goods  in  several  sections. 
The  following  are  some  of  the  exhibitors  :  Aldis  Brothers, 
photographic  lenses;  The  Anglo-American  Optical  Co., 
aneroids,  barometers,  eyeglasses,  spectacles,  and  ophthalmic 
apparatus;  C.  Baker,  microscopes;  R.  &  J.  Beck,  Ltd., 
miscroscopes  and  photographic  apparatus ;  Botwright  & 
Grey,  spectacles  and  eyeglasses ;  Chance  Bros. ,  optical  glass  ; 
G.  Culver,  Ltd.,  spectacles  and  lenses;  J.  H.  Dallmeyer, 
Ltd.,  photographic  lenses  and  cameras;  F.  Darton  &  Co., 
aneroids,  barograph,  thermometers,  spectacles,  and  eye- 
glasses ;  J.  Fallowfield,  photographic  apparatus ;  J.  J. 
Griffin  &  Sons,  laboratory  apparatus ;  J.  J.  Hicks,  ther- 
mometers, meteorographs,  and  barometers ;  Houghtons, 
Ltd.,  cameras,  telescopes,  compasses;  Newman  &  Guardia, 
Ltd.,  cameras;  Ross,  Ltd.,  lenses,  telescopes,  and  cameras; 
W.  Watson  &  Sons,  microscopes,  cameras,  and  telescopes. 

An  historical  collection  of  spectacles  shown  by  Mr.  Duns- 
combe,  of  Bristol,  should  be  noted,  the  evolution  of  the 
spectacle  from  the  cumbrous  Chinese  instrument  to  the 
light  gold  frames  and  clips  of  to-day  being  very  well  shown. 
The  exhibition  remains  open  till  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday 
night,  and  we  recommend  those  chemists  who  are  interested 
in  the  subject  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  exhibition  :  it  is  an  eye- 
opener  as  to  the  importance  of  the  English  optical  trade, 
and  should  lead  to  an  increased  demand  for  English  goods. 


IRew  38oors. 


Davies,  T.  Preparation  and  Mounting  of  Microscopic 
Objects,  Edit,  by  John  Matthews.  63  x4.  Pp.  224.  2s. 
(Pearson.) 

Proctor,  G.  Bridgcford,  L.R.C.P.E.  Notes  on  How  to  Hear 
an  Infant.  7^x43.  Pp.  20.  Paper  covers  6<7.  (S.  Rentell 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  London.)  [This  twenty-page  pamphlet  contains 
in  an  abbreviated  form  many  hints  to  young  and  inexperi- 
enced mothers  as  to  the  roaring  of  their  progeny.  No 
attempt  is  made  at  literary  style,  the  information  under  some 
headings  being  extremely  meagre.  It  is  a  book,  however, 
which  is  calculated  to  do  good  not  only  to  the  rising  genera- 
tion, but  also  to  the  full-grown  pharmacist.] 

Rowntree,  J.  Imperial  Drug-trade.  Re-statement  of 
opium  question  in  light  of  recent  evidence  and  new  develop- 
ments in  the  East.    73  x  5.    Pp.316.    5s.net.  (Methuen.) 

Warwick,  F.  J..  M.B..  and  Tunstall.  A.  C,  M.D.  First 
Aid  to  the  Injured  and  Sick.  4x6£.  Pp.236.  Is.  (Wright, 
Bristol.) 

!  Year-book  of  Photography  and  Amateurs'  Guide,  1905. 
Cr.  8vo.    Is.  net.    (Photographic  News.) 
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Observations  ano  IReflcctions. 

By  Xrayser. 


The  Minister  for  Agriculture 

found  the  case  put  before  him 
by  Mr.  Dobbs  and  his  clients  "  a  very  easy  one  to  answer." 
So  it  was,  assuming  that  the  Dobbsites  were  as  accurate  and 
as  fair  in  their  statements  and  postulates  as  they  were 
confident.  If  the  poison  law  in  force  in  this  country  is 
merely  a  support  of  a  chemists'  monopoly  and  a  dam  to 
keep  back  competition,  which  is  what  the  deputation  repre- 
sented it  to  be,  there  need  be  very  little  eloquence  wasted  on 
it  :  the  House  of  Commons  may  be  trusted  to  make  short 
work  of  it.  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes  "  had  not  had  much  time 
to  look  into  the  matter  as  yet."  He  is  new  to  his  office,  and 
it  may  be  assumed  that  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the 
deputation  arrived'he  was  coached  by  that  wonderful  lieu- 
tenant of  his,  Mr.  R.  F.  Crawford,  the  head  of  the  Intelli- 
gence Department  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  That 
gentleman's  evidencebefore  the  Poisons  Committee  of  1902 
was  so  astonishingly  vague;  he  "  could  not  say,"  "was  not 
aware,"  "did  not  remember,"  "  might  be- so,"  that  at  last 
the  Chairman  lost  patience  with  him,  and  exclaimed,  "  We 
do  not  want  to  know  what  'might  be  necessary,'  but  we 
want  the  views  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether  there 
is  any  feeling  in  the  country  as  to  the  existing  restrictions." 
Mr.  Crawford  remembered  that  one  Scottish  Society  had 
complained  to  the  Board  about  the  restrictions.  He 
believed  one  other  society  had  also  complained,  but 
he  was  not  sure.  He  did  not  recollect  that  any  Eng- 
lish society  had  done  so.  He  had  heard  of  one  acci- 
dent from  drinking  weed-killer ;  there  might  have  been 
more ;  he  did  not  know.  He  had  a  general  idea  that 
chemists  charged  more  for  things  than  other  people,  but  he 
had  no  evidence  to  give.  But  all  the  time  he  kept  reiterating 
that  he  thought  other  traders  should  be  allowed  to  sell  these 
poisonous  insecticides  and  vermin-killers  and  sheep-dips. 
This  Mr.  Crawford  is  apparently  the  adviser  on  whom  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  relies. 
Mr.  G.  H  Richards, 

the  "XL-All"  pharmaceutical  martyr, 
claimed  before  Mr.  Fellowes  to  have  made  experiments  some 
years  ago  with  nicotine,  and  to  have  found  it  to  be  a  very 
valuable  insecticide.  Knowing  that  tobacco  had  been1  in 
use  for  the  destruction  of  plant  lice  for  at  least  two  cen- 
turies, and  that  nicotine  had  been  known  to  be  the  active 
poisonous  principle  of  tobacco  since  the  experiments  of  Vau- 
quelin  about  a  hundred  years  ago,  I  could  have  directed  Mr. 
Richards  to  his  discovery  from  an  arm-chair.  It  is,  how-' 
ever,  interesting  to  learn  that  it  was  he  who  first  introduced 
a  preparation  of  the  alkaloid  as  an  insecticide,  but  I  have 
always  been  under  the  impression  that  the  credit  belongs  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Christy.  It  is  now  used  very  largely  for 
fumigation  of  hot-houses,  is  much  easier  to  handle  than 
tobacco,  and  is  remarkably  successful.  The  only  object  of 
this  paragraph  is  once  more  to  urge  chemists  in  garden 
localities  to  stock  the  preparation  :  Mr.  Richards's  or  that  of 
some  other  maker.  If  it  is  the  fact,  as  in  some  quarters  it 
is  said  to  be,  that  there  are  localities  where  chemists  will  not 
keep  the  article,  but  are  ready  to  inform  against  seedsmen 
who  do,  the  argument  is  not  entirely  on  our  side. 
The  New  Zealand  Government 

knows  a  little  more  about 
the  patent-medicine  business  now  than  it  did  a  year  ago. 
The  incident  is  closed,  says  the  C.  <£•  D.  Probably,  but  the 
moral  remains.  It  might  be  expressed  with  fair  accuracy 
in  the  cynical  maxim  of  Talleyrand  :  "  Always  distrust  first 


impulses ;  they  are  generally  i  good."  The  Public  Health 
Department  of  New  Zealand  was  got  at  by  medical  influence 
which,  with  undoubtedly  sincere  convictions,  invariably 
holds  that  it  is  desirable  in  the  public  interest  to  suppress, 
or  at  least  to  compress,  the  sale  of  secret  remedies.  The 
non-medical  statesmen  accepted  the  authoritative  opinioh 
of  the  faculty,  perhaps  without  thinking  much  about  it,  and 
certainly  without  reckoning  with  the  public,  who  cling  to 
their  favourite  physic,  or  with  the  newspapers,  whose  pro- 
prietors happen  to  have  sincere  convictions  on  the  subject 
also.  The  scheme  of  only  requiring  the  owner  of  a  pro- 
prietary medicine  to  disclose  his  formula  "  when  called  upon 
to  do  so  "  is  a  triumph  of  ingenuity,  and  demands  respect 
rather  than  sarcastic  criticism.  But  the  decree  does  not 
indicate  the  punishment  which  the  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment will  impose  on  the  inventor  who  even  when  called  upon 
fails  to  satisfy  his  inquisitors. 
Mr.  Reid's  Criticism 

of  Mr.  Carteighe's  indifference  to  the 
company  invasion  of  pharmacy  all  through  his  long  presi- 
dency is  just  enough,  but  it  wants  extending.  I  do  not 
remember  that  during  that  period  any  of  his  colleagues  even 
advocated  an  appeal  to  the  Legislature  on  the  subject, 
though  several  Bills  were  drafted  and  some  were  actually 
introduced  into  Parliament.  Nor  was  the  electorate  any 
more  urgent.  A  few  voices  cried  in  the  wilderness,  and  the 
wilderness  extended  to  Cannon  Street,  but  Bloomsbury  was 
an  oasis  which  it  never  invaded.  Perhaps  it  was,  as  Mr.  Reid 
himself  points  out,  that  "the  company  fiend  had  not  then 
got  the  hold  on  this  country  it  has  now." 
That  Million  Pounds 

tempted  me,  and  I  fell.  I  became  cus- 
tomer 800,001.  The  poison  difficulty  was  in  my  mind,  and, 
passing  one  of  Boots'  shops  in  a  large  provincial  town,  I  had 
the  fancy  to  see  how  they  dealt  with  it.  So  I  went  in,  and 
asked  if  they  sold  Easton's  Syrup.  "  How  much  will  you 
have  ?  A  shilling  bottle  ?  "  asked  Mr.  Boots'  deputy.  De- 
tectives are  always  lavish  with  their  cash,  so  I  made  rib 
demur.  The  counter  gentleman  went  behind  a  screen,  and 
soon  emerged  with  my  shillingsworth.  While  wrapping  it 
up-he  -deftly  slipped  the  poison-book  in  front  of  me,  and. 
pointing  to  a  line  in  the  form,  remarked,  "  You  have  to  sign 
for  this  thing  now,"  in  a  tone  which  showed  that  his  view  Of 
the  Leeds  Stipendiary's  judgment  coincided  with  my  own. 
"Sign  for  it,"  I  said;  "what  for?"  "  Oh,  it's  only  :a 
form;  just  there,  please."  Experienced  plotters,  I  believe, 
have  their  aliases  ready  at  a  moment's  notice.  In  my  case 
curiously  no  names  would  come  into  my  mind  at  the  moment 
except  those  of  Jesse  Boot  and  the  Russian  Admiral  then 
in  the  Chinese  Seas.  I  chose  the  latter,  and  started  with  it, 
but  at  once  remembered  that  I  did  not  know  how  to  distri- 
bute the  "  j's"  and  "  z's  "  at  the  junction  of  the  first  and 
second  syllables.  So  I  compromised  on  Rogers,  and  for 
address  added  merely  the  name  of  a  town  ten  miles  away. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  I  was  not 

Known  to  the  Seller 

in  the  ordinary  sense ;  but  who  is  the 
seller  in  a  company's  shop  ?  The  seller  for  the  purposes  of 
the  seventeenth  section  is  the  person  on  whose  behalf  the 
sale  is  made.  But  there  is  no  person,  unless,  as  it  might  be 
argued,  the  company  becomes  a  person  in  the  eye  of  the  law 
when  its  staff  sell  poisons,  because  of  the  procedure  provided 
in  the  event  of  prosecution.  But  even  then  the  ethereal 
abstraction,  the  company,  cannot  know  the  concrete  Me, 
not  even  if  I  were  a  bosom  friend  of  all  the  directors,  and  a 
familiar  visitor  at  all  the  shops.  What  is  the  conclusion, 
then  ?  In  reason  it  ought  to  be  that  a  company  not  being- 
able  to  know  a  customer  cannot  sell  Part  1  poisons.  But 
in  law  it  would  probably  be  ruled  as  in  the  old  case,  that  as  a 
company  cannot  know  its  customers  that  is  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  regulations  laid  down  were  never  intended  to  apply 
to  a  company  at  all. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

Ok  "Sanitas"  Co.,  £im., 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"SANTAS"  PREPARATIONS. 

They  also  Make  and  Deal  in 
"Soldis,"   "  Okol,"   "Creocide,"   "  Pinos," 
"Kingzett'a  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
*' Sulphugators,''  ''Formic  Sulphugatora,"  "Formic  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formio   Fumigators,"   "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Kingzett'a  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash 
" Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "I/our  to  Disinfect"  Book  sent  free. 

THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON,  E. 


WARRICK 


CAPSULE 
MAKERS, 


6  NILE  ST..  CITY  RD.,  LONDON.  N. 


MUNN'S 


GENUINE 
NON-FREEZING 


Cod  Ctoer  Oil 


OUR  OILi  IS  GUARANTEED  TO  STAND 
THE  LOWEST  FREEZING  TESTS. 


It  is  guaranteed  PURE  and  UNADULTERATED. 

We  defy  any  analyst  to  prove  adulteration  in  any  Cod 
Liver  Oil  shipped  direct  from  our  Factories. 

W.  A.  MUNN,  Manufacturer. 

ST.  JO  HA' '8,  NEWFOUNDLAND. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO., 

49  Haymarket,    LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENCHsGERMAN 

PROPRIETARr  MEDICINES 


PRICE    LIST    ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES, 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 

VINEGAR. 


arowBry  s  LONDON,  N,  W. 


MILO 

/ TRADE    f^M    MARK  ^Ps^ 


I  MARK 


F  0  0  D 


"CELSUS," 

MUSCLE  VITALISER  AND  EMBROCATION. 

Chemists  willing  to  assist  in  the  sale  should  write 
immediately,  asking  for  our  Special  Offer. 

Wholesale  London  Agents— J.  SANGER  &  SONS, 
Winsley  Street,  W. 
Sole  Proprietors — BA  RCLA  Y,  HOBSON  &  CO.,  Ld., 

3  Moreton  Street,  MANCHESTER. 


Ebitodal  Comments, 


British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

We  are  now  getting  within  measurable  distance  of  the 
most  popular  annual  gathering  in  British  pharmacy — viz., 
the  meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 
This  is  to  be  held  at  Brighton  on  July  24  to  28,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Naylor,  who  has  served  the 
Conference  so  faithfully  for  many  years,  especially  in  the 
capacity  of  Secretary.  This  is  the  second  visit  of  the  Con- 
ference to  Brighton.  The  first  was  in  1872,  when  Mr.  H.  B. 
Brady,  F.B.S.,  presided;  and  pharmaceutical  education 
was  the  prominent  topic  of  the  meeting  (Professor  Att- 
field's  paper  on  the  subject  was  read  then).  Perhaps  the 
most  debated  subject  was,  however,  the  entertainment  of 
the  members.  There  were  heartburnings  about  that,  for 
ihe  Conference  was  "  composed  gf  gentlemen  "  who,  or  some 
of  whom,  hesitated  to  accept  for  nothing  the  hospitality 
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•which  might  be  offered  to  them  at  other  towns  following 
the  Brighton  of  1872  as  a  precedent.  That  question 
agitated  the  Conference  for  years,  but  the  fixed  charge  of 
two  half-guineas  has  salved  most  consciences,  and  there 
seems  to  be  greater  enjoyment,  while  nobody  worries 
about  what  it  costs.  The  Brighton  Committee  of  1905 
begins  with  a  striking  new  circular,  which  robs  us  of  the 
time-honoured  pink  affair  with  map  of  the  town  and  all 
that.  The  fact  that  the  July  meeting  is  the  forty- 
second  may  account  for  the  progressive  and  specially 
designed  circular,  which  shows  on  the  front  page  pictures 
of  the  Pavilion,  Brighton  West  Pier,  the  Aquarium, 
Preston  Park,  Queen  Victoria's  Statue,  and  the  Front, 
all  enclosed  in  appropriate  lithographed  borders.  The 
essential  part  of  the  circular  is  the  following  : 

PROGRAMME. 
Monday  Evening;,  July  24. 

8.30  p.m. — Reception  by  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress  (Alder- 
man and  Mrs.  F.  Blaker)   at  tho  Royal 
ments.) 
Tuesday,  July  25. 

10.0  a.m. — Opening  of  Conference  in  the  Hotel  Metropole. 

Address  of  welcome  by  the  Mayor.  The 
Address  by  the  President,  W.  A.  H.  Naylor, 
Esq.,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 
Reception  of  delegates.  Reports,  followed  by 
reading  and  discussion  of  papers. 
11.30  a.m. — Ladies  can  visit  Pavilion,  Picture  Gallery, 
and  Museum  on  presentation  of  members' 
tickets. 

I.  0  p.m. — Luncheon  at  Hotel  Metropole. 

2.0  p.m. — Conference  session  resumed.  Reading  and  dis- 
cussion of  papers. 

3.45  p.m.— Trams  to  Booth's  Museum  of  British  Birds. 

5.0  p.m. — Afternoon  tea  on  Pavilion  Terrace  of  the  West 
Pier. 

9.0  p.m.— Dance  and  smoking-concert,  Hotel  Metropole. 
Wednesday,  July  26. 

9.30  a.m. — Session  of  Conference  resumed.  Reading  and 
discussion  of  papers. 

II.  0  a.m. — Drive  for  ladies  through  Brighton  and  Hove. 
1.0  p.m.— Luncheon  at  Hotel  Metropole. 

2.0  p.m. — Session  of  Conference  resumed  and  concluded. 

Place  of  meeting,  1906.    Election  of  officers. 

3.30  p.m.— Sea  trip  from  the  West  Pier  to  Eastbourne, 
and  drive  provided  by  the  local  chemists.  As 
the  number  of  tickets  for  this  excursion  is 
limited,  they  will  be  allotted  to  the  first  130 
who  apply  for  them. 

4.0  p.m.— Drive  and  afternoon  tea  at  the  Devil's  Dyke. 

9.30  p.m.— Smoking-concert   in   conservatory  of  Hotel 
Metropole. 
Thursday,  July  27. 

10.0  a.m.— Special  train  from  Central  Station  to  Arundel, 
the  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  Inspection 
of  the  castle,  gardens,  dairy,  and  the  (R.C  ) 
Cathedral  of  St.  Philip  Neri. 

1.0  p.m.— Luncheon  at  Arundel. 

2.15  p.m. — Drive  through  park. 

5.0  p.m.— Tea  at  Arundel. 

6.30  p.m.— Return  to  Brighton  by  special  train. 

NOTICE  TO  MEMBERS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL ASSOCIATIONS. 
Friday,  July  28. 

9.45  a.m.— Annual  meeting  of  the  Federation  of  Local 

Associations  at  the  Hotel  Metropole. 
12  noon.— Meeting  of  divisional  secretaries  for  the  South 
of  England. 

As  previously  intimated,  an  excursion  to  Paris  is  being 
arranged,  starting  on  July  28.  For  those  taking  this  ex- 
cursion the  fare  from  any  town  thirty  miles  or  more  from 
London  will  be  for  return  journey  one  fare  and  a  quarter— 
i.e.,  to  London  and  back.  The  excursion  will  cost  5/.  5s.,  for 
which  will  be  provided  :  A  second-class  ticket  from  London 
to  Paris,  via  Brighton  and  Newhaven,  permitting  a  week 
at  Brighton ;  a  week's  accommodation  in  Paris,  consisting  of 
meat  breakfast,  evening  dinner,  bed,  lights  and  attendance 
from  Saturday  morning  until  the  following  Friday  after 
■dinner ;  also  three  excursions,  to  Versailles,  Fontainebleau, 
and  a  drive  round  Paris.    First-class  railway  9s.  extra.  If 


accommodation  at  hotels  is  preferred  an  extra  charge  of  from 
10.s.  6d.  a  week. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Savage,  109  St.  James's  Street,  Brighton, 
should  be  addressed  in  respect  to  this  or  any  other  local 
arrangements.  The  Hotel  Metropole  is  to  be  the  head- 
quarters in  Brighton,  and  there  7s.  6d.  for  bed  and  break- 
fast is  to  be  the  charge. 

As  to  the  heavier  part  of  the  programme,  there  is  to  be 
no  lack.  The  Hon.  Secretaries  send  us  for  publication  this 
week  a  research  list  of  subjects  for  papers.  We  regret  that 
pressure  on  our  space  prevents  our  printing  it  in  full.  The 
list  comprises  most  of  the  subjects  mentioned  last  year  (a 
copy  of  which  we  shall  send  to  anyone  who  wants  it),  and 
the  following  new  or  amended  items  : 

Calendula. — To  what  principle  is  the  bitterness  of  the 
flowers  due  ? 

Fennel. — Fruits  exhausted  or  partially  so  of  essential  oil 
and  artificially  coloured  are  met  with  in  commerce.  If  used 
in  making  compound  liquorice  powder,  how  can  they  be 
detected  ? 

Ipecacuanha. — A  process  is  needed  for  the  estimation  of  the 
separate  alkaloids  in  the  preparations  of  th.s  drug. 

Strophanthus. — An  examination  of  the  published  methods 
of  separating  the  different  active  principles  obtained  from  the 
seeds  is  needed,  with  the  view  of  recommending  a  standard 
process.  (See  "  Year-Book, "  1898,  54,  162 ;  1899,  59  ;  1901,  167  ; 
also  "  P.  J."  [4],  6,  385,  506.)  The  seeds  as  met  with  in  com- 
merce are  frequently  mixed.  Further  information  is  desirable 
as  to  the  active  principles  they  severally  contain. 

Chloral  Hydrate. — An  improved  method  is  required  for  the 
determination  of  the  strength  of  solutions  of  this  substance. 

Ferri  Arsenas. — The  official  tests  supply  only  the  means  of 
determining  the  amount  of  ferrous  iron  present.  A  simpler 
method  than  the  published  ones  for  the  determination 
of  the  arsenic  content  is  much  to  be  desired.  (See  "  P.  J." 
[4],  7,  530;  "Year-Book,"  1903,  572.) 
_  Solids.— A  method  is  required  for  the  accurate  determina- 
tion of  solids  in  spirituous  preparations  containing  glycerin. 

Ergot. — Required  a  method  of  determining  the  relative 
activity  of  the  official  preparations  of  ergot. 

Jaborandi. — The  leaves  as  imported  are  much  mixed  with 
stalks.  Should  the  leaves  be  completely  separated  from  the 
stalks  for  the  making  of  official  preparations  ?  What  is  the 
alkalqidal  strength  of  old  leaves,  young  leaves,  and  stalks  ? 
The  tinctures  of  this  drug  met  with  in  commerce  are  likely  to 
vary  considerably  in  alkaloidal  content.  A  report  on  com- 
mercial samples  would  probably  prove  instructive. 

Corn-pound  Liquorice  Powder.— A.  report  upon  commercial 
samples  of  this  is  desirable. 

Ointments.— An  improved  basis  is  wanted  to  replace  Ung. 
Paraffin,  B.P.,  tho  physical  characters  of  which  are  unsatis- 
factory. 

Compressed,  Drugs.— A  report  on  the  relative  suitability  of 
different  varieties  of  starch  for  promoting  disintegration  of 
compressed  tablets. 

Any  young  investigator  who  has  the  brains  and  experience 
to  undertake  the  investigation  of  any  of  these  subjects,  but 
not  the  money,  may  apply  for  a  grant  from  the  Research 
Fund  of  the  Conference,  addressing  the  Hon.  Secretaries  at 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C. 


"  Liquozone." 

We  report  fully  in  this  issue  the  first  hearing  in  a  coroner's 
inquest  regarding  the  death  of  a  child,  which  is  alleged  to  be 
due  to  the  administration  of  "  Liquozone."  Since  the  hearing 
the  child's  younger  sister  has  also  died,  and  this  also  is 
the  subject  of  inquiry  by  the  Coroner.  It  is  only  a  few 
weeks  since  we  published  an  analysis  of  "Liquozone" 
by  Dr.  J.  C.  Thresh,  showing  that  sulphurous  acid  is 
its  chief  active  constituent.  It  will  be  seen  that  a 
medical  expert  attributes  the  death  of  the  child  to  it. 
The  case  for  the  Liquozone  Co.  has  still  to  be  heard,  and 
in  the  circumstances  comment  is  out  of  the  question,  but 
is  needless  in  the  case  of  our  readers,  who,  as  chemists,  are 
able  to  appreciate  the  technicalities  involved  better  than  the 
lay  public  and  unqualified  distributors.  There  is  no  doubt 
of  the  fact  that  a  very  large  business  has  in  a  comparatively 
short  time  been  built  up  in  "Liquozone,"  through  an 
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advertising  scheme,  the  novelty  of  which  is  that  the 
public  receive  trial  bottles  through  chemists  and  other 
agents,  subsequent  sales  depending  solely  upon  the  effects 
of  the  trial  bottles. 

The  Stoke  Newington  cases  are  the  first  reported  of 
untoward  results,  and  although  "Truth"  has  attacked  the 
article .  vigorously,  the  attacks  have  been  in  respect  to 
methods,  and  it  has  not  been  alleged  that  the  preparation  is 
dangerous.  The  Stoke  Newington  cases,  therefore,  should 
be  thoroughly  investigated,  and  this  is  being  done  by  Dr. 
Wynn  Westcott.  As  the  conditions  of  the  proprietary- 
medicine  business  make  it  impossible  for  chemists  to 
exercise  their  professional  skill  and  knowledge  in  the  sale 
of  such  articles,  they  as  retailers  rarely  express  an  opinion 
in  regard  to  them,  and  generally  are  nut  disposed  to  assume 
the  position  of  public  censors.  But  a  certain  moral  obliga- 
tion rests  upon  them  when  secret  or  unofficial  remedies  are 
the  subject  of  public  inquiry  due  to  alleged  fatalities  from 
them,  and  to  this  extent  the  Stoke  Newington  matter 
is  of  direct  interest  to  every  retail  chemist.  "Truth" 
points  out  in  respect  to  "  Liquozone "  that  the  makers 
ask  chemists  to  supply  them  with  the  names  and 
addresses  of  people  "  who  can  be  helped  by  '  Liquozone,' " 
stating  the  diseases  to  be  treated.    It  is  added  that  : 

A  great  many  chemists  are  already  using  this  plan,  and 

we  have  found  the  average  result  to  be  a  sale  of  about  1?. 

for  each  name  thus  sent  in.   This  is  another  of  our  methods 

for  helping  to  make  the  "  Liquozone  "  agency  profitable  for 

you. 

We  trust,  for  the  credit  of  chemists  generally,  that  a  great 
many  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  In  regard  to  the  ailments  of 
his  customers  a  chemist  is  exactly  in  the  same  position  as  a 
medical  practitioner,  and  it  is  a  gross  breach  of  trust  to  in- 
form anybody  of  their  ailments,  and  the  bad  faith  is  aggra- 
vated when  it  is  practised  for  profit. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

The  programme  for  the  annual  meeting  which  com- 
mences in  London  on  Monday,  July  10,  indicates  that  our 
American  and  Colonial  visitors  are  to  have  a  good  time. 
The  general  meeting  is  to  be  held  at  University  College 
on  July  10  at  11  a.m.,  when  the  President.  (Dr.  William 
H.  Nichols)  will  deliver  his  address  and  officers  will  be 
elected.  After  lunching  at  the  Hotel  Russell,  the  com- 
pany will  drive  to  Richmond,  where  Sir  Max  and  Lady 
Waechter  will  give  a  garden-party.  In  the  evening 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  will  hold  a  reception  at  the  Royal 
Botanic  Gardens.  Next  day  a  round  of  visits  will  begin, 
the  object  being  to  show  the  visitors  historic  London, 
and  such  places  as  Windsor  and  Haslemere.  The 
Lord  Mayor  is  to  give  a  reception  at  the  Mansion  House 
on  Tuesday,  July  11,  and  the  following  evening  a  dinner 
will  be  held  at  the  Goldsmiths'  Hall,  Dr.  Nichols  pre- 
siding, and  a  ladies'  dinner  at  the  same  time  at  the  Cafe 
Royal,  where  Sir  William  Ramsay  will  preside.  The 
President  and  Council  of  the  Royal  Society  are  to  hold 
a  reception  at  Burlington  House  on  July  13,  and  a  garden- 
party  is  to  be  given  on  July  14  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fletcher 
Moulton ;  while  for  July  15  Mr.  Henry  S.  Wellcome  has 
invited  the  visitors  to  spend  the  day  at  Dartford,  where 
there  will  be  a  luncheon  at  the  Wellcome  Club  and  In- 
stitute and  a  garden-party  and  entertainment.  After 
visiting  Canterbury  and  its  cathedral  on  Sunday,  July  16, 
the  visitors  will  on  the  day  following  begin  a  tour  of 
the  provinces  which  will  last  until  Thursday,  July  27. 
The  itinerary  includes  Nottingham,  Burton,  Rowsley, 
Haddon  Hall,  Chatsworth,  Manchester,  Chester,  Eaton 
Hall,    Liverpool,    York,    Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Durham, 


Edinburgh,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  and  the  Kyles  of  Bute.  In 
each  town  a  local  committee  is  making  every  effort  to 
ensure  the  enjoyment  of  the  visitors.  All  communications 
in  respect  to  the  annual  meeting  should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  Julian  L.  Baker,  7  Addison  Road,  Bedford  Park, 
London,  W. 

Duty-free  Alcohol. 

The  last  issue  of  the  "Revenue  Review,"  which  is  the 
service  paper  that  speaks  from  inside  knowledge  of  revenue 
matters,  considers  that  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Industrial  Alcohol  "  justify  the  efforts  which  have 
been  made  to  obtain  duty-free  alcohol  for  industrial  pur- 
poses." Our  contemporary  seems  a  little  doubtful  as  to  the 
need  for  the  elaborate  machinery  of  a  Committee  to  bring 
about  the  reforms,  but  is  not  disposed  to  cavil  at  this  now 
that  the  work  has  been  accomplished.  The  findings  of  the 
Committee  are  temperately  discussed,  and  it  is  remarked 
incidentally  that  "though  argumentative,  the  report  is  not 
convincing "  on  the  point  that  Germany's  superiority  in 
chemical  manufacture  is  due  to  her  science,  and  not  to 
industrial  facilities.  "Have  Continental  Governments 
been  giving  facilities,"  asks  the  "Review,"  "which  were 
unnecessary,  instead  of  following  the  simple  but  rigid 
method  in  favour  with  the  revenue  authorities  in  this 
country  ?  We  scarcely  think  so,  and  the  result  has  proved 
the  wisdom  of  the  fostering  care  of  the  Continental  revenue 
authorities."  That  would  be  a  strong  reproof  from  any 
body,  and  is  all  the  more  effective  as  an  inside  opinion.  We 
observe  that  Mr.  F.  S.  Lister,  A.M.I.C.E.,  discusses  the 
report  briefly  in  a  supplement  to  the  "Times"  (May  31), 
chiefly  with  reference  to  the  use  of  alcohol  as  a  source  of 
power.  Mr.  Lister  is  strongly  of  opinion  that  there  is  a 
great  future  for  the  use  of  alcohol  instead  of  petrol  in 
motors. 

Digitalis  Preparations. 

Dr.  J.  Dixon  Mann,  in  a  paper  on  (Edema  in  the  "  British 
Medical  Journal,"  incidentally  refers  to  the  variation  in 
the  activity  of  the  digitalis  preparations.  After  alluding 
to  various  researches  on  the  alkaloidal  strength  of  digitalis 
in  German  publications,  Dr.  Mann  says  that  much  of  the 
ordinary  tincture  of  digitalis  is  inert  or  thereabouts.  He 
then  mentions  as  among  the  active  preparations  Nativelle's 
granules  of  digitaline  and  Cloetta's  solution  of  digitoxin 
known  as  digalen  (C .  &  D.,  April  29,  p.  684).  We  think  Dr. 
Mann  has  overlooked  the  fact  that  it  is  now  comparatively 
easy  fo  obtain  in  this  country  tinctures  of  digitalis  physio- 
logically standardised ;  and  if  solutions  of  active  principles 
are  needed  in  water  or  other  solvent,  British  pharmacists 
will  not  be  found  wanting. 

For  Efficiency. 

A  word  of  congratulation  to  the  General  Medical  Council 
on  its  reform  in  business  methods,  whereby  the  spring 
meeting  lasted  only  five  days.  This  means  a  saving  to  the 
Council  of  about  1,000?.,  and  if  the  members  exhibit  the 
same  spirit  of  thoroughness  in  the  autumn  they  will  enable 
their  treasurer  to  report  a  surplus  on  the  revenue.  One  good 
which  may  result  from  this  will  be  a  handsomer  appropria- 
tion for  the  revision  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  Perhaps 
it  has  never  struck  the  members  of  the  Council  that  while 
they  exact  16s.  8rf.  a  minute  for  their  work  during  the 
session,  there  are  more  than  a  dozen  pharmacists  in  the 
kingdom  who  have  undertaken  the  experimental  work  for 
the  revised  Pharmacopoeia  without  even  the  assurance  of 
their  out-of-pocket  expenses.  That  is  not  the  sort  of  thing 
that  a  dignified  body  like  the  General  Medical  Council 
should  allow,  especially  in  connection  with  their  only  profit- 
yielding  property.  An  hour  or  two's  silence  at  their  meet- 
ings will  secure  several  hundreds  a  year  for  Pharmacopoeia 
revision,  and  that  is  worth  being  quiet  for. 
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Imported  Liquorice-powder. 

The  letters  we  have  published  on  this  subject  as  the 
result  of  a  recent  prosecution  have  aroused  considerable 
interest  among  the  shippers  in  the  South  of  France,  who 
argue  that  buyers  on  this  side  are  largely  to  blame  owing 
to  the  "constant  beating  down  of  prices,"  which  force 
shippers  to  make  up  "  mixtures."  One  well-known  exporter 
has  stated  to  his  agent  in  London  that  when  he  has 
offered  pure  liquorice-powder  he  has  been  unable  to 
obtain  orders  for  even  a  single  bag,  because  he  was  too 
dear.  The  same  remarks  apply  equally  to  gentian-root, 
which  at  the  present  time  costs  at  least  15s.  per  cwt.  in 
primary  markets.  This  root,  it  is  asserted,  cannot  possibly 
be  powdered  under  5s.  and  yet,  says  the  shipper,  "  first  - 
rate  houses  will  not  even  pay  15s.  per  cwt.  for  the  powder." 
"If  gentian-powder  cannot  be  sold  at  15s.,  f.o.b..  what 
result  would  be  obtained  if  you  asked  20s.  for  a  pure 
powder"1.  "  is  a  question  propounded  by  the  exporter,  who 
suggests  that  the  plea  of  being  "  victimised  "  is  absurd. 


practical  IRotes  ant*  formula:. 

MlTIN. 

This  is  the  name  of  an  ointment-base  introduced  by  Dr. 
S.  Jessner,  of  Konigsberg,  for  skin-affections.  It  is  a  com- 
bination or  emulsion  of  woolfat  with  whey,  and  contains 
50  per  cent,  of  water,  so  that  it  forms  a  cooling  application. 
The  melting-point  is  37°-38°  C. 

Red  Carbolic  Acid. 
To  prevent  crystallised  carbolic  acid  from  becoming  red 
Mr.  L.  Reuter  ("Pharmaceutical  Review")  adds  to  the 
melted  acid  a  certain  quantity  of  sulphurous  acid,  large 
enough  to  counteract  the  oxidising  influence  of  the  air  or  of 
other  oxidising  agents  which  might  produce  the  red  colora- 
tion, but  at  the  same  time  so  small  that  nobody  could  reason- 
ably raise  any  objection  to  its  use,  and  such  percentage  would 
be  about  0.0025.  A  5-per-cent.  carbolic  water  made  from 
such  an  acid  will  contain  0. 000125  per  cent,  of  sulphurous 
acid,  or  rather  less  than     grain  per  gal. 

Luminous-paint  Bases. 
Lennard' s  Mass. 
Strontium  carbonate       ...       ...    100  grams 

Sulphur        ...    100  grams 

Potassium  chloride    0.5  gram 

Sodium  chloride    0.5  gram 

Manganous  chloride    0.4  gram 

By  heating  the  mixture  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour  at 
about  1,300°  C.  a  product  is  obtained  which  emits  a  fine 
golden-yellow  light. 

M ait r do's  Mass. 

Strontium  carbonate    100  Tarns 

Sulphur        ...    30  grams 

Sodium  carbonate   ....       2  grams 

Sodium  chloride    0.5  gram 

Manganous  sulphate    0.2  gram 

This  mass  emits  a  bright-yellow  light. 

Vamno's  Mass. 

Strontium  thiosulphate    60  grams 

Bismuth     nitrate     (0. 5-per-cent. 

solution  in  acidified  alcohol)  ...  12c.c. 
Uranium    nitrate  (0.5-per-cent. 

solution  in  alcohol)      ...       ...       6 e.o. 

By  heating  the  mass  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour  at  about 
1,300°  C.j  a  product  is  obtained  which  emits  an  emerald- 
green  light. 

Balmain's  Mass. 
Calcium  oxide  (iron-free) 
Sulphur 

Starch   

Bismuth     nitrate  (0.5-per-cent. 
solution)   

Potassium  chloride 

Sodium  chloride 
The  mass  after  being  heated  emits  a  violet  light.- — Journal 
Society  Chemical  Industry. 


association  affairs. 


20  grams 
6  grams 
2  grams 

1  c.c. 
0.15  gram 
0.15  gram 


Association  Ballads. 

The  Purpose. 

The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  trie; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  views 
On  things  •politic,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  trcach'rous  work — 

These  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 

LXX.    TUNBRIDGE  WELLS. 

To  the  county  of  Kent 

Oar  celebrities  went, 
In  the  train  of  their  Queens  or  their  Kings 

(So  our  history  tells), 

There  to  sample  the  "  Wells  " 
And  to  sip  at  chalybeate  springs. 

But  the  light  that  was  shed 

By  illustrious  dead 
Is  as  candle  and  bright  seraphim 

To  the  deeds  that  are  clone 

And  the  fame  that  is  won 
By  Sir  Richard  of  Mount  Ephra-im. 

For  this  capable  knight 

Has  asserted  the  right 
Of  his  pharmacist  brothers  to  sway 

By  the  will  and  the  deed 

Of  political  need 
The  arrest  of  our  threatened  decay. 

So  ho  mixes  a  pill. 

Rolls  it  up  in  a  Bill. 
And  the  slumber  of  Jesse  he  robs  ; 

And  his  work  on  the  stump 

Makes  the  brethren  all  plump 
For  his  neighbour,  victorious  Hobbs. 

And  if  Phillips  says,  "Come." 

All  their  scruples  succumb. 
And  they  meet  with  their  President  Booth, 

And  they  nail  every  lie, 

Giving  eye  for  an  eye, 
But  demanding  a  tooth  for  a  tooth. 

In  that  pleasant  abode 

On  the  Mount  Pleasant  Road 
They  desire  not  the  clangour  of  bells  ; 

But  they  speak  that  they  know 

And  uncover  the  Foe 
In  the  picturesque  town  by  the  "  Wells." 


Public  Dispensers'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Association  held  at  St.  Bride  Institute 
Bride  Lane,  E.G.,  on  May  31,  Mr.  Frank  Goldby  gave  a 
lecture  on  "  Trichromatic  Photography,"  illustrated  by  a 
series  of  beautiful  lantern-slides.  Mr.'R.  Welford,  Chair- 
man of  Council,  presided,  and  there  was  a  fair  attendance 
of  members  and  their  lady  friends. 


Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  156  King  Street 
on  May  25,  the  President  in  the  chair  and  a  fair  number  of 
the  members  being  present. 

The  only  item  of  business  interest  was  the  report  of  the 
Committee  re  Boots  advertisement. 

The  summer  outing  was  fixed  for  June  15  at  Potter 
Heigham. 


London  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  of  this 
Association  was  held  at  St.  Bride  Institute.  Ludgate 
Circus,  E.C.,  on  May  31.  Mr.  Truman  presided  and  there 
were  present  besides  Messrs.  Betty.  Campbell.  Feaver- 
Clarke,  Goldthorpe,  R.  H.  Jones.  Pentney,  Pickering,  Pond, 
and  J.  C.  Umney.  A  general  discussion  took  place  about 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  election,  the  result  of  which 
was  considered  very  satisfactory.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
Association,  in  advocating  a  policy  which  it  was  thought 
would  be  of  advantage  to  chemists  generally,  was  not 
antagonistic  to  individuals.  Messrs.  Feaver-Clarke, 
Holding,  Idris,  Glyn-Jones,  R.  H.  Jones,  Leo  Atkinson, 
Pentney,  Pickering,  Truman,  and  Umney  were  appointed 
delegates  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  ;  Messrs. 
Glyn-Jones,    Holding,    Idris,    Leo    Atkinson,  Pentney, 


860 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


June  3,  1905 


Pickering,  Truman,  and  Umney  being  selected  as  Federa- 
tion delegates.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  general 
meeting  on  October  18,  when  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  will  give  a 
paper  on  "  Standardisation." 

East  Sussex  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  dinner  was  held  on  May  24,  at  the  Edinburgh 
Hotel,  St.  Leonards,  the  newly-elected  President  (Mr. 
John  Smith)  in  the  chair.  Among  the  visitors  were  Mr. 
Booth,  President  Tunbridge  Wells  Association,  and 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Rice  representing  the  Eastbourne 
Association.  Royalty  having  been  honoured,  Mr.  Sidney 
Smith  gave  the  toast  of  "  Pharmacy,"  and  referred  to  many 
difficulties  the  practising  pharmacist  has  to  contend  with. 
He  characterised  the  chemist  as  one  who  is  properly 
credited  with  possessing  a  good  deal  of  general  informa- 
tion, though  the  nature  of  his  calling  tends  to  narrowness 
of  view.  He  commented  upon  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
system  of  organisation,  which,  he  contended,  is  inadequate 
and  incomplete,  as  it  does  not  include  any  method  of 
linking  local  associations  with  the  Society.  Reference  was 
then  made  to  the  public  Press  which  permitted  its  pages, 
for  a  consideration,  to  be  used  by  capitalists  for  the  pur- 
pose of  maligning  competitors  and  misleading  the  public. 

Mr.  F.  Rossiter  replied.  He  referred  to  a  recent  ad- 
vertisement issued  by  Harrod's  Stores  as  typical  of  the 
ruthless  perversion  of  truth  which  characterises  the 
announcements  of  drug-store  companies.  He  pointed  to 
the  general  good  feeling  among  chemists  and  urged  upon 
them  the  recognition  of  mutual  obligations  to  assist  one 
another  in  fighting  the  common  foe.  Mr.  John  Smith 
proposed  the  toast  of  "Kindred  Associations,"  Mr.  Booth 
replying. 


Tunbridge  Wells  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  35  Mount  Pleasant  on 
May  23.  Mr.  T.  V.  Booth  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of 
congratulation  to  the  retiring  President,  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs, 
on  his  re-election  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  This 
was  carried  with  acclamation,  and  Mr.  Hobbs  in  reply 
thanked  the  local  association  and  especially  the  Secretary, 
Mr.  J.  Bishop,  for  the  generous  assistance  given  in  pro- 
moting his  candidature.  His  position  at  the  head  of  the 
poll  he  regarded  as  an  eloquent  expression  of  confidence 
in  the  choice  made  by  the  Council. 

After  the  Treasurer's  and  Secretary's  reports  for  the 
past  year  had  been  received  and  adopted,  the  President 
gave  a  brief  resume,  of  the  year's  work  demonstrating 
that  by  friendly  intercourse  much  good  work  had  been 
done  and  in  many  ways  the  members  had  received  benefits. 

The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  elected  as 
follows  : — President,  Mr.  S.  V.  Booth;  Vice-President,  Mr. 
G.  Nicholson ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Gower ;  Secretary, 
Mr.  W.  A.  Phillips.  Committee  : — Messrs.  Chatterton, 
Harden,  Johns,  and  Windermer.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the 
retiring  officers  were  accorded. 

A  petition  was  read  from  the  chemists'  assistants  of 
Tunbridge  Wells,  asking  the  Association  to  consider  the 
desirability  of  closing  at  2  p.m.  on  Wednesdays,  and  to 
arrange  the  necessary  duties  during  closing  hours  by 
mutual  agreement  between  principals  and  assistants.  A 
sub-committee  was  appointed  to  interview  a  deputation 
of  the  assistants  and  report  to  a  subsequent  meeting. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  called  the  attention  of  the  members 
to  the  approaching  anniversary  of  Jacob  Bell's  death  on 
June  12,  and  proposed  that,  as  he  was  buried  in  Tunbridge 
Wells,  the  Association  should  mark  their  esteem  for  his 
memory  and  their  appreciation  of  the  great  work  he  had 
done  for  pharmacy  by  placing  a  wreath  on  his  grave. 
The  proposal  was  agreed  to. 


Society  of  Chemist-Opticians. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on  May  31, 
at  the  Holborn  Viaduct  Hotel,  London,  E.C.  The  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  C.  J.  G.  Bunker)  was  in  the  chair,  and  he  was 
supported  by  the  Treasurer  (Mr.  A.  Higgs)  and  the  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  J.  H.  Cuff).  There  was  only  a  small  attendance. 
The'minutes  of  the  inaugural  meeting  of  June  2,  1904,  were 
read  and  confirmed,  after  which  the  seven  retiring  members 


I  of  Council  were  re-elected,  as  no  other  nominations  had  been 
sent  in. 

Annual  Report. 

This  was  read  by  the  President,  who  made  appropriate 
comments  cn  some  of  the  items.  The  membership  of  the 
Society  has  now  reached  162,  and  there  are  14  assistants, 
making  altogether  176  adherents  of  the  Society.  The  con- 
cessions which  the  Society  has  obtained  from  the  Spectacle- 
makers'  Company  were  duly  noted,  as  were  also  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Parliamentary  Committee  to  watch  the  interest: 
■of  the  members,  the  appointment  of  an  official  instructor, 
and  the  representation  of  the  Society  on  the  General  Board 
of  Opticians.  The  President  and  Secretary,  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Society,  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
drafting  of  an  Opticians  Bill,  at  the  same  time  conserving 
the  rights  of  the  members.  Reference  was  made  to  the  very 
successful  evening  meetings  and  the  services  of  the  hon. 
solicitor,  Mr.  Alfred  Hutchinson. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted,  after  which  the 

Financial  Statement 
was  presented.  This  showed  that  subscriptions  have  been 
received  from  114  members  and  13  assistants,  amounting  to 
30/.  2s.  6d.  and  with  donations  making  up  the  sum  of 
35/.  18s.  on  the  credit  side.  The  debit  side  showed  the 
following  items  :  Postages,  11.  18s.  Qd. ;  printing  and 
stationery,  101.  7s.  6d. ;  clerical  assistance,  61.  10s.  3d. ; 
hire  of  rooms,  17s.  6d.  :  evening  meetings,  11.  4s.  ;  retaining- 
fee  for  official  instructor,  21.  2s.  A  balance  of  18s.  was  left 
to  be  carried  forward  to  the  new  account.  There  is  also  in 
hand  12/.  2s.  paid  on  account  of  next  year's  subscriptions, 
and  there  are  sundry  small  liabilities. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Several  minor  alterations  in  the  rules  were  approved  of, 
and  the  meeting  finished  with  a  desultory  conversation  as 
to  the  rule  which  forbids  the  membership  of  the  Society  to 
be  used  for  business-purposes,  and  a  suggestion  that  another 
class  of  associates  be  arranged  for  those  chemists  in  business 
who  do  not  fulfil  the  conditions  for  membership. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Nottingham  Section. 
The  last  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  on  May  24  at 
University  College,  Nottingham,  Mr.  J.  T.  Wood,  chair- 
man, presiding  over  a  fair  attendance  of  members. 
The  first  paper  was  by  Mr.  T.  F.  Harvey  on 

temperature  corrections  for  use  with  the 
abbe  refractometer. 

The  author  exhibited  an  instrument  and  expressed  his 
preference  for  that  particular  form  over  all  others  in  that  it- 
gave  the  actual  refractive  index  of  the  substance  and  not 
some  arbitrary  figure.  When  ascertaining  the  refractive 
indices  of  liquids,  the  observations  may  be  carried  on  at 
any  convenient  temperature — such,  for  example,  as  that 
obtained  by  allowing  the  water  from  the  main  to  circulate 
through  the  instrument.  By  applying  to  the  observed  result 
the  corrections  given  in  the  paper  for  the  various  substances 
the  refractive  index  can  be  ascertained  for  any  standard 
temperature — as,  for  example,  the  usual  20°  C.  The  correc- 
tions are  given  in  units  of  the  fourth  decimal,  and  a  few  of 
them  are  as  follows  :  anise  oil  5.2.  nutmeg  oil  4.9.  eucalyptus 
oil  4.8,  turpentine  4.8.  lemon  oil  4.6,  copaiba  oil  4.4,  pepper- 
mint oil  4.3,  castor  oil  3.8;  cod-liver  oil  3.7;  olive  oil  3.6. 
The  correction  for  water  is  0.73.  Those  corrections  have  to 
be  applied  for  every  1°  C,  bearing  in  mind  that  they  are 
negative  for  lower  temperatures  than  the  standard  tem- 
perature adopted,  and  positive  for  higher  temperatures  than 
the  standard,  since  the  refractive  index  decreases  with 
rise  of  temperature. 

An  elaborate  table,  in  the  preparation  of  which  the  author 
was  assisted  by  Mr.  A.  Tompkin,  accompanied  the  paper. 
A  few  of  the  refractive  indices  given  may  be  interesting  : 

Distilled  water  at  20°  C.  is  taken  as  standard  =  1.3330. 
Clove  oil  (16  samples)  1.5300-1.5349,  juniper  oil  (11  samples) 
1.4726-1.4778,  turpentine  oil  (27  samples)  1.4701-1.4712.  cod- 
liver  oil  (162  samples)  1.4785-1.4825,  castor  oil  (24  samples) 
1.4783-1.4789,  olive  oil  (41  samples)  1. 4687-1. 4693._ 

Replying  to  the  discussion,  in  which  the  Chairman  and' 
Messrs.  Archbut,  White,  Trotman,  and  Burford  had  joined,. 
Mr.  Harvey  said  that  the  best  way  to  detect  adulteration  in 
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turpentine  is  to  carefully  fractionate  1,000  c.c.  and  take  the 
refractive  index  of  the  first  20  c.c.  that  distils  over.  Then 
do  the  same  with  the  third  20  c.c.  If  the  refractive  index 
of  the  two  portions  is  the  same,  petroleum  spirit,  the  usual 
adulterant,  would  certainly  be  absent.  He  had  found  the 
instrument  of  great  value  in  showing  agreement  between 
different  samples.  If  the  refractive  index  of  an  oil,  say 
cod-liver  oil,  from  a  usual  source  agrees  with  that  of  the 
sample  it  saves  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  analysis.  It  is 
actually  possible  to  calculate  the  iodine  value  to  one  or  two 
units  from  the  observation  of  the  refractive  index.  With 
regard  to  clarifying  the  oils  he  failed  to  see  the  advantage. 
One  wants  to  examine  an  oil  in  the  state  in  which  it  is 
received.  In  the  process  of  clarifying  a  great  risk  is  run  of 
oxidising  the  oil  and  altering  the  index.  The  price  of  the 
instrument,  Mr.  Harvey  stated,  was  about  13/. 

The  next  paper,  by  Mr.  T.  F.  Harvey  and  Mr.  T.  M. 
Wilkie,  on 

THE  COMPOSITION  OF  NUX  VOMICA  FAT, 

was  read  by  Mr.  Wilkie.  The  occurrence  of  fat  in  nux 
vomica  seeds  has  long  been  a  source  of  annoyance  in  pharma- 
ceutical preparations.  A  cursory  examination  of  the  fat 
presenting  somewhat  unusual  features  the  authors  decided  to 
examine  it  in  detail.  Three  samples  of  fat  were  prepared  by 
percolation  with  ether  from  nux  vomica  seeds  reduced  to 
powder,  about  4  per  cent,  of  total  fat  being  obtained.  A 
great  variation  was  found  in  the  free  acid,  which  ranged 
from  56.7  per  cent  in  one  sample  to  6.9  in  another  sample 
calculated  as  oleic.  The  unsaponifiable  matter,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  found  to  vary  only  from  12  to  12.43  per 
cent,  in  the  two  samples  examined  for  this  substance. 
A  short  discussion  followed. 


Cheltenham  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  members  held  at  Cheltenham  on 
May  25  Mr.  William  Palmer  gave  an  hour's  lecture  on 
Modern  Therapeutic  Eemedies. 
Mr.  Palmer  gave  each  of  those  present  a  chart  showing 
an  arrangement  of  new  therapeutic  remedies  in  two  main 
groups— viz.  (1)  natural  products,  and  (2)  pure  synthetic 
products.  The  first  group  was  divided  into  three— viz.. 
metallic  compounds,  alkaloids,  and  non-alkaloids.  The  first 
of  these  comprises  the  following  : 

Silver.  — Nargol,  Actol,  Itrol,  Iachiol,  Argentamine,  Argonin, 
Argyrol,  Collargol,  Ichthargan,  Largin,  Protargol,  Albar- 

Busmuth. — Thioform,   Dermatol,   Anusol,   Airol,  Airoform, 

Airogen,  Bismutose. 
Mercury. — Hyrgol,  Mercurol,  Hermophenyl. 
Aluminium. — Sozal. 
Copper. — Cuprol. 
Iron. — Ferratin,  Carniferin. 
Lithium. — U  rosin. 
Peroxides. — Hopogan,  Ektogan. 

The  alkaloid  group  was  divided  as  follows  : 
Morphine. — Heroin,  Glycophorm,  Dionin,  Peronin. 
Quinine. — Euquinine,  Aristochine. 
Colchicine. — Colchisal. 
Nicotine. — Eudermol. 
Pyrol. — Iodol. 
Cocaine. — Eucaine. 
Piperidine. — Caleusol. 
Theobromine. — Agurin,  Diuretin. 

Non-alkaloids  comprised  Chrysarobin,  Eurobin,  Lenirobin, 

Ingluvin,   Lecithin.   Agaricin,   Nuclein,    Aristol,  Ichtho- 

form,  Ichthalbin,  Thiol,  Fenrichthal,  Asparagin,  Apiol, 

Arbutin,  Creosotal,  Bromipin,  Iodipin. 

The  pure  synthetic  products  were  divided  into  the  deriva- 
tives of  paraffins  and  benzenes.    The  paraffins  formed  four 
groups,  esters,  amines,  aldehydes,  and  mercaptans. 
Esters.— Methyl  chloride.  Ethyl  chloride,  Anestile,  Somno- 

form.  Methane,  Euphorin,  Hedonal,  Ural,  Somnal. 
Amines. — Urea,  Veronal,  Piperazin,  Lycetol,  Sidonal,  Uro- 

tropin,  Helmitol,  Hetralin,  Chinatropin,  Tannopin,  Broma- 

lin. 

Aldehydes. — Citarin,  Uritone,  Dextroform,  Glutol.  Amylo- 
form,  Lysoform,  Chloralamide,  Chloralose,  Dolmiol, 
Hypnal. 

Mercaptans. — Sulphonal,  Trional,  Tetronal. 

From  the  benzenes  are  derived  phenols,  acids,  amines, 
ketones,  and  pyrazolons  as  follows  : 

Monoxyphenols. — Phenol,  Phenolphthalein,  Purgen,  Laxain, 
Aperione,  Nosophen,  Antinosin,  Eudoxin,  SozoidaL 


Dioxyphenols. — (1)  Catechol,  Guaiacol,  ITcozosol,  Ductal, 
Goosote,  Guaiaporol,  Thiocol,  Styracol,  (2)  Rcsorcin,  Eure- 
sol,  (3)  Hydrokinone. 

Trioxyphc  nols.— Pyrogallol,  Eugallol,  Gallacctophenone, 
Saligallol. 

Acids. — Benzoic:  Anaesthosin,  Orthoform.  Salicylic:  Moso- 
tan,  Salol,  Salophen,  Salacetol,  Aspirin,  Agathin,  Sali- 
cylamide,  Saloquinono. 

Amines. — Acetanilide,  Antikamnia,  Ammonol,  Antisepsin, 
Exalgin,  Phenalgin,  Benzanilide,  Phenacetin,  Phcnocoll, 
Salocoll,  Citrophen,  Amygdophcnin,  Kryofin,  Lactophenin, 
Malakino. 

Ketones. — Hypnono. 

Pyrazolols. — Antipyrin,    Bromipyr'n,    Iodantipyrin,  Ferri- 
.  pyrin,  Pyramidon,  Salipyrin,  Tolipyrin,  Tolysal,  Tussol, 
Migrainin. 

The  advantage  of  the  grouping  lay  in  the  fact  that  from 
Mr.  Palmer's  explanation  of  the  formation  of  cne  of  the 
types  the  members  perceived  not  only  how  the  others  are 
tormed,  but  what  relation  they  bear  to  others  of  the  type. 
This  was  well  illustrated  in  the  case  of  phenacetin,  which 
Mr.  Palmer  described  by  graphic  formula?,  showing  how  the 
others  of  the  group  are  related  to  it.  An  appreciative  dis- 
cussion followed  in  which  the  President,  the  Secretary  (Mr. 
J.  A.  Thomas),  Mr.  F.  T.  Palmer,  and  Dr.  Affleck  joined. 

Protest  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  Secretary  submitted  a  letter  which  had  been  drafted 
by  the  committee  on  recent  topics  of  general  trade  interest, 
which  it  was  proposed  should  be  sent  to  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  general  purport  of  the  letter 
was  that  the  members  of  the  Association  consider  that  if  the 
Council  desires  to  increase  the  membership  of  the  Society,  or 
to  retain  the  confidence  of  its  present  members,  it  must  show 
its  loyalty  to  the  electorate  by  acting  promptly  and  vigor- 
ously whenever  their  interests,  their  honour,  or  their  in- 
tegrity are  at  stake.  The  Secretary  proposed,  and  Mr. 
H.  B.  Clark  seconded,  that  copies  of  the  letter  be  sent  to  the 
secretaries  of  all  local  associations  throughout  the  kingdom. 
Other  Business. 

Mr.  T.  T.  Dolman  threw  out  a  suggestion  for  a  uniform 
system  of  charging  brother  chemists  for  any  articles  that 
they  might  require  in  emergencies,  and  it  was  decided  to 
bring  the  matter  forward  at  the  next  meeting.  It  was  also 
agreed  to  hold  over  the  question  of  the  annual  picnic  pending 
inquiries  by  the  Secretary. 


Business  Changes. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being:  advertisements) 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


Messrs.  Tucker,  Cross  &  Co.,  produce-merchants,  have 
removed  to  15  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Sheldrake,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened 
a  pharmacy  at  Sackville  Road,  Bexhill-on-Sea. 

Mr.  G.  Davis,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased  Mr. 
Plumb's  business  at  Dartmouth  Road,  Forest  Hill,  S.E. 

Mr.  J.  Barron,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  recently  bought 
the  business  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson,  chemist  and  druggist,  at 
Bridge,  near  Canterbury. 

Mr.  E.  Watson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Plaistow,  is  open- 
ing a  business  at  8  Rookstone  Terrace,  Mitchani  Road, 
Tooting. 

Messrs.  C.  Dean  and  H.  Holt  have  purchased  the  busi- 
ness of  Mr.  H.  Woodward,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  at 
78  Yorkshire  Street,  Rochdale. 

The  business  of  Messrs.  W.  J.  Lund  &  Co.,  at  51  Penny 
Street,  Lancaster,  has  been  taken  over  by  Mr.  William 
Pattinson,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  144  Oxford  Street, 
Sydney,  N.S.W.    [Corrected  announcement.] 

Mr.  Nathaniel  N.  Armitage,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
who  for  the  last  seven  years  has  been  on  the  staff  of  Messrs. 
A.  Greaves  &  Son,  chemists,  Chesterfield,  has  taken  over 
the  old-established  business  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  A.  Wood, 
82  Church  Street,  Hunslet,  Leeds. 

In  order  to  cope  with  increasing  business  Messrs.  Scrubb 
&  Co.,  manufacturers  of  "  Cloudy  Ammonia,"  have  re- 
cently acquired  and  equipped  for  manufacturing  purposes 
the  entire  corner  building  of  Guildford  Street  and  York 
I  Road,  which  adjoins  their  present  works  at  Lambeth. 
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"  Xiciuosone." 


Two  children  die  in  Stoke  Newinqton  after  the  administra- 
tion of  "  liquozone  "  for  worms,  and  Coroner  Wynn  West- 
cott  holds  an  inquiry  to  determine  the  cause  of  death. 

DR.  WYNN  WESTCOTT,  Coroner  for  North-East  Lon- 
don, held  an  inquiry  at  the  Assembly  Rooms,  Defoe 
Road,  Stoke  Newington,  on  Friday,  May  26,  concerning  the 
death  of  Constance  Adelaide  Sheppard,  aged  three  years 
and  ten  months,  daughter  of  William  F.  G.  Sheppard, 
tobacconist's  assistant,  living  at  15  Gainsborough  Road, 
Stoke  Newington.  Mr.  A.  Carpmael,  solicitor,  attended 
on  behalf  of  the  Liquozone  Co.  Dr.  F.  J.  Smith,  of 
Harley  Street,  who  made  the  post-mortem  examination, 
was  also  present. 

William  Sheppard,  the  father  of  the  child,  was  first  called. 
He  stated  that  the  child  was  healthy,  and  had  had  no  illness 
since  she  had  whooping  -cough  when  ten  months  old,  and  she 
smashed  the  top  of  her  thumb  when  fifteen  months  old.  He 
and  his  wife  thought  the  girl  had  worms,  and  for  this  she 
got  an  occasional  dose  of  castor  oil  and  a  worm-powder,  but 
none  for  six  months.  She  had  been  perfectly  well  since 
Christmas. 

The  Coroner  :  Is  it  a  fact  that  you  gave  the  child  a  medi- 
cine called  "Liquozone  "  ?— Perfectly  correct. 

Tell  the  Jury  all  About  it, 
said  the  Coroner,  and  where  you  got  it. 

Witness  proceeded  to  state  that  the  manager  of  the  shop 
where  he  is  employed  (Salmon  &  Gluckstein's,  188  Stoke 
Newington  Road)  wrote  acknowledging  a  bottle  of  the  stuff, 
and  asked  for  another  for  a  friend  of  his  suffering  from  piles 
£viz.  witness].  He  got  an  order  for  a  bottle,  which  Mrs. 
Sheppard  took  to  Boot's  Stores,  Kingsland  Gate,  where  she 
got  a  bottle  of  "  Liquozone  "  for  nothing.  That  was  on  Wed- 
nesday or  Thursday  [May'17  or  18].  Following  the  book  of 
instructions,  witness  took  two  teaspoonfuls  of  the  "Liquo- 
zone "  in  a  quarter  tumblerful  of  water  three  times  a  day 
from  May  18  to  21,  when  he  left  off.  He  took  it  for 
piles,  but  the  "Liquozone"  did  not  cure  him.  He  had 
slight  stomach-ache  after-  taking  the  "Liquozone,"  but 
the  pamphlet  said  that  shows  the  stuff  is  working.  His 
wife  also  took  it  for  neuralgia,  but.it  did  not  cure  her. 
Witness  proceeded  to  state  that  doses  were  given  to 
hoth  his  children— deceased  and  another  aged  two  years 
[who  has  since  died]— for  the  cure  of  worms,  although 
there  was  no  mention  of  this  malady  in  the  pamphlet. 
The  examination  proceeded  as  follows  : 

The  Coroner  :  It  appears  you  went  beyond  the  book.  Now, 
dien,  we  will  take  tho  deceased  child.  When  did  she  have 
any  ?  . 

Witness  :  On  Thursday  morning,  I  believe. 

How  much  ?— Half  a  teaspoonful  in  a  third  of  a  tumbler  of 

water.  '  it' 

What  next?— She  only  had  one  dose  a  day. 

Did  you  find  she  had  stomach-ache  after  it  ?— Not  till 
Sunday.  1 

.Then  she  took  the  stuff  on  Friday  and  Saturday  also?— 
Yes,  sir.  .  . 

On  Sunday  did  she  have  some  ?— Yes,  on  Sunday  morriuig— 
a  similar  dose. 

Then  what  happened  to  her?— She  was  all  right  tiU  dinner 
time.  She  went  out  with  me  for  a  walk  till  then,  and  was  as 
lively  as  a  cricket. 

Can  you  tell  me  what  time  she  had  the  medionc  on  Sun- 
Jay  ? — As  near  as  anything  between  eight  and  nine'  o'clock — 
before  breakfast. 

Were  the  doses  always  given  before  breakfast  ? — Yes,  each 
morning,  I  believe.  i 

What  next  ?  We  went  home  to  dinner,  getting  there  at  five 
minutes  to  one.  Then  she  complained  of  feeling  sick,  and 
started  vomiting. 

Can  you  tell  me  what  she  threw  up  ? — A  kind  of  a  slime. 

Had  she  anything  since  breakfast? — Nothing  at  all.  1 

What  did  she  have  for  breakfast  ? — A  piece  of  fried  duck's 
egg  cut  up  with  fried  bread. 

Did  she  have  any  lollipops  or  anything  after  breakfast? — 
Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Was  she  in  pain  ? — Yes,  in  the  stomach,  and  she  had 
diarrhoea. 

What  next? — She  couldn't  cat  any  dinner,  and  never  had 

any.--         ,  ,   ,  >  ■-     -  <r.i>)v*v».'- 

,  I  understand  she  was  taken  to  her  grandmother  in  Graham 
Road  ?— That  was  in  the  evening.    She  looked  much  better, 


and  we  thought  a  blow  would  do  her  good.  Whilst  she  was 
there  she  sat  in  a  chair,  and  went  to  sleep. 

The  sickness  and  diarrhoea  had  stopped  then  ? — Yes. 

What  time  did  you  take  her  home  ? — About  nine  o'clock. 

And  put  her  to  bed  ? — Yes.  When  she  went  she  said  she 
would  like  a  drink  of  water,  so  we  gave  her  a  couple  of  tea- 
spoonfuls.  1 

No  domestic  medicine  or  anything  ? — No,  sir  ;  nothing. 
No  more  of  this  stuff  ? — No,  sir. 

What  next  ? — We  all  went  to  bed.  I  woke  up  about  six 
o'clock,  and  found  her  very  ill  and  restless  and  drowsy. 

Did  she  say  anything? — No.  She  seemed  half  asleep  and 
half  awake.  I  thought  she  was  ill,  and  asked  the  landlady  to 
come  up  and  see  her.  She  came,  and  said  the  child  was  very 
ill,  and  that  I  had  better  go  for  a  doctor.  I  went  immediately. 

Who  for  ? — Dr.  Harneis. 

When  did  he  come  ? — 9.30  or  thereabouts. 

Did  he  treat  her  ? — He  was  with  her  till  10.15,  I  believe. 

Did  you  tell  him  the  history  of  this  medicine  ? — Yes. 

What  did  ho  say  ? — The  child  looked  as  if  it  had  "  very  bad 
poisoning." 

He  gave  her  medicine,  I  suppoc;  ?—  I  went  to  his  house  and 
got  it. 

It  was  given  to  her  ? — Yes. 

When  did  he^  see  her  again  ? — I  believe  he  couldn't  come, 
but  sent  Dr.  Hicks.  Dr.  Harneis  did  not  see  her  again  until 
Tuesday  morning. 

When  did  she  die  ?— About  12.10  on  Tuesdav. 

After  the  first  attack  on  Sunday,  was  there  any  more 
diarrhoea  or  sickness  ? — No,  sir. 

And  no  "  Liquozone  "  after  Sunday  ? — No,  sir. 

.You  said  you  had  stomach-ache.  'When  your  wife  took  it 
for  neuralgia  did  she  complain  of  pain? — Yes,  sir;  pain  in 
the  stomach. 

Well,  now.  you  and  vour  wife  and  deceased  and  vour  other 
child  all  had  this  medicine.  Was  there  anything  else  out  of 
the  common  run  these  four  people  had  during  these  three 
davs — Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  ? — No,  sir  ;  nothing. 

No  other  unusual  article  of  food  or  medicine  ?— No,  sir. 

Dr.  Smith  :  Can  you  give  a  guarantee  that  the  child  had 
nothing  whilst  it  was  out  on  Sunday  morning? — I  can.  The 
child  was  with  me  all  the  time,  and  had  nothing  at  all. 

The  Coroner:  That  raises  the  suspicion  that  this  medicine 
had  something  to  do  with  it. 

Dr.  Smith :  What  do  you  mean  by  a  teaspoonful  ?— An 
ordinary  domestic  teaspoon. 

And  you  gave  the  child  half  ?— Yes. 

Statement  for  the  Company. 

Mr.  A.  Carpmael  :  I  appear  for  the  Liquozone  Co.  In 
the  first  place,  I  am  instructed  to  express  sympathy  with 
the  parents  in  their  sad  loss;  and  in  the  next  place,  the 
company  desire  to  give  you  every  possible  assistance  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  inquiry.  My  position  is  this.  The 
manager  of  the  company  was  only  served  yesterday  with  a 
notice  of  this  inquiry.  He  was  given  to  understand  then — 
rightly  or  wrongly — that  there  would  be  an  adjournment. 
I  have  seen  one  of  the  most  distinguished  medical  men,  and 
he  asures  me  that  if  "Liquozone"  was  prepared  as  my 
clients  say  it  is  and  given  as  described,  death  from  such  a 
dose  is  impossible.  The  matter  is,  of  course,  of  vital  im- 
portance to  my  clients.  They  desire  to  help  you  in  every 
way,  but  time  has  not  allowed  us  to  do  anything  yet.  '[ 
went  to  see  our  counsel,  Mr.  Chas.  Matthews,  who  said  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  come  to-day,  and  we  thought  there 
would  be  an  adjournment  in  this  instance.  We  desire  the 
matter  most  fully  investigated,  and  an  analysis  made  by  an 
independent  doctor. 

The  Coroner  :  Do  you  mean  independent  of  me? 

Mr.  Carpmael  :  Independent  of  my  clients.  As  I  said, 
the  matter  is  of  vital  importance  to  my  clients,  and  I 
respectfully  ask  leave  to  postpone  cross-examination  of  all 
witnesses. 

The  Coroner  :  I  will  make  a  note  of  your  remarks. 

Mrs.  Sheppard  then  gave  evidence.  She  stated  that  the 
"Liquozone"  was  given  to  deceased  on  the  Wednesday, 
but  not  on  Thursday,  and  she  had  diarrhoea  on  the 
Monday,  as  well  as  on  the  Sunday.  The  doses  were  not 
increased..  There  was  no  looseness  of  the  bowels  before 
Sunday. 

Dr.  Smith  :  Tho  child  was  in  its  usual  health  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  ? — Yes. 

Before  you  began  this  medicine,  did  you  sec  any  signs  of 
illness  excepting  what  you  guessed  were  worms  ? — No,  sir ; 
but  I  know  there  were  worms. 

Why  did  you  give  the  child  "  Liquozone  "  ? — It  was  recom- 
mended to  me  lor  germs. 

The  Coroner :  And  you  thought  gsrms  meant  worms  1 — Yes. 
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That  shows  the  danger  of  pamphlets.  A  little  knowledge  is 
a  dangerous  thing. 

A  Juror:  The  father  said  the  child  had  the  first  dose  on 
Thursday. 

Witness  :  No,  it  was  on  Wednesday.  \\  e  went  for  the  stun- 
on  Tuesday. 

The  Coroner  (to  Mr.  Sheppard)  :  Did  you  go  the  same  day 
as  you  got  the  order. 

Mr.  Sheppard  :  I  believe  so.   I  am  not  quite  sure. 

Witness:  We  got  it  on  Tuesday,  and  began  giving  it 
deceased  on -Wednesday. 

The  Coroner:  What  directions  were  there  on  the  bottle? — 
Two  teaspoonfuls  for  an  adult. 

Dr..  Smith:  And  it  says:  'Tor  children  it  must  be  pro- 
portionately diminished." 

The, Coroner:  The  pamphlet  mentions  twenty-four  or  more 
diseases.  I  have  read  it  through,  but  there  are  no' directions 
as  to  dose  for  any  of  them. 

Dr.  Smith  :  It  is  on  the  bottle. 

A  Juror  :  How  many  doses  did  deceased  have  after  all  ? 

Witness  :  From  Wednesday  to  Sunday. 

Dr.  Smith  :  Each  child  had  the  same  dose  ? — Yes,  sir. 

Medical  Evidence. 
Mr.  Theophilus  W.  M.  Harneis,  M.K.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
186  Amhurst  Road,  was  the  next  witness.  He  stated  that 
when  he  was  called  in  between  ten  and  eleven  on  Monday 
morning,  he  found  the  child  in  a  state  of  collapse,  the  pupils 
dilated,  the  eyes  shrunk  into  the  head,  and  the  face  looked 
drawn.  The  child  was  delirious,  and  there  was  frequent 
vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  He  made  inquiries  as  to  what  the 
child  had  had  and  found  she  had  been  taking  "  Liquozone," 
which  he  had  never  heard  of  before.  He  took  it  away  with 
him.  It  was  a  clear  liquor  and  smelt  so  strongly  of  sul- 
phurous acid  that  it  made  one  cough.  He  prescribed  a 
restorative  for  the  child.  He  was  unable  to  go_  in  the 
evening,  but  Dr.  Hicks  went  for  him  and  he  injected  a 
syringeful  of  brandy.  He  saw  deceased  about  nine  o'clock 
next  morning.  She  died  three  hours  afterwards.  The 
other  child  was  also  seriously  ill,  the  symptoms  being  the 
same,  and  it  was  being  kept  alive  with  brandy.  [As  stated, 
this  child  is  now  dead.] 

Dr.  F.  J.  Smith,  F.R.C.P.,  F.R.C.S.,  the  next  witness, 
stated  that  he  is  editor  of  "Taylor's  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence," and  lecturer  on  that  subject  at  the  London  Hospital. 
He  had  made  a  post  mortem  on  the  child  in  conjunction  with 
Dr.  Harneis.  The  body  was  well  nourished,  there  was  a 
curious  reddish-yellow  tinge  about  the  face  and  limbs,  and 
rigor  mortis  was  still  present,  although  the  child  had  been 
dead  about  forty  hours.  There  were  no  recent  external 
injuries.  The  various  organs  of  the  body  were  in  a  healthy 
condition,  but  there  was  a  patch  about  the  size  of  a  sixpence 
in  the  stomach. 

The  Coroner:  Can  you  say  what  was  the  cause  of  death? — 
As  a  pathologist,  and  speaking  from  the  experience  of  several 
thousand  post-mortems,  there  was  nothing  actually  in  the 
body  which  would  definitely  point  to  the  cause  of  death.  So, 
then,  one  has  to  combine  the  clinical  symptoms  of  illness 
with  the  absence  of  pathological  or  morbid  changes.  One 
recognises  that  it  is  by  no  means  infrequent  to  find  such  an 
absence  of  morbid  changes  when  death  has  been  due  to  an 
irritant  poison.  I  could  come  to  no  other  ' conclusion  than 
that  this  child  had  come  to  its  death  from  taking  this 
"  Liquozone." 

Do  you  know  the  stuff  ? — Never  heard  of  it  before. 
•  You  have  what  is  left  ? — Yes ;  safe  under  lock  and  key.  I 
took  some  of  it  to  the  London  Hospital.  I  should  say  I  havo 
reserved  some  of  the  intestines,  liver,  spleen,  and  kidneys  in 
case  you  should  think  a  complete  toxicological  examination 
should  be  made.  I  was  saying  I  took  the  remains  of  the 
bottle  to  the  London  Hospital,  and  submitted  a  portion  of  it 
to  a  rough  chemical  analysis,  by  no  means  pretending  to  be 
final. 

We  tried  the  simp'est  test  of  all,  a  little  litmus-paper, 
which  showed  that  it  contained  acid.  Then  there  was  the 
evidence  of  one's  nose.  It  made  you  jump  to  smell  it — it  was 
so  pungent.  We  then  tested  it  to  see  if  there  was  any  chlorine 
in  the  liquid,  and  there  was  evidence  of  a  trace  of  it — or 
perhaps  a  little  more  than  a  trace.  There  was  evidence  of 
sulphuric  acid,  and  direct  evidence  of  sulphurous  acid — 
sulphur  and  oxygon. 

That  seemed  to  predominate  ? — Yes. 

D'd  you  tasto  it  ? — No,  sir. 

The  punp-ent  smell  suggested  it  was  unpleasant  to  drink  ?— 
Undoubtedly,  unless  it  was  diluted. 

_  To  put  it  into  a  child's  healthv  stomach  would  be  likely  to 
irritate  it  ? — I  should  say  so,  decidedly. 

Wo  may  take  it  the  germs  would  fare  badly  with  it  ?— I 


should  say  the  claim  that  it  is  a  germicide  was  well  founded 
in  fact,  but  it  would  hardly  distinguish  friend  from  foe. 
(Laughter.) 

You  think  there  is  some  risk  in  giving  it  to  a  child? — It  is 
certainly  to  be  taken  with  extreme  care.  When  it  is  given 
internally  it  must  be  in  extremely  small  doses,  and  by  some- 
one who  understands  what  he  is  doing.  I  should  not  think 
one  doctor  in  a  thousand  orders  it  for  internal  use  once  a  year. 
I  may  explain  to  the  jury,  in  order  to  give  them  an  illustra- 
tion of  what  sulphurous  acid  is,  that  you  get  it  by  burning 
sulphur  in  a  room  to  disinfect  it,  but  the  stomach  is  not  quite 
like  a  brick  wall.  (Laughter.) 

The  Coroner:  A  germicide  that  kills  a  patient  is 
certainly  dangerous. 

Witness  :  Speaking  with  a  full  consciousness  that  what  I  say 
may  bo  used  against  me — if  I  may  apply  the  term — I  strongly 
object  to  the  instructions  given  for  taking  this  stuff.  This 
child  had  at  least  twice,  and  probably  three  times,  what  it 
should  have  had,  and  it  was  not  duo  to  carelessness  on  the 
part  of  the  mother,  but  from  the  extremely  insufficient  direc- 
tions on  the  bottle.  How  could  the  father  know  the  dose  for 
a  child  of  two,  three,  or  four,  when  it  simply  says  "  You  must 
proportionately  diminish  the  dose  for  children"?  If  a  man 
could  take  one  teaspoonful,  the  proper  dose  for  deceased 
would  have  been  a  quarter  of  that  quantity  at  the  outside. 

Hearing  Adjourned. 

The  Coroner  :  I  understand  the  Liquozone  Co.  is  an 
English  one,  which  appears  to  have  paid  20,000/.  to  an 
American  to  sell  the  medicine  in  England.  Therefore,  as 
the  solicitor  said,  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable  interest  to 
the  company,  for  there  is  the  question  whether  it  may  ruin 
them  or  not.  Under  those  circumstances  it  would  not  be 
just  to  find  a  verdict  that  this  medicine  killed  the  child 
without  hearing  counsel  in  their  favour,  or  of  giving  them  a 
chance  to  defend  it  in  any  case.  And  as  the  other  child  is 
dying,  I  think  it  will  be  best  to  adjourn  this  inquiry. 

This  the  jury  agreed  to  do,  fixing  June  5  as  the  date  for 
the  resumed  hearing. 

Second  Child's  Death. 

The  younger  child  having  died  on  Friday,  May  26,  an 
inquest  was  opened  by  Dr.  Wynn  Westcott  on  Tuesday, 
May  30,  the  same  jury  being  empanelled. 

W.  F.  G.  Sheppard,  the  father,  was  the  only  witness 
called.  Deceased,  he  said,  was  his  daughter,  Dorothy  May 
Sheppard,  and  she  was  two  years  of  age.  She  died  at  4.29 
on  Friday,  having  been  ill  since  the  previous  Sunday.  She 
had  been  a  healthy  child;  she  was  given  half  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  "  Liquozone  "  in  water  once  a  day  from  Wednes- 
day, May  17.  After  witness  had  answered  several  other  ques- 
tions, the  Coroner  remarked  :  It  seems  somewhat  suspicious, 
at  any  rate,  that  this  "Liquozone"  gave  all  these  people 
stomach-ache  if  it  didn't  make  them  ill.  Two  children  are 
dead,  and  the  mother  and  father  ill,  so  it  raises  a  sus- 
picion. When  we  sat  for  two  hours  the  other  day  a  lot  of 
reporters  were  present.  I  don't  think  it  says  much  for  the 
Press  of  this  country  that  they  didn't  put  in  all  the  facts 
of  the  case.  They  didn't  mention  .what  the  stuff  was,  so 
nobody  was  warned  by  it.  They  showed  more  judgment 
and  discretion  than  kindness  of  feeling  to  the  public.  And 
there  was  no  danger  in  it,  because  it  is  no  libel  to  print  any- 
thing said  in  a  court  of  justice. 

On  being  told  by  some  of  the  Press  representatives  present 
that  his  remarks  were  not  altogether  correct,  the  Coroner 
afterwards  toned  down  his  statement,  and  said  he  under- 
stood several  morning  and  evening  newspapers  did  publish 
the  name  of  the  medicine,  although  several  did  not. 

A  juror  inquired  of  the  father  if  the  children  were  in- 
sured, and  the  witness  replied  that  they  were  for  41.  and 
3/.  respectively. 

The  Juror  :  I  think  that  is  satisfactory. 

The  Coroner  :  You  must  remember  that  nowadays,  in 
London,  almost  every  child  among  the  lower  classes  is 
insured.  In  the  old  days  if  a  child  was  insured  you  might 
argue  something  from  it,  but  you  can't  now. 

It  was  decided  to  adjourn  the  inquiry  and  take  both  cases 
together  on  June  5. 

A  juror  asked  that  he  and  his  colleagues  might  be  fur- 
nished with  a  copy  of  the  instructions  on  the  bottle,  and 
also  see  one  of  the  teaspoons  referred  to. 

The  Coroner  :  Detective-Inspector  Martin  will  make  a 
note  of  your  request,  and  let  you  see  the  things  at  the 
adjourned  inquiry. 
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Another  Case. 

At  the  Rotherhithe  Coroner's  Court,  on  Thursday,  Mr. 
H.  R.  Oswald  opened  an  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  the 
•death  of  Mary  Slaughter,  aged  forty-three,  a  married  woman, 
late  of  11  Marshall's  Place,  Spa  Road,  Bermondsey.  The 
Coroner  said  the  woman  died  on  Sunday  from  what  the 
doctor  who  attended  her  thought  was  gastric  ulceration,  and 
he  gave  a  certificate  to  that  effect.  He  subsequently  learned, 
however,  that  the  woman  had  taken  a  remedy  called 
"  Liquozone,"  and  on  giving  information  of  that  to  the 
Registrar  the  case  was  referred  to  him  (the  Coroner). 
Evidence  was  given  that  the  woman  had  suffered  from 
swollen  legs,  and  when  cured  of  them  vomiting  supervened 
and  she  could  not  retain  her  food.  A  neighbour  procured 
her  a  bottle  of  "  Liquozone,"  and,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of 
her  husband,  she  took  one  teaspoonful  a  fortnight  ago  in 
some  water.  For  the  next  two  days  the  vomiting  ceased, 
but  after  that  the  old  symptoms  recurred  and  she  died. 
Dr.  Thos.  Nesbit  Wright,  of  50  Grange  Road,  Bermondsey, 
said  that  three  weeks  ago  the  deceased  came  under  his  care 
for  three  days,  and  he  treated  her  for  indigestion.  She  next 
visited  his  surgery  last  Saturday  evening  and  complained  of 
vomiting,  pain  over  the  stomach,  and  inability  to  retain 
even  soda-water.  She  was  very  collapsed.  He  again  saw 
'her  on  Sunday  and  diagnosed  gastric  ulceration.  On  making 
a  post-mortem  examination  he  found  evidence  of  alcoholism, 
and  in  the  stomach  and  intestines  patches  of  congestion  or 
inflammation.  The  cause  of  death  was  syncope  from  gas- 
tritis, but  he  could  not  say  whether  it  had  been  set  up  by 
alcoholism  or  "  Liquozone."  He  had  not  tested  the  stomach 
for  acid,  but  he  understood  that  "Liquozone"  contained 
sulphurous  acid.  Whether  "Liquozone"  would  cause  the 
inflammation  he  could  not  say,  because  he  had  not  tested  it. 
The  Coroner  said  the  jury  could  not  come  to  a  verdict  on  the 
evidence  submitted,  and  the  case  would  have  to  be  adjourned 
so  that  an  analysis  might  be  made  of  the  stomach  and  the 
medicine.  These  quack  remedies,"  he  added,  "  are  either 
harmless  or  very  harmful ;  they  either  contain  very  small 
•quantities  or  no  drugs  at  all,  and  therefore  are  perfectly 
useless ;  or  they  contain  drugs  in  doses  which  are  far  too 
strong  and  much  stronger  than  any  doctor  would  administer 
:  .  .  and  therefore  are  positively  harmful."  The  law,  he 
■declared,  was  not  nearly  strict  enough  in  regard  to  the  sale 
■of  patent  medicines.    The  inquiry  was  adjourned. 


TErafce^marfcs  Spplieb  jfor. 

■Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applica- 
tions should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Comp- 
troller-General of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the 
Patents  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane, 
London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  The 
objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form  J,  cost  £1, 
obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade -marks  Journal,"  May  3,  1905.) 
■"  Cowcoa  "  ("  Cow  "  and  "  Cocoa  "  disclaimed) ;  for  food  sub- 
stances.   Bv  W.  &  C.  McDonnell,  Ltd.,  Thomas  Street, 

Limerick.  270,645. 
■"  Sulis,"  signature  "  R.  B.  Cater  "  and  label  device;  for  a 

natural  mineral  water.   By  R.  B.  Cater,  the  Grand  Pump 

Room,  Bath.  269,024. 
"  Ski";  for  soap,  candles,  detergents,  etc.   By  Lever  Bros., 

Ltd.,  Port  Sunlight,  Cheshire.  270,427. 
"  Acushla";  for  perfumes  and  toilet  requisites.    By  Hayes, 

Conyngham  &  Robinson,  Ltd.,  12  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 

270,702. 

■"Larna,"  "Volonel."  and  "Zelimah";  for  perfumery.  By 
H.  P.  Truefitt,  Ltd.,  13  Old  Bond  Street,  London,  \V. 
271,445,  271,446,  271,447. 
(From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal,"  May  10,  1905.) 

""  Protexicon  "  ;  for  chemicals.  By  Rankin  &  Co.,  53  Water- 
loo Street,  Glasgow.  271,614. 

Device  of  west  front  of  Westminster  Abbey  ;  for  photographic 
chemicals.  By  Francis  Newbcrv  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  27  Charter- 
house Square,  London.  E.C.  271,410. 

■"  Sltjgene"  ("  Slug"  disclaimed)  ;  for  a  slug  destroyer.  Pv 
H.  Stanly  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  19  Garlick  Hill,  London,  E.C. 
270,025. 

■"Semol";  for  insecticides  and  disinfectants.    By  A.  &  M. 

Zimmerman,  3  Lloyd's  Avenue,  London,  E.C.  270,892. 
■"Chtsine";  for  an  insecticide  wash.    By  the  Chiswick  Soap 

Co.,  Burlington  Lane,  Chiswick,  Middlesex.  271,902. 


Scientific  progress. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


Urocitrai  is  theobromine-sodium  citrate, 

C,H,N.Oa  .  NaCJL(OH)(COOXa)„ 
and  has  recently  been  placed  on  the  market  as  a  substitute  for 
other  theobromine  compounds. 

Hexamethy line-tetramine —  1,1, is  body,  which  is  chemi- 
cally identical  with  the  remedy  known  as  urotropine,  is  not 
always  found  on  the  market  in  a  state  of  absolute  purity. 
To  test  its  purity,  salts  of  ammonia,  amides,  and  paroform- 
aldehyde  should  bo  carefully  looked  for.  The  last-named 
compound  will  readily  cause  a  separation  of  metallic  mercury 
from  Nessler's  solution,  which  should  give  no  brown-red 
colour  or  precipitate  with  pure  hexamethylene-tetramine,  but 
will  do  so  in  the  presence  of  salts  of  ammonia. 

Oil  from  Achillea  Nobllis. — Beckurts.  in  conjunction 
with  his  pupil  Echtermeycr,  has  examined  this  essential  oil 
("  Archiv  der  Pharm.,"  1905,  238)  and  reports  upon  it  as 
follows  :  Sp.  gr.  0.935  ;  opt.  rot.  - 10.40°  ;  distils  almost  entirely 
between  170°  and  265°,  with  onlv  slight  decomposition.  In 
the  earlier  fractions  (170° -200°)  of  the  distillate  little  else  but 
torpenes  could  be  found,  together  with  a  small  amount  of  ono 
or  more  oxygenated  bodies.  In  the  higher-boiling  fractions  a 
sesquiterpene  was  present.  The  oil  was  found  to  contain 
18.2  per  cent,  of  esters  calculated  as  linalyl  acetate,  and  13.1 
per  cent,  of  free  alcohols  calculated  as  linalol.  No  aldehydes 
could  be  found,  and  no  ketones.  A  search  was  made  for 
cineol,  which  has  been  found  in  some  allied  oils  by  Schimmel  & 
Co.,  but  no  reactions  could  be  obtained  with  iodol  or  any  other 
reagent. 

Peru  Balsam.— Hellstrom  ("Arch,  der  Pharm.,"  1905.  223) 
has  examined  a  white  Peru  balsam  having  a  marked  odour  re- 
calling that  of  storax.  His  figures  are  given  below,  compared 
with  those  already  published  by  Gehc  and  Dieterich  : 


Sp  gr  

Opt.  rot  

Ref.  index 
Acid-value 
Saponification  No. 
Ester-value 
Soluble  in  alcohol 
Cinnanifin 


Gehe. 


+  &°  30' 
1.59083 
30:79 
175.5 

89.47% 


Dieterich.  Hellstrom. 


26.04 
1R5.7 
136.0 

P4.71  % 
73.35  , 


1.089 
+  7°  V 

1.592' 6 
27  4 
165.5 
138.0 

94.  r 

74.5' 


A  very  exhaustive  research  on  the  constituents  of  the  balsam 
showed  the  presence  of  the  following  constituents,  several  of 
which  arc  of  somewhat  indefinite  nature :  Honduresene. 
G\.H,.0,„;  Honduresinol,  C,.H»0,;  Styresinol,  C,?HM0,; 
Honduresinotannol,  C.oH.5O,0;  Tupenes,  CoH,.:  Cinnamii 
alcohol,  Phcnlyprophyl  alcohol,  and  cinnaraic  acid. 

Schimmel's Testfor  Citronella  Oil. — For  some  years  the 
adulteration  of  citronella  oil  has  been  less  gross  than  it  was  at 
one  time,  but  constant  endeavours  have  been,  and  are  still 
being,  made  to  adulterate  this  oil  so  as  to  make  it  just  pass 
Schimmel's  test.  The  result  is  that  an  absolutely  positive 
definition  of  Schimmel's  test  has  become  a  necessity  for  this 
trade.  The  exact  interpretation  of  the  test  has  gradually 
changed  with  the  now  conditions,  and  a  powerful  effort  has 
been  made  to  make  the  test  read  as  follows : 

If  one  volume  of  the  oil  be  shaken  with  ten  volumes  of 

80-per-cent.  alcohol  and  allowed  to  stand  for  twenty-four 

hours  at  20°,  no  oily  drops,  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  shall 

float  on  the  surface. 
This  interpretation  has  never  received  Messrs.  Schimmel  & 
Co.'s  approval,  and  as  their  test  was  framed  in  order  to  pro- 
vent  adulteration  as  far  as  possible,  they  naturally  expect  it  to 
be  interpreted  strictly,  and  the  following  is  their  reading  of 
this  test  : 

One  volume  of  the  oil  will  usually  be  found  to  dissolve 
clear  in  two  or  three  volumes  of  80-per-cent.  alcohol.  Any 
further  addition  of  alcohol,  after  the  liquid  is  once  clear, 
should  never  cause  any  precipitation  of  oil — not  even  a 
turbidity.  At  no  stage  of  the  addition  of  the  alcohol  should 
more  than  an  opalescence  or  at  most  a  faint  turbidity 
appear. 

The  exports  of  chemicals  from  Treport  durintr  1904  included 
344  tons  of  caustic  potash  (1903,  263  tons)  and  254  tons  of  car- 
bide of  calcium  (1903.  688  tons).  Apparently  no  bleaching- 
powder  was  exported  last  year,  but  during  1903  1,297  tons  was 
shippod. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Manipulation  of  Prescriptions. 
Sib. — I  am  a  medical  man  in  chamber  practice — that  is  to 
say,  one  whose  drug-treatment  is  entirely  carried  out  by 
means  of  written  prescriptions  which  are  dispensed  by  my 
patients'  own  pharmacists.  Therefore  my  professional 
success  to  a  certain  degree  depends  upon  the  fidelity  and 
skill  with  which  my  prescriptions  are  dispensed.  With  your 
permission  I  would  like  to  ask  pharmacists  the  following 
question  : 

To  what  extent  do  they  consider  it  justifiable  to  manipu- 
late a  prescription  in  order  to  produce  a  good  pharmaceutical 
preparation  ? 

The  case  which  prompts  me  to  address  you  is  this  :  Some 
time  ago  I  ordered  a  mixture  containing  carbonate  of  bis- 
muth, carbonate  of  magnesia,  and  tincture  of  rhubarb.  This 
was  at  first  dispensed  in  a  country  town  and  recently  in  this 
city.  My  patient  at  once  noticed  that  the  two  mixtures 
were  not  quite  alike  and  appealed  to  me  to  say  which  corre- 
sponded to  my  prescription.  The  more  recent  mixture,  I 
was  told,  was  smoother,  and  on  inspection  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  some  mucilaginous  material  had  been  added. 
I  called  upon  the  chemist,  who  denied  having  added  any- 
thing to  what  was  ordered,  but  said  that  a  large  number  of 
dispensers  habitually  add  mucilage  to  bismuth  mixtures. 
The  representative  of  one  of  the  largest  firms  in  the  town 
told  me  that  it  is  not  only  permissible  to  use  mucilage  in 
dispensing  a  bismuth  mixture,  but  if  he  were  an  examiner  he 
would  award  extra  marks  to  a  candidate  who  suggested  the 
advisability  of  so  doing.  This  latter  remark  staggered  me. 
If  I  prescribe  bismuth  I  wish  my  patient  to  take  bismuth, 
and  not  bismuth  and  something  else.  When  I  write  a  pre- 
scription for  a  mixture,  pill,  or  anything  else,  unless  I  put 
in  the  directions  "  according  to  art,"  I  do  not  anticipate  any 
addition.  If  the  dispenser  considers  the  ingredients  would 
produce  a  dangerous  combination,  or  for  seme  reason  be 
indispensable,  in  my  judgment  it  is  his  duty  to  com- 
municate with  the  writer.  If,  however,  instructions  say  the 
prescription  must  be  dispensed  "according  to  art,"  it 
implies  that  the  prescriber  recognises  that  his  formula  is 
insufficient,  and  allows  latitude  to  the  compounder. 

It  seems  to  me  the  point  I  have  raised  is  an  important  one. 
I  have  put  my  view  of  the  matter  before  you,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  interesting  and  instructive  to  know  what  these 
think  who  look  at  a  prescription  from  the  other  point  of 
view.  I  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

Shaldon.  (232/27.) 

Sir, — I  fancied  I  knew  most  of  it,  but  it  seems  I 
know  next  to  nothing.  Will  you  please  tell  me  what  to 
do  when  a  doctor  writes  "Ft.  pil.  "  ?  Do  I  send  the 
pills  in  chalk,  or  silver  or  varnish  ?  What  is  the  custom 
and  which  method  is  correct? 

Yours  faithfully, 

Bason.  (252/21.) 
Who  is  the  Napoleon  of  Pharmacy^?! 

Undoubtedly  the  Napoleon  of  Pharmacy  is  ■  Jesse 

Boot,  who  is  knocking  pharmacy  to  pieces  much  as 
Napoleon  did  Europe.  Pity  that  pharmacy  can't  raise  a 
Wellington,  or  even  a  Castlereagh. 

Epworth,  May  26.  C.  C.  Bell. 

The  Napoleon  of  Pharmacy  is  undoubtedly  Mr.  W.  S. 
Glyn- Jones,  who  has  conquered  all  his  enemies  (and  ours), 
without  in  the  end  being  defeated,  as  was  his  great  proto- 
type, Napoleon  I. 

Hull,  May  28.  L.  S.  Selle. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  question,  "Who  is  the 
Napoleon  of  Pharmacy?"  Mr.  J.  E.  Saul,  at  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  in  March 


1888,  in  proposing  the  toast  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society," 
referred  to  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe,  then  President  of  the 
Society,  as  the  Napoleon  of  pharmacy  (see  G.  &  D.,  Vol.  32, 
page  272). 

Brondesbury,  N.W.,  May  30.  J.  T.  Sambrook. 

[Wo  have  received  a  lot  more  cards,  but  they  all  name  one 
or  other  of  these  gentlemen.] 

Together  such  as  Brethren  are. 

Sir, — I  have  sometimes  thought  that  an  annual  dinner  of 
chemists,  composed  of  employers,  managers  and  assistants, 
at  a  fee  of,  say,  2s.  6d.,  would  be  very  popular  and  success- 
ful. All  classes  to  be  admitted,  qualified  and  unqualified, 
those  who  work  for  stores  and  those  who  do  not ;  a  real 
social  gathering  and  fraternising  of  chemists.  I  think  such 
meetings  would  do  more  to  harmonise  and  produce  good 
feeling  among  chemists  than  all  the  formal  assemblies.  We 
hear  so  much  of  the  want  of  unity  in  the  retail  drug-trade 
or  profession  that  something  like  the  above  suggestion 
would,  I  feel  almost  certain,  materially  aid  to  produce  a 
bond  of  sympathy  and  kindly  feelings  where  at  present 
prevails  discord,  or  at  any  rate  opposition.  I  give  the  idea 
with  the  hope  that  others  may  think  it  out  with  a  practical 
result.  Yours  truly, 

London,  May  23.  C.  H.  Fentiman. 

"  'Tis  Impossibilities  You  Ask." 

Sir, — In  reply  to  a  letter  by  "  Dominus,"  which  appeared 
in  the  C .  &  D.  of  May  13,  I  fail  to  see  how  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  or  its  supporters  can  reasonably  expect  to 
succeed  with  such  a  sweeping  measure  disregarding  the 
claims  of  the  traders  mentioned  by  "  Dominus."  And, 
whether  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  composed  of  either 
the  young  blood  or  old  blood,  they  are  scarcely  wise  in  their 
generation  in  attempting  year  after  year  to  accomplish  the 
impossible,  as  sacrifices  will  as  a  necessity  have  to  be  made. 
May  I  suggest  that  the  Society  might  see  their  way  clear  to 
allow  those  apprenticed  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  1868  Act 
to  register  as  chemists  and  druggists,  and  those  who  can 
furnish  proof  that  they  have  served  a  regular  apprentice- 
ship to  a  chemist  and  druggist  since  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1868,  came  into  force  be  allowed  to  register  as  registered 
druggists,  same  as  in  Ireland?  This  concession,  I  think, 
would  meet  with  the  approval  of  everybody  concerned, 
would  largely  increase  its  supporters,  and  would  bring  a 
considerable  increase  of  grist  to  the  Society's  mill. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Liverpool,  May  22.  Rad.  Tormext.  (226/62.) 

Whistle  ewer  the  Leave  o't. 

Sir, — I  am  astonished  at  Mr.  Jackscn,  of  Sheffield.  Let 
me  ask  him  a  few  questions  : 

1.  Did  be  ever  meet  or  hear  of  a  Boot's  manager  at  an 
Association  meeting,  dinner,  or  dance? 

2.  Did  he  ever  propose  to  his  local  secretary  that  Boot's 
men  in  Sheffield  be  asked  to  join  ? 

3.  Does  he  not  know  that  the  statutory  notices  verifying 
chemists'  addresses  are  about  the  only  communications  sent 
out  by  the  Society,  and  that,  as  no  other  attempt  is  made  to 
get  chemists  to  join  them  through  the  local  Associations, 
Boots'  men  have  never  had  the  chance  to  consider  the 
matter  ? 

4.  Does  he  deny  that  there  would  be  a  how]  from  many  of 
the  Associations  if  it  was  proposed  to  include  Boot's  men  ? 

5.  Is  it  usual  for  managers  of  private  chemists'  shops  to 
support  the  P.A.T.A.  ? 

Every  reader  will  be  able  to  answer  these  questions  for  him- 
self. I  have  no  fear  of  the  replies.  Let  me  say  this.  I 
have  been  ten  years  in  my  district,  and  I  meet  socially  many 
of  the  chemists  and  their  families,  and  am  persona  grata 
with  everyone  of  them.  I  have  never  been  asked  to  a 
meeting  or  dinner  except  once,  informally  (when  the  Secre- 
tary was  selling  me  some  of  his  own  preparations).  But  that 
was  before  he  knew  I  had  any  opinions  to  express.  Doubt- 
less many  of  the  younger  generation  would  welcome  me, 
but  the  older  men  would,  I  believe,  sooner  entertain  the 
devil  himself.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Jackson's  tempting 
morsel  of  SI.  per  week  I  can  only  say  that,  applied  as  a  rule, 
I  have  no  use  for  it.  Doubtless  some  chemists  in  business 
would  serve  Boot  at  less,  but  Boot  requires  business  abilities 
before  he  pays  5/.  ;  and  I  fancy  Sheffield  druggists  who  have 
branches  look  at  the  thing  in  the  same  light.  I  have  heard 
of  this  5/.  before.  It  is  just  like  the  ordinary  chemist  to 
envy  the  success  of  Boot's  shops  and  to  try  to  enable 
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qualified  men  to  obtain  a  wage  which  few  of  them  would  be 
Worth,  rather  than  set  the  Society  in  order  and  improve  the 
business  education  of  the  men.  When  I  joined  Boot's  firm 
thirteen  years  ago  I  was  advised  by  chemists  to  "  keep  it 
quiet,"  as  no  chemist  would  employ  me  afterwards.  And 
now,  having  eaten  Boot's  bread  for  thirteen  years,  I  have 
the  courage  to  say  he  has  treated  me  well  and  that  I  will 
have  many  regrets  to  leave  him  for  a  business  of  my  own. 
Common  fairness  makes  me  raise  my  voice,  not  against  fair 
criticism  of  Boot,  but  against  the  hysterical  ideas  put  for- 
ward as  arguments  from  time  to  time  by  men  who  seem  to 
overlook  even  the  most  obvious  points. 

One  of  the  Tribe  of  Jesse.  (226/21.) 
Why  not  a  Tariff? 
Sir, — Although  the  sound  of  the  word  "  tariff"  may  fall 
unpleasant  on  the  ear  of  good  free  traders,  and  although 
there  are  many  who  are  not  good  free  traders  who  would 
pooh-pooh  the  suggestion  of  an  authorised  charge  for  medi- 
cines, there  is  still  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in  its  favour,  and 
discussion  of  the  subject  in  the  ranks  of  the  troubled  apothe- 
caries may  tend  to  elucidate  points  which  are  the  better  for 
elucidation. 

First  of  all  the  question  arises — a  question  which  every 
one  inside  and  outside  the  profession  may  ask  himself — and 
it  is  this  :  Since  it  is  necessary  to  protect  the  public  against 
the  incapacity  of  the  chemist,  is  it  not  fair  and 
reasonable  to  demand  that  the  chemist  be  protected  in 
some  way  against  the  fatuity,  or  otherwise,  of  the  public — 
in  short,  that  the  protection  be  in  some  measure  mutual  ? 
This  question,  it  is  well  known,  has  already  bean  asked  in 
several  countries,  and  the  answer  has  been  that  it  is  fair, 
and  that  it  is  reasonable,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to 
assure  for  the  chemist  a  better,  or,  if  not  a  better,  at  least 
a  surer,  footing.  Germany,  which  has  been  doing  more  than 
building  ships  (although  some  Englishmen  may  even  dispute 
this)  has  provided  a  corner  in  her  elaborate,  somewhat  super- 
abundant, legislative  network  for  the  struggling  chemist. 
The  law  of  Germany  provides  that  the  would-be  apotheker 
shall  for  the  public  safety  learn  to  know  well  his  profession, 
and  that  afterwards  he  shall  learn  to  know  the  "  Arznei- 
fcaxe  "  and  dispense  his  medicines  according  to  this  tariff. 
In  return  for  this  he  is  protected  in  several  ways,  and  not 
the  least  of  these  is  that,  being  obliged  to  charge  according 
to  this  tariff,  he  is  assured  a  reasonable  profit,  and  at  the 
same  time  is  saved  a  deal  of  worry.  There  cannot  exist  the 
haggling  over  prices  which  exists  in  England.  It  may  be 
remarked  that  medicines  reckoned  according  to  the 
"Deutsche  Arzneitaxe "  often  work  out  at  a  ridiculously 
cheap  figure,  but  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  products  are 
cheaper  and  living  is  cheaper  in  Germany  than  in  England. 
In  Switzerland  the  same  medicine  reckoned  by  the  Swiss 
tariff  may  cost  double  the  price. 

The  second  question  is,  Granted  that  in  other  countries  it  is 
to  the  benefit  of  all  concerned  that  such  a  tariff  exists,  would 
it  be  beneficial  in  England  ?  It  is  argued,  as  Mr.  Bousfield 
argues  in  your  issue  of  May  6,  that  the  East-end  worker 
cannot  be  expected  to  pay  as  much  as  the  West-end  mag- 
nate. I  would  beg  to  point  out  that  in  Germany,  where 
there  are  also  cities  with  East  and  West  ends,  there  exist 
unions  in  abundance  in  the  name  of  which  poor  workers 
may  have  their  medicines  prepared  and  which  receive  a 
substantial  discount.  In  crowded  centres  where  living  is 
dear  an  additional  15  or  20  per  cent,  could  be  demanded, 
bungling  with  prices  being  avoided  by  marking  price  upon 
prescriptions,  and  all  advertisements  of  "  dispensing  at 
country  prices  "  being  forbidden.  Or,  the  percentage  could 
be  made  obligatory. 

As  regards  the  high  price  for  the  millionaire,  we  might 
let  him  go — let  the  socialists  have  it  out  with  him — let  the 
world  right  itself,  and  not  "curse  ourselves  that  we  were 
(born  to  set  it  right." 

Davos-Platz,  May  12.  T.  Haxxav. 

More  "  Tips." 

Sir, — 1.  Study  carefully  the  advertisements  in  the 
C .  cfc  D. — it  pays  to  do  so. 

2.  If  you  are  not  a  member  of  the  P.A.T.A.  join  at 
once.  Chemists  will  never  make  any  headway  against 
stores  and  limited  companies  as  long  as  they  do  not  com- 
bine. 

3.  Show  manufacturers  who  have  protected  the  prices 


of  their  goods  that  it  is  to  their  interest  to  do  so,  and  thus 
induce  others  to  follow  their  example. 

Acrathis.  (245/31.) 
Graduated  Measures. 
Sir. — Is  it  an  understood  and  established  fact  that  all 
measures  (especially  glass  ones)  are  absolutely  correctly 
graduated  when  stamped  with  the  usual  Government  stamp  ? 
I  may  venture  to  say  I  have  found  cases  where  unstamped 
glass  measures  have  been  more  correct  in  graduation  than 
those  that  are  apparently  verified  J 

Yours  trulv, 

PLC.  (252/14.) 

[Mathematical  accuracy  is  not  guaranteed  in  verified 
measures,  and  we  think  cases  of  serious  inaccuracy  are  rare. 
We  would  be  glad  of  postcard  statements  of  fact  on  the  point. 
Editor.] 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  submitting-  queries  in  this  department,  subscribers  are  ad- 
vised to  consult  the  "  C.  &  D.  Diary,"  1905,  on  General  and 
Trade  laws.  p.  287;  Pharmacy  and  Poison  laws,  p.  299,  and 
Medicine-stamp  Acts,  p.  279.  In  respect  to  the  last  we  can 
mark  labels  "Liable"  or  "Not  liable"  if  they  are  sent  in 
duplicate,  and  with  a  stamped  'and  addressed  envelope  for 
return  of  the  marked  ones. 

Full  particulars  in  regard  to  trade-mark  registration  will  be  found 
in  the  "  Diary,"  p.  240. 


G.  C.  (226/43). — "Ophthalmic  Optician." — There  is  no  law 
to  prevent  any  person,  qualified  as  an  optician  or  not,  using 
this  title,  which,  by  the  way,  is  somewhat  redundant. 

Ajax  (226/41). — Your  solicitor  no  doubt  referred  to  the 
stamping  of  the  mortgage  on  reassignment.  See  C.  <£•  D. 
Diary,  p.  275,  for  the  terms,  and  apply  to  your  local  office  of 
Inland  Revenue  for  instructions  as  to  stamping. 

Principal  (230/69). — You  will  find  the  form  of  agreement 
between  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  business  and  his  assistant 
in  the  C.  «£•  D.,  July  26,  1902,  p.  123. 

Dcvonicnsis  (233/28). — Royal  Violet  is  a  .description  used 
by  several  manufacturers,  and  is  not  a  registrable  title.  If 
you  use  it  in  connection  with  a  toilet-soap  be  careful  to  prefix 
it  with  your  name  in  the  possessive  case. 

T.  S.  S.  (251/72).— "Blood  Mixture.  Imparts  strength,  tone, 
and  energy  to  the  system." — The  addition  to  body-name  titles 
of  any  words  indicating  the  action  of  the  medicine  upon  the 
body  makes  them  liable;  thus  "Tonic  Blood  Mixture"  and 
"  Strengthening  Blood  Mixture  "  are  dutiable,  and  it  is  just 
the  same  thing  to  say  "  Imparts  strength  and  tone."  Dis- 
closure of  the  composition  of  a  medicine  on  a  handbill  is  in- 
sufficient and  unnecessary.  The  disclosure  must  be  on  the 
label  of  the  enclosure  containing  the  medicine.  Such  a  general 
statement  as  "  Containing  haemoglobin,  assimilable  salts  of 
iron,  combined  with  laxatives,  etc.,"  is  not  a  disclosure  that 
would  enable  any  person  to  make  the  preparation,  but  perhaps 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  may  regard  it  as  an  "  adequate 
indication  of  the  ingredients."   Try  them. 

/.  W.  F.  (232/15).— See  the  C.  <£■  D.  Diary,  p.  303  (Incor- 
porated Society  of  Extractors,  etc.). 

Novice  (234/32). — Agreement  for  Shop. — The  solicitor's 
charges  for  this  are  payable  by  the  tenant. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during-  the  past  twelve  months. 


East  Anglian  (187/18). — Bleaching  Dark-coloured  Bees- 
wax.— Several  boilings  with  water  may  he  necessary  before 
the  colour  of  dark  wax  is  lightened.  There  is  a  method  in 
which  animal  charcoal  is  employed,  but  it  is  rather  difficult  to 
filter  out  the  whole  of  the  charcoal,  as  it  has  to  be  done  at  a 
considerable  elevation  of  temperature.  There  is  no  solution 
process  that  is  not  prohibitive  on  account  of  the  loss  of  more 
or  less  expensive  solvents. 

Aspirin  (228/1). — The  mixture  No.  II.  is  the  correct  thing. 
We  have  the  whole  subject  under  investigation,  and  will  deal 
more  fully  with  it  in  a  subsequent  issue. 

F.  W.  "(Cologne)  (191/ 18). —Artificial  Silk.— There  is  as 
yet  no  book  published  on  making  artificial  silk,  most  of  the 
processes  being  the  subject  of  patents.  There  is  a  chapter  on 
artificial  silk  in  Matthews'  "  Textile  Fabrics,"  recently  pub- 
lished by  Chapman  &  Hall,  but  the  full  processes  are  only 
contained  in  the  various  patent-specifications. 
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F.  dk  Co.  (189/19).— Honey  and  Flowers  for  the  Hair.— 
This  name  is  applied  to  two  kinds  of  applications  for  the  hair, 
the  one  in  the  nature  of  a  brilliantino,  a*nd  the  other  a 
spirituous  hair-wash.  The  former  would  be  represented  by  a 
brilliantino  in  which  honey  and  glycerin  arc  used  in  place  of 
oil,  such  as  the  following : 

Glycerin   jss. 

Honey  ...   5}h 

Essence  of  millcfleurs    5j- 

Mix  and  filter. 

The  spirituous  hair-wash  known  as  "Honey  and  Flowers  " 
is  generally  a  honey-water,  for  which  you  will  find  suitable 
recipes  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

W.  E.  B.  (176/46).— We  do  not  know  the  preparation  you 
mention  used  for  cleaning  motorists'  leather  clothes.  Can  you 
send  us  a  sample  ? 

A.  A.  (175/39).— Herb-growing.— There  is  no  book  pub- 
lished on  this  subject  in  England.  In  French  there  is  Reclus' 
"  Manual  de  l'Herboriste  "  (Bailliere  et  fils),  2f. ;  in  German, 
Jaeger's  "  Der  Apothekergarten."  We  have  at  various  times 
published  notes  on  the  subject,  such  as  April  20,  1901,  p.  664, 
and  September  12,  1903,  p.  482.  You  will  also  find  some 
material  in  Fluckiger  and  Hanbury's  "  Pharmacographia  " 
and  Sawer's  "  Odorographia." 

/.  B.  (213/63). — You  do  not  say  what  the  drench  is  for. 
We  must  have  full  particulars  before  we  can  undertake  the 
analysis  of  the  powder. 
Edina  (196/41). — The  Hair-wash  is  imitated  as  follows: 

01.  bergam  tnv. 

Otto  rosas   utij. 

Ol.  aurantii  dulc   nixv. 

Pulv.  curcumse    gr.  ij. 

Tr.  canthar  3SS- 

Glycerin  oSS. 

Spt.  vini  rect.    Jij. 

Aquam  ad     ...    Jiv. 

It  may  need  a  little  more  oil  of  orange-peel,  as  that  is  the 
predominating  perfume. 

/.  M.J.  (203/8).— "  Double  Phosphate"  and  "Kainite" 
are  used  as  plant-manures.  Your  surplus  stock  could  be  dis- 
posed of  through  an  advertisement  in  the  C.  ck  D.  Supplement. 

A.  W.  P.  (187/40). — Nit-ointment. — This  seems  to  have  been 
made  by  digesting  soft  paraffin  with  crushed  stavesacre-sceds. 
It  cannot  bo  said  to  be  non-poisonous. 

/.  C.  McWaltcr  (230/95).—  Oil  of  Turpentine.— The  follow- 
ing are  official  statistics  respecting  the  importations  of  oil  of 
turpentine  into  the  United  Kingdom.  They  represent  cwts. 
of  the  oil  received  from  the  countries  named  in  1903  (the 
figures  for  1904  are  not  yet  published)  : 

Russia  56,304  (compared  with  15,992  in  1899  and  27.875  in 
1902);  Belgium  64  (2,209  in  1902);  France  14,816  (5,298  in 
1902);  :  U.S.A.  460.324  (618,972  in  1901).      Other  foreign 
countries  1,586  and  British  Possessions  15. 
The  weekly  statements  as  to  stocks  and  deliveries  of  oil  of 
turpentine  refer  only  to  the  American  and  French  (the  latter 
no  doubt  including  all  that  comes  from  the  European  con- 
tinent).   For  the  week  ending  May  23  the  figures  were  : 
Deliveries.  Stocks. 
1905.      1904.  1905.  1904. 

American         ...  brls.    1.446      3,443  4,606  10,980 

French    brls.     209  20  314  397 


Total 


American 


495 


tons  236 

Landing. 
1905.  1904. 
brls.      —  647 


703  1,625 
Afloat. 
1905.  1904. 
3,000  1.200 


Total  ...    tons  92  429  171 

The  recent  scarcity  of  the  American  oil  has  given  European 
varieties  a  better  market  here,  as  may  be  gathered  by  the 
following  figures,  showing  total  imports  in  cwts.,  and  the 
amount  sent  by  U.S.A.  : 

1900  1901  1902  1903 

Total  ...    595,489         643.846         532,455  533,109 

U.S.A.  ...  558.226  618,972  496,389  460,324 
The  value  of  the  1901  imports  was  842.742?.,  and  the  1903  is 
put  down  at  1,028,934?.  In  the  latter  vear  53,304  cwts.  of 
Russian  cost  60.155?.,  and  460,324  cwts.  of  American  938,184?., 
w-hile  15  cwts.  of  British  cost  30?. 

E.  J.  C.  (195/70).— Thiol  Reaction.— We  have  not  experi- 
enced the  formation  of  a  blue  colour  when  thiol  is  mixed  with 
vaseline,  but  if  you  will  send  us  samples  of  your  ingredients 
we  will  look  into  the  matter. 

Charta  Sinapis  (177/56). — Treating  Cavities  before  Stop- 
ping.— The  cavity  is  dried  by  means  of  absolute  alcohol  and 
warm  air,  and  then  wiped  out  with  a  pledget  of  cotton-wTool 
dipped  in  oil  of  cloves.  Evaporation  of  the  oil  is  often 
ensured  by  following  the  application  with  a  current  of  warm 
air. 


J.  C.  P.  (184/72).— Polishing  Bullock  Horns.— First 
scrape  with  glass  to  take  off  any  roughness,  then  rub  with 
powdered  pumice-stone  applied  by  means  of  a  piece  of  felt. 
Next  use  charcoal  and  water,  then  rotten-stone  or  putty 
powder  and  linseed  oil.  The  final  polish  is  given  with  sweet 
oil  applied  with  chamois  leather. 

E.  J.  L.  (177/2).— To  Dress  Moleskins.— Stretch  the  skins 
by  pegging  them  fur  side  downwards  on  a  board,  and  then 
apply  daily  a  powder  (or  strong  solution)  of  alum  and  sal 
ammoniac.  This  is  continued  for  a  week  or  so,  and  the  skin 
further  smoothed  with  pumice.  If  the  finished  skins  arc  not 
pliable  enough  sponge  them  with  a  saturated  solution  of  sa3 
ammoniac,  and  finally  rub  with  bran. 

T>.  B.  (Budapest)  (187/61).— Crystallised  Pomade—  Tho 
following  extract  from  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  will  give 
you  the  essentials  for  obtaining  a  good  crystalline  pomade  or 
brilliantine,  as  you  call  it:  In  order  to  obtain  a  pomade  with 
the  appearance  of  large  crystals  it  is  necessary  that  it  should 
cool  very  slowly.  The  pomade  bottles,  previous  to  filling, 
should  be  placed  up  to  the  necks  in  a  basin  of  warm  water, 
then  filled,  and  allowed  to  remain  until  thoroughly  set. 
Second  in  importance  is  the  necessity  of  entire  absence  of  solid 
fats,  such  as  palm  oil,  lard,  etc.,  if  the 'pomades  ai-c  to  be  free 
from  opacity.  The  proportion  of  almond  oil  (6),  castor  oil 
(2),  cctaceum  (1),  suitably  perfumed,  is  a'usjial  one. 

W.  G.  (192/2).— Packing  Refrigerator?- — Silica  ted  cotton  is 
the  cheapest  material  for  this.  Messrs:  D.  Anderson  &  Son, 
Ltd.,  Finsbury  Pavement  House,  E.C..  and  Messrs.  F.  Mac- 
neill  &  Co.,  Lamb's  Passage,  Bunhill  Row,  E.C.,  supply  sili- 
cated  cotton. 

T.  J.  IF.  (228/62).— (1)  We  cannot  without  a  search  tell  you 
whether  any  baking-powders  coloured  with  saffron  have  been 
published.  Turmeric  has  frequently  been  suggested,  as 
saffron  is  too  expensive  for  a  commercial  article.  The  use  of 
saffron  as  a  cake  colouring  is  quite  old.  At  an  evening 
meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1880  there  was  a 
discussion  on  the  uses  of  saffron,  in  which  tho  late  Mr.  T. 
Greenish  called  attention  to  the  common  use  of  saffron  on  the 
Continent  as  a  colouring  for  cakes  and  articles  of  diet.  Mr. 
C.  B.  Allen  informed  the  meeting  that  in  parts  of  Cornwall 
saffron  was,  much  used  in  cakes.  (2)  Saffron  is  easily  pow- 
dered if  it  is  first  highly  dried. 

N.  D.  Co.  (191/69).— (1)  Sealing  Tins  to  Prevent  Evapora- 
tion.— The  bottle-cap  solution  made  by  dissolving  7  lbs.  of 
gelatin  in  10  oz.  of  glycerin  and  60  oz.  of  water  is  the  proper 
gelatin-solution  to  use  for  this.  The  mixture  can  bo  coloured 
with  an  aniline  dye,  and  may  be  made  insoluble  by  adding  a 
small  proportion  of  potassium  bichromate  and  exposing  the 
tins  to  the  light  after  the  gelatin  solution  has  been  painted" 
round  the  lid.  (2)  Coating  the  interior  of  tins  with  melted 
paraffin  might  be  made  less  tedious  by  mechanical  con- 
trivances. Spraying  the  inside  of  the  tins  with  a  solution  of 
paraffin  wax  in  benzine  might  also  be  considered,  although 
this  is  introducing  a  clanger  which  may  not  compensate  for 
the  advantage. 

A.  A.  B.  (204/39). — Coffin-varnish. — This  is  a  brush  polish 
made  as  follows : 

Orange  shellac    1  lb. 

Sandarac      ...       ...       ...       ...    2  ozs. 

Resin   2  ozs. 

Spirit   3  pints 

Dissolve. 

If  it  is  desired  to  delay  the  drying  a  little  thus  and  turpen- 
tine must  be  added,  and  if  the  product  is  too  dark  part  of  tho 
orange  shellac  should  be  replaced  by  the  bleached  product. 

Amateur  (2081/28). — One-solution  Developer. — We  must 
refer  you  to  back  numbers  for  a  formula — March  4,  page  360, 
for  instance.  The  developer  is  put  up  in  pint  bottles  to 
sell  at  Is. 

D.  S.  B.  (221/1). — Decay  in  Sandstone. — Referring  to  the 
reply  wo  gave  you  in  the  C.  <£•  D.,  May  27,  p.  832,  a  corre- 
spondent has  called  our  attention  to  Professor  A.  H.  Church's 
treatment  of  decayed  stone  by  means  of  baryta-solution,  which 
was  successfully  employed  in  the  Westminster  Chapter  House. 
The  baryta  water  is  made  by  shaking  together  IO5  ozs.  of 
crystal  barium  hydrate  with  a  gallon  of  distilled  water,  but 
fused  barium  hydrate,  a  cheaper  product,  may  be  used  and 
answers  well  if  used  in  the  proportion  of  8  ozs.  to  a  gallon  of 
warm  distilled  water.  A  gallon  of  the  baryta  water  is  suffi- 
cient for  treating  about  20  superficial  yards.  The  surface  of 
the  stone  should  have  been  previously  cleaned  by  a  Fletcher 
foot-blower,  and  the  solution  is  generally  applied  by  means  of 
a  pneumatic  diffuser.  Eight  or  nine  sorayings  may  be  given, 
depending  on  the  state  of  the  stone.  Professor  Church  states 
that  where  the  baryta  treatment  is  not  suitable  paraffin  wax 
applied  to  the  heated  surface  is  indicated. 

T.  I.  J.  H.  (189/39).— Capsicum  Vaseline— This  is  made  by 
slow  percolation  of  35  lb.  of  powdered  capsicum  with  500  lb. 
of  petroleum  jelly  at  120°  to  140°  F.,  the  process  occupying 
about  twenty-four  hours.    The  method  was  patented  in  1897. 
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./.  U.  S.  (266/25). — The  sample  of  Plate-powder  is  kiesel- 
guhr.  A  wcll-clutriated  sample  must  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  cleaning  plate. 

Heworth  (16/5). — Cleaning  Shop-bottle. — The  method  to 
adopt  in  cleaning  the  liq.  plumbi  subacet.  bottle  is  to  form  a 
soluble  salt-acetate  or  nitrate.  It  is  possible  that  the  obstinate 
remnant  you  refer  to  is  the  result  of  chemical  action  on  the 
glass,  which  nothing  will  remove.  You  might  try  mechanical 
methods,  such  as  the  use  of  lead  shot. 

Dewi  (180/51).— (1)  Painless  Tooth-extraction.— We 
obtained  much  of  our  information  as  to  the  use  of  cocaine  and 
adrenalin  in  the  extraction  of  teeth  (C.  &  D.,  April  1,  p.  522) 
from  a  recently  published  book,  Sauvcz's  "  L'Anesthesio 
Locale  pour  l'Extraction  des  Dents  "  (Paris,  Vigot  Freres). 
You  will  have  noticed  (C.  it-  D.,  May  13,  p.  724)  that  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  placed  on  the  market  a  special 
solution  of  adrenalin  and  eucaino  for  tooth-extraction  which 
they  call  "  Eudrenme."  (2)  Socmnoforme  is  used  by  inhala- 
tion as  an  anaesthetic.  The  agents,  Messrs.  C.  de  Trey  &  Co., 
52  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W.,  will  send  you  a  supply  of  litera- 
ture on  the  subject  if  you  write  to  them. 

H.  S.  C.  (220/14). — Weeds  in  Churchyard. — The  luxurious 
weeds  of  which  you  send  a  sample  from  your  churchyard 
would  be  best  destroyed  by  "  spiking  "  with  sulphuric  acid. 
A  hole  is  pierced  in  the  ground  in  the  centre  of  the  noxious 
weed,  and  in  this  about  an  ounce  of  sulphuric  acid  is  poured. 

W.  C.  G.  (214/6). — Paint-remover. — You  seem  to  be  re- 
ferring to  the  solvent  variety  of  paint-removers,  the  use  of 
which  has  increased  of  late.  We  referred  to  them  in  the 
C.  &  D.,  February  18,  p.  288.  The  tar-distillers  supply  special 
distillates — solvent  naphthas— which  are  cheaper  than  the 
carbon-bisulphite  mixtures. 

C.  A.  (Turin)  (218/23). — Preserver  for  Rasped  Cheese.— 
Boric  acid  in  the  proportion  of  2  dr.  to  the  pound  of  cheese 
is  the  least  harmful  preservative  for  this  purpose.  As  you  are 
exporting  the  cheese  in  soldered  tins,  the  above  proportion  of 
boric  acid  will  be  sufficient. 

Slogger  (221/56). — Restoring  Maroon  Leather  on  Chairs. 
You  can  best  manage  this  by  using  a  solution  of  fuchsine  to 
which  a  little  white  of  egg  has  been  added.  The  strength 
will  have  to  be  adjusted  according  to  the  colour  desired. 

Obese  (222/37). — Treatment  of  Obesity. — It  is  now  generally 
recognised  that  the  only  safe  way  of  reducing  obesity  is  by 
means  of  modifications  in  diet :  drugs  such  as  iodides  and 
alkaline  aperients,  while  often  most  effectual  in  reducing  the 
amount  of  fat,  do  not  always  improve  the  health.  The  diet 
systems  depend  upon  the  withdrawal  or  reduction  of  fatty  and 
starchy  food.  The  Banting  system  allows  the  use  of  lean 
meats,  sweetbread,  white  fish  (except  eels),  clear  soups, 
poultry,  game,  eggs,  cheese,  green  vegetables,  toast,  gluten- 
bread,  fresh  fruit,  and  pickles.  An  average  diet  for  an  adult 
would  be  12  oz.  lean  meat,  6  oz.  rusks  or  gluten  bread,  4  oz. 
green  vegetables,  1  oz.  butter,  and  1^  pint  of  tea.  The  Salis- 
bury system  allows  an  unlimited  amount  of  lean  meat,  with 
complete  abstinence  from  fats,  starches,  and  sugar,  and  liberal 
allowances  of  hot  water.  For  instance,  the  daily  diet  would 
consist  of  3  lb.  of  lean  beef,  roasted  or  boiled,  divided  between 
the  three  meals,  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  when  chicken  or 
white  fish  is  given  for  a  similar  period,  after  which  fats  and 
farinaceous  foods  are  gradually  added. 


3nformation  I'Qanteb, 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertisc- 
ment-pages  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  and  the  "C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.),  will  be  esteemed. 


232/3.    Where  can  "  Bontha"  tea  be  obtained? 
228/35.    Where  can  "  Pilley's  Practical  Chemistry"  be 
obtained  ? 

128/45.  Address  of  present  proprietor  or  agent  for 
"  Vermite." 

231/50.  Who  are  the  makers  of  papier-mache  bottles  for 
sterilised  milk  ? 

232/8.  Where  is  the  "  XL  Automatic  Disinfectant  Jar" 
obtainable  ? 

232/63.  Name  of  French  maker  of  metal  parts  for  per- 
fume-sprays. 

232/19.  Makers  of  a  very  fine  and  flaky  crystal  sodium 
carbonate. 


£rafc>c  IReport. 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  June  1. 

COMPLAINTS  of  dull  business  are  rife  among  dealers  in 
Mincing  Lane  and  transactions  in  drugs  are  mostly  for 
limited  quantities.  The  chief  alteration  of  the  week  has 
been  an  advance  of  3d.  in  morphine  consequent  on  the  rise 
in  opium.  In  the  latter  article  the  improved  demand  has 
continued  and  prices  still  tend  higher.  The  heavy  bark 
shipments  from  Java  for  May  have  depressed  the  quinine 
market,  but  the  article  cannot  be  quoted  lower.  Holders 
of  ipecacuanha  are  asking  a  slight  advance  on  last  week's 
sale  prices,  and  for  Curacao  alces  there  is  a  fair  inquiry. 
Japanese  wax  is  a  shade  weaker.  Cinnamon  at  auction  was 
rather  easier  for  quill  and  chips.  Shellac  is  flat  and  easier. 
In  essential  and  fixed  oils  both  American  and  Japane;  e 
peppermint  are  quite  neglected  and  tending  easier. 
Coriander  oil  has  been  advanced  considerably,  and  bergamot 
is  rather  lower.  Castor  oil  is  steady  and  in  better  demand ; 
agents  for  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  are  asking  higher  prices, 
but  business  is  only  retail  and  the  Finmarken  fishing  still 
yields  good  results.  Spot  turpentine  is  firm,  but  forward  is 
weaker.  Alterations  in  chemicals  include  a  slight  advance 
in  foreign  tartaric  acid,  an  easier  feeling  in  sulphate  of 
copper,  and  a  further  rise  in  crude  and  regulus  antimony. 
Benzols  are  firmer  and  liq.  amnion,  fort,  is  also  dearer.  The 
following  are  the  principal  alterations  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Antimony 
Canary-seed 
Liq.  ammon. 

fort 
Morphine-salts 
Oil,  coriander 
Rosin 
Turpentine 

Acid,  tartaric 
(foreign) 
Benzols 
Oil,  cod-liver 
Opium 

Cinnamon 
Copper  sul- 
phate 

Gills 

Pepper,  white 
Podophyllum- 

lOOt 

Tr.igacanth 
Wax  (Japan.) 

Clo  es 

Oil,  bergamot 
Shellf.c 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  May  31  : — Japanese  wax  closes  easier  at  ICOm. 
per  100  kilos.    It  is  a  holiday  here  to-morrow. 

Smyrna,  June  1. — The  sales  of  opium  for  the  week  ending 
Wednesday  amount  to  90  cases,  principally  for  specula- 
tion.   The  market  is  firm  with  an  advancing  tendency. 

Bergen,  May  31,  6.10  p.m.  :— The  total  catch  of  cod  for 
the  whole  of  Norway  since  the  beginning  of  the  season  now 
amounts  to  41,094,000,  against  44.445,000  at  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year.  The  yield  of  steam-refined 
oil  is  now  32,654  barrels,  against  13,212  barrels  at  the  same 
time  of  last  year.  The  fishing  at  Finmarken  is  again  better, 
and  in  the  eastern  districts  the  catch  is  described  as  "  rich." 
The  market  is-  therefore  easier  at  73s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen,  for  finest  non-congealing  medicinal  oil. 


Acid,  Citric. — There  is  practically  no  demand  and  last 
week's  prices  hold  good. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  in  fair  demand,  foreign  being  rather 
firmer  at  from  10|<7.  to  10|<rZ. ;  English  is  unaltered  at 
UK 

Aloes. — There  is  a  fair  inquiry  for  Curacao  aloes,  fine 
liver  of  which  is  very  scarce.    Some  40  kegs  of  Socotrine 
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have  been  sold,  the  prices  of  which  range  from  77s.  6d. 
for  soft  to  82s.  6d.  for  fine  hard. 

Aniseed. — Small  sales  of  Russian  and  Levant  anise  have 
been  made  at  21s.  per  cwt. 

Antimojy  has  advanced  21.  per  ton,  English  regulus  being 
quoted  at  from  40/.  to  42/.  Japanese  crude  on  the  spot  is 
also  dearer  at  25/.  per  ton. 

Arrowroot. — The  exports  from  Bermuda  during  1904 
amounted  to  10  tons  2  cwt.  (1,398/.),  against  9  tons  9  cwt. 
(1,300/.)  in  1903.  From  a  Colonial  Office  report  we  learn 
there  is  one  arrowroot  factory  which  is  equipped  with 
modern  plant  and  is  capable  of  producing  a  large  quantity. 
The  arrowroot  is  being  placed  on  the  home  and  foreign 
markets  in  attractive  packages  and  in  small  quantities, 
with  distinctive  labels  as  to  origin. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — The  exports  from  Maracaibo  during 
1904  amounted  to  20,197  kilos,  against  31,918  kilos,  during 
1903. 

Benzoin. — About  100  cases  of  fair  Sumatra  gum  have 
arrived  this  week,  and  a  parcel  of  Siam  will  also  be  to  hand 
shortly. 

Canary-seed  is  much  dearer,  owing  to  the  dry  weather  ki 
Turkey,  which  is  affecting  the  growing  crop,  and  to  the  fact 
that  no  crop  at  all  is  expected  from  Morocco  this  season,  the 
failure  being  due  to  drought  in  the  spring.  On  Wednesday 
Turkish  on  the  spot  sold  at  72s.  6d.  per  quarter,  and  screened 
River  Plate  at  71s. 

Caea way-seed. — Dutch  are  firm  at  25s.  to  26s.  per  cwt.  on 
the  spot,  but  little  business  is  reported. 

Cinchona. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
June  8  will  consist  of  8,273  bales  and  333  cases,  weighing 
792,227  kilos.,  and  containing  38,437  kilos,  sulphate  of 
quinine.  The  manufacturing-bark  contains  an  average  of 
5.29  per  cent,  quinine  sulphate  (against  5.40  per  cent.)  at 
the  previous  auction,  and  an  average  of  5.27  per  cent,  for  the 
ten  auctions  of  1904.  Four  cases  of  cinchona  alkaloids, 
weighing  200  kilos.,  and  including  52  kilos,  of  sulphate,  are 
also  to  be  offered. 

The  exports  from  Puerto  Cabello  during  1904  amounted  to 
37,329  kilos.,  valued  at  983/.,  and  from  Maracaibo  6,334  kilos, 
were  exported,  valued  at  12,014/.,  against  7,390  kilos,  during 
1903. 

The  shipments  from  Java  during  May  amounted  to 
1,527,000  Amst.  lbs.,  against  1,166,000  Amst.  lbs.  in  1904, 
and  1,188,000  Amst.  lbs.  in  1903.  The  shipments  for  the 
first  five  months  of  the  year  amount  to  5.802.000  Amst.  lbs., 
against  5,084,000  Amst.  lbs.  in  1904,  and  4,566,000  Amst.  lbs. 
in  1903. 

Cinnamon. — The  usual  quarterly  sales  were  held  last 
Monday.  About  600  bales  were  offered,  but  the  biddings 
being  below  holders'  ideas  only  about  200  bales  found 
buyers  at  very  slight  variations  from  the  prices  obtained  at 
the  last  auctions.  Superior  and  fine  sold,  at  and  after  the 
sales,  at  lid.  to  Is.  4c/.  per  lb.  for  firsts,  at  10±d.  to  Is.  M. 
for  seconds,  at  8^d.  to  Is.  Id.  for  thirds,  and  at  8d.  to  9cZ. 
for  fourths.  Common  firsts  sold  at  8^c/.,  common  to  good 
seconds  at  l^d.  to  9jtf.,  common  to  good  thirds  at  Id.  to  8c/., 
fourths  at  h^d.  to  l^d.,  and  fifths  at  6d.  per  lb.  Good 
chippings,  pieces,  cuttings,  etc.,  sold  at  6d.  to  Id.  per  lb. 
Chips  were  bought  in  at  2{d.  per  lb.  for  ordinary. 

Civet. — Guaranteed  pure  is  quoted  at  frcm  6s.  6d.  to 
7s.  per  oz. 

Copper  Sulphate. — The  price  of  ordinary  brands  of  sul- 
phate has  given  way  a  further  10s.  per  ton  to  19/.  5s.,  and 
for  Liverpool  19/.  17s.  6cZ.  is  quoted. 

Coriander  is  steady,  but  business  is  small  at  18s.  to 
19s.  per  cwt.  for  East  Indian. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — The  exports  of  cream  of  tartar  from 
Bordeaux  during  1904  amounted  to  1.699  cwt.  only,  com- 
pared with  42,888  cwt.  during  1903.  The  United  Kingdom 
received  1,504  cwt.  last  year,  against  41,244  cwt.  in  1903,  a 
decrease  of  39,740  cwt.  Exports  of  crude  tartar  were 
1,907  cwt.,  against  32,974  cwt.  ;  and  of  wine  lees  2,028  cwt. 
were  exported,  against  4,739  cwt.  in  1903.  The  United 
Kingdom  imports  of  crude  tartar  were  1.038  cwt.,  against 
5,094  cwt.  ;  and  of  the  wine-lees  the  United  Kingdom  re- 
ceived 1,057  cwt.,  against  977  cwt.  in  1903. 

Cumin-seed  is  unchanged,  but  no  demand  is  ex- 
perienced. Morocco  is  quoted  27s.  6c/.  and  Maltese  at 
from  30s.  to  32s.  6c/.  per  cwt. 


Fenugreek  is  neglected,  the  value  being  8s.  3d.  fcr 
East  Indian  and  9s.  6d.  to  10s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  Morocco. 

Galls. — Chinese  are  quoted  at  52*.  per  cwt.  for  parcels 
afloat.  Persian  are  easier,  with  sellers  of  blue  at  80s. 
per  cwt. 

The  exports  of  galls  from  Baghdad  and  Bussorah  dnring 
1904  amounted  to  8,966  bags  (49,813/.),  against  11,491  bags 
(57,455/.)  during  1903.  _  The  decrease  was  on  account  of  tho 
poor  crop,  but  the  article,  nevertheless,  proved  profitable  to 
merchants. 

Gamboge.  ■ —  The  exports  from  Saigon  during  19C4 
amounted  to  438  piculs  (25|  tons),  amounting  in  value  to 
5,168/.  A  direct  arrival  of  about  1^  ton  has  taken  place 
from  Singapore. 

Golden  Seal  is  quoted  on  the  spot  at  6s.  6d.  net  fcr 
autumn  drug-root.  Advices  from  New  York  are  to  the 
effect  that  prices  will  probably  be  maintained,  as  although 
lower  offers  are  being  made  from  the  West  they  do  not  apply 
to  autumn-drug. 

Guaiacum. — The  exports  of  guaiacum  from  Fort  au 
Prince,  Hayti,  from  October  1,  1903,  to  .September  30, 
1904,  amounted  to  30,774  lbs. 

Ipecacuanha. — A  consignment  of  53  bales  East  Indian 
is  close  at  hand  and  may  be  in  time  for  the  auction  next 
week.  Rio  is  selling  slowly  in  small  lets  at  rather  firmer 
prices,  but  Minas,  which  is  much  wanted,  is  scarce,  and 
as  for  Cartagena  there  is  no  inquiry  and  no  stock. 

Liq.  Ammon.  Fort. — Prices  have  advanced  frcm  15  per 
cent,  to  20  per  cent,  owing  to  the  rise  in  sulphate.  3^c/. 
per  lb.  is  now  quoted  for  .880  in  Winchesters. 

Menthol. — Quiet.  Kobayashi  for  May-June  shipment 
has  been  sold  at  5s.  9c/.  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  with  buyers  at 
5s.  10gf/.  in  this  position. 

Morphine. — Owing  to  the  advance  in  opium,  morphine 
manufacturers  have  advanced  their  prices  by  Zd.  per  oz., 
and  now  quote 


100-oz. 

250-oz. 

Contracts 

 _ 

Contracts 

d. 

S.  (1. 

s.  d. 

Morphine  neetate  

4 

6 

4  5 

4  4 

,,       hydrochlor.  eryst. 

4 

8 

4  7 

4  6 

,,       hydrochlor  pulv. 

4 

6 

4  5 

4  4 

„  meconate 

5 

7  J 

5  6 

3  5 

,,       pur.  c  yst  

5 

84 

5  8 

5  7 

,,       pur.  pi  ecip  

5 

r/A 

5  6 

5  5 

,,        sulphate  cryst. 

4 

8 

4  7 

4  6 

,,        sulphite  pulv. 

6 

4  5 

4  4 

„  tartrate 

5 

■ 

*i£ 

5  6 

5  5 

The  above  prices  are  per  oz.  nett,  and  no  falling  clause. 

Musk. — The  exports  from  Hankow  during  1904  amounted 
to  3.882  lbs.  (120,067/.)  against  2,723  lbs.  (113,899/.)  during 
1903. 

Naphtha. — It  is  stated  that  the  outlook  fcr  solvent  is 
brighter,  and  that  there  is  a  steady  consumptive  demand  ; 
95  per  cent,  is  quoted  9^d.  to  10d.,  and  90  per  cent.  8d.  to 
8^d.  per  gallon. 

Oil,  Castor. — The  market  is  steady  with  an  improved 
demand.  Hull  make,  for  prompt  or  June  delivery,  is  quoted 
22/.  12s.  6c/.  for  firsts  and  20/.  12s.  6c/.  per  ton  for  seconds; 
to  September  23/.  and  21/. ;  and  to  December  23/.  5s.  and 
21/.  5s.  for  firsts  and  seconds  respectively,  delivered  free 
ex-wharf  London. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
May  29  that  the  Finmarken  fishing  for  the  week  ending 
Saturday  was  quite  unsatisfactory,  owing  to  frequent 
interruptions  occasioned  by  stormy  weather  and  lack  of 
bait.  The  quality  and  fatness  of  the  livers  are,  however, 
quite  unchanged  and  highly  satisfactory.  A  catch  of  little 
more  than  one  million  of  cod  gave  nearly  700  barrels  of 
cod-liver  oil  and  a  similar  quantity  of  livers  for  "raw" 
oils.  The  total  output  of  all  our  cod-fisheries  is  reported  as 
follows  : 

Mav  29,       June  1,     June  3, 
1905  1904  1903 

Cods  (millions)   41,094         44,445  45,000 

Cod-liver  oil  (brls.)    32,654         13,212  2,280 

Cod-liver  for  "  raw  "'  oils  (hect.)  10,580  7,050  6,650 
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There  is  still  some  fishing  in  Western  Finmarken,  and 
in  the  east  the  quantities  caught  when  the  fishers 
can  get  on  the  sea  are  very  satisfactory.  Our  market 
continues  firm,  and  finest  non-congealing  Lofoten  cod-liver 
oil  cannot  be  quoted  to-day  below  75s.,  f.o.b.  Bergen.  The 
exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to  3,681  barrels, 
against  3,122  barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year. 
From  the  whole  country  the  export  barely  amounts  to 
9.000  barrels,  against  6,000  barrels  at  the  corresponding 
time  last  year.  Moreover,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
exports  of  1905  include  a  quantity  of  oil  produced  in  1904 
(perhaps  1,000  barrels),  while  in  1904  there  were  only  trilling 
quantities  left  from  1903. 

Oil,  Turpentine. — The  advance  noted  last  week  has  been 
checked,  and  the  market  has  become  quieter ;  60s.  to  61s. 
per  cwt.  has  been  paid  for  American  on  the  spot,  but  for- 
ward delivery  has  shown  a  weaker  and  irregular  tendency. 
It  would  appear  that  the  combined  American  producers  are 
carrying  out  the  threat  with  which  they  attempted  to 
frighten  the  trade  last  year.  They  then  said  that  for  1905 
supplies  we  should  have  to  pay  about  50Z.  per  ton.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Americans  have  a  firm  hold 
on  the  market,  and  that  present  prices  are  now  the  highest 
known.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  sale  of  Russian  spirit 
and  substitutes  will  be  stimulated  considerably. 

Oils,  Essential. — Coriander  oil  is  much  dearer  owing' 
to  the  rise  in  raw  material  :  one  of  the  large  makers  quotes 
30s.  nominally.  Lime  oil  is  firmly  held,  with  sales  from 
second-hands  at  Is.  8c/.  per  lb.  for  West  Indian  distilled. 
Bergamot  oil  was  cabled  Is.  easier  from  Sicily,  but  sub- 
sequently the  price  partially  recovered.  8s.  IOcZ.  is  one 
agent's  quotation.  There  is  no  further  change  in  Neroli 
oil,  but  the  market  is  very  firm.  Peppermint  oil  is 
inactive  both  as  regards  Japanese  and  American.  There 
are  still  sellers  of  Star  aniseed  oil  at  4s.  Id.,  but  no  saies 
have  transpired. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  very  firm,  and  shows  a 
further  advance.  Several  parcels  of  Smyrna  gum  have  been 
withdrawn  from  the  market,  being  held  for  higher  prices. 
There  has  been  a  fair  demand,  however,  and  the  sales  in- 
clude manufacturing  Salorrica  at  9.s.,  and  secondary  Tokats 
at  from  8s.  6c/.  to  9s.  Low  grades  of  Persian  have  been 
sold  for  export  at  14s.  6c/.,  fine  being  held  at  15s.  6d.  per  lb. 

_  Smyrna,  May  13. — Unaltered ;  market  demand  is  prin- 
cipally for  the  line  qualities,  of  which  there  is  very  little  to  be 
had.  The  transactions  amount  to  48  cases,  including  21  cases 
current  t.q.  at  7s.  8d.,  16  cases  choice  Karahissar  at  7s.  10cZ., 
and  11  cases  inspected  Karahissar  at  8s.  2d.  c.i.f.  Buyers  of 
Yerli  of  fine  quality  have  not  been  able  to  operate,  as  holders 
of  these  descriptions  are  unwilling  to  make  concessions.  There 
are  some  who  are  inclined  to  believe  in  lower  prices,  in  spite 
of  the  forthcoming  small  crop,  basing  their  ideas  on  the 
importance  of  the  stocks  in  the  Empire,  now  amounting  to 
some  4,000  cases,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  larger 
proportion  consists  of  current  qualities,  suitable  only  for 
manufacturers  of  morphine.  In  addition,  the  sowings  on  the 
low  plateaus  and  the  districts  which  principally  produce  Yerli 
qualities,  have  suffered  rigorously  from  the  weather,  and  the 
crop  of  these  descriptions  will  not  be  sufficient  to  supply  all 
wants.  It  can  therefore  be  prophesied  that  business  during 
the  next  season  will  be  carried  out  under  difficulties. 

Smyrna,  May  20. — The  sales  for  the  week  amount  to  8  cases 
of  Karahissar  t.q.  at  the  equivalent  of  piastre  72,  fcs.  22,  or 
8s.  per  lb.,  4  cases  inspected  Karahissar  at  p.  75,  fcs.  23,  or 
8s.  Id.,  and.  ten  cases  Yerli  t.q.  at  p.  78  fcs.  23.75.  or  8s.  Id. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.  European  ports  for  exportation.  The  cutting 
of  the  poppy  has  commenced  under  unfavourable  conditions. 
It  is  said  that  those  plants  that  have  survived  the  bad  weather 
have  also  been  damaged.  The  spring  sowings,  upon  which 
great  hopes  were  placed,  have  also  been  partly  a  failure, 
owing  to  want  of  rain,  and  the  estimate  of  the  forthcoming 
harvest  is  now  placed  at  a  maximum  of  4,000  cases.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  above  transactions  local  speculation  has  been 
stimulated,  native  speculators  having  paid  an  advance  of  2d. 
per  lb.  for  36  cases  of  Karahissar  t.q.  The  market  closes 
firm  with  buyers,  the  tendency  being  higher.  The  arrivals 
m  Symrna  amount  to  4,693  cases,  against  2,014  cases  at  the 
same  time  of  last  year. 

Constantinople,  May  26. — The  whole  course  of  this  year's 
crop  has  been  unfavourable,  and  the  weather  from  early 
autumn  months  right  up  to  the  present  quite  contrary  to  what 
was  desired.  The  result  is  that  the  autumn  sowings,  on  which 
the  crop  usually  depends,  have  been  an  almost  entire  failure. 
The  spring  sowings  which  were  put  underground  late  are 
suffering  from  want  of  moisture,  and  in  most  districts  even 
copious  rains  will  now  bo  too  late  to  do  any  good.  Present 


I  appearances  point  to  a  yield  of  4,500  to  5,000  cases  all  told. 
The  week's  sales  amount  to  5  cases  Hadjikeuy  at  the  equiva- 
lent of  10s.  Id.  ;  11  cases  Malatia  at  from  7s.  bd.  to  7s.  8cZ.  ; 
14  cases  soft  at  from  8s.  4cZ.  to  9s.  2d. ;  and  22  cases  "  Drug- 
gists' "  at  7s.  2d.  per  lb.  f.o.b.    Market  closes  firm. 

Smyrna,  May  20.— The  sales  this  week  amount  to  45  cases, 
of  w'hich  43  are  for  speculation.  The  market  is  firmly  main- 
tained. Speculators  continue  bearing  the  market,  but  sellers 
are  very  reserved.  New  stuff  from  the  low  lands  is  expected 
in  a  week  or  ten  days;  native  dealers  will  probably  pay  high 
prices  for  it.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to 
4,536  cases,  against  1,823  at  same  period  last  year. 

Podophyllum-root  has  been  sold  at  28s.  6c/.  on  the  spot. 
New  York  mail  advices  call  the  market  rather  easier  at  5c. 
there. 

Quinine. — The  heavy  shipments  of  bark  from  Java  for 
May  have  depressed  the  market,  in  spite  of  which,  however, 
prices  cannot  be  called  quotably  lower.  A  few  small  sales 
have  been  made  at  9§c/.  for  good  German  sulphate,  and  %d. 
for  comparatively  new  make. 

Rhubarb. — From  second  hands  small  sales  of  flat  High 
dried  have  been  made  at  Is.  bd.  per  lb.,  and  a  few  of  the 
lots  sold  in  auction  last  week  have  since  been  turned  over 
at  an  advance  of  2d.  to  3c/.  per  lb.  The  arrivals  this  week 
are  17  cases  flat  High-dried,  and  56  cases  round  native  ditto. 

Rosin. — The  price  of  common  strained  has  advanced  to 
10s.  3c?.  to  10s.  bd.  per  cwt.  ex  wharf. 

Sarsaparilla. — Since  the  auctions  Is.  5c?.  has  been  paid 
for  grey  Jamaica,  and  for  Lima  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  is  quoted.  No 
arrivals  have  taken  place  this  week. 

Sassafras. — The  bark  is  arriving  freely  on  the  New 
York  market,  and  it  is  probable  12c.  per  lb.  would  buy  on 
the  other  side.   Here  Id.  to  7^c/.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Scammonium. — The  market  is  cleared  of  firsts,  and  no 
further  arrivals  are  looked  for  until  the  new  crop ;  32s.  per 
lb.  was  the  last  price  paid.  Boots  are  extremely  ciull  of  sale 
at  from  17s.  to  17s.  6c/.  per  cwt. 

Senega. — Further  sales  on  the  spot  have  been  made  at 
2s.  2d.  net,  and  one  holder  who  has  a  little  fine  pale 
Minnesota  asks  3s.  net. 

Shellac. — General  inactivity  has  prevailed  in  this 
market,  which  is  flat  and  lower.  Only  small  spot  sales  have 
been  made  from  day  to  day,  including  ordinary  to  fair 
TN  orange  at  from  135s.  to  140s.,  and  fine  at  144s.  to 
147s.  6c?.  The  better  grades  of  Orange  continue  scarce, 
values  ranging  from  160s.  to  172s.  bd.  AC  garnet  has 
been  sold  at  from  133s.  to  134s.  for  blocky.  Futures  have 
been  quite  inactive,  with  values  nominal,  TN  for  August 
delivery  being  quoted  135s.  per  cwt. 

Spices. — No  Jamaica  Ginger  was  offered  at  auction,  and 
privately  the  market  is  very  firm,  arrivals  being  small. 
About  600  packages  of  Cochin  and  Calicut  were  offered  at 
auction,  of  which  only  60  bags  sold  at  21s.  for  ordinary 
small  and  lean  washed  rough  Cochin,  being  dearer ;  good 
was  bought  in  at  26s.  A  considerable  business  has  lately 
been  done  in  washed  rough  at  from  19s.  6c/.  to  21s.  Pepper 
at  auction  met  with  a  slow  demand  at  steady  prices,  includ- 
ing fair  to  good  bold  heavy  Tellicherry  at  5-^cZ.  to  5§c/.,  and 
Malabar  at  5§c/.  ;  small  and  dusty  Java  character  sold  at 
5gc/.  per  lb.  Privately  the  market  has  been  quiet,  sellers  of 
Singapore  quoting  5fcZ.,  spot;  July-September  shipment  has 
been  sold  at  5-j^cZ.  to  b^d.,  landed  terms.  The  small  sup- 
plies of  White  pepper  at  auction  were  all  bought  in,  includ- 
ing fine  bold  heavy  Singapore  at  Is.  Id.,  and  fair  Siam  at 
7|-cZ.  Privately  fair  Singapore  is  quoted  8c/.,  spot,  and  fair 
Penang  7-§cZ.  West  Indian  Nutmegs  and  Mace  sold  at  firm 
prices.  Of  Cloves  100  bales  fair  Zanzibar  were  bought  in  at 
5^c/.,  and  dark  picked  Penang,  in  cases,  at  11c/.  per  lb.  The 
market  privately  has  been  quiet,  with  small  sales  of  Zan- 
zibar on  the  spot  at  5c/.  per  lb.  for  fair,  and  for  delivery  the 
sales  during  the  week  probably  amount  to  1.000  bales,  in- 
cluding June- August  at  4|cZ.  to  4Jc/.,  and  August-October 
5-rtcZ.  to  4jf  c/.  per  lb. 

Turmeric. — Cochin  split  bulbs  are  slow  of  sale  at 
8s.  6c/.  per  cwt.,  and  a  fair  quantity  of  good  bright  Rajapore 
finger  has  been  sold  at  18s.  spot. 

Wax,  Japanese. — The  activity  has  subsided,  and  prices 
are  not  quite  so  firm  as  they  were.  Spot,  which  is  scarce,  is 
held  for  55s.,  but  52s.  6cZ.  appears  to  have  been  the  highest 
price  paid.    May- June  shipment  has  been  sold  at  46s.  c.i.f. 
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Heavy  Chemicals. 

With  the  exception  of  a  slightly  better  demand  on  both 
home  and  export  account  there  is  nothing  of  any  particular 
moment  to  mention  as  regards  the  condition  ot  tne  heavy- 
chemical  market.  Values  ail  round  are  steadily  maintained 
and  without  material  change  from  recent  reports. 

Alkali-produce. — Main  products,  such  as  ammonia  alkali, 
bleaehing-powder,  caustic  soda,  and  soda  crystals,  are  in  im- 
proved request,  while  yellow  prussiates  and  saltcake  are  dis- 
tinctly on  the  quiet  side.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  is  in  brisk 
demand  and  scarce,  and  consequently  very  firm  in  price,  and 
has  an  advancing  tendency. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  keeps  very  steady,  and,  with  better 
inquiry  on  both  prompt  and  forward  account,  tends  higher. 
Present  nearest  values:  Beckton  12/.  lbs.  id.  to  12/.  lis.  bd., 
Beckton  terms  121.  lbs.,  London  121.  lis.  9d.  to  12/.  15s.,  Leith 
12/.  16s.  3d.  to  12/.  17s.  bd.,  and  Hull  12/.  10s. 

Benzols  are  firm  and  dearer,  90-per-cent.  at  9d.,  and  50-per 
cent,  at  8d.  to  8-gd.  per  gal. 

Lead-compounds  are  in  about  average  demand,  but  acetates 
have  scarcely  maintained  their  value :  White  acetate,  24/ 
per  ton,  brown  17/.  to  17/.  5s. ;  nitrate  24/.  per  ton  Glasgow, 
and  all  less  2^  per  cent. 

Magnesium  Salts  are  in  somewhat  better  all-round  request 
and  are  well  maintained  at  late  rates.  Sulphate  (Epsomsj 
57s.  bd.  to  62s.  bd.  per  ton,  chloride  65s.  to  6/s.  bd.  per  ton, 
and  carbonate  37s.  bd.  to  40s.  per  cwt. 

Zinc  Salts  maintain  on  the  whole  a  fairly  steady  move- 
ment and  prices  are  without  alteration.  Zinc-sulphate 
crystals  bl.  to  bl.  5s.  per  ton,  and  zinc-chloride  solution,  100° 
Tw.,  bl.  5s.  to  bl.  10s. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  May  31. 

Linseed.— Considerable  sales  of  River  Plate  for  June  ship- 
ment have  been  made  at  4is.  per  quarter,  and  May-June  ship- 
ment at  42s. ;  42s.  bd.  is  now  asked  for  the  latter. 

Honey  (Oalifornian).— Fifteen  cases  have  been  sold  at  from 
cos.  to  3os.  bd.  per  cwt. 

Aniseed.— Russian  is  now  held  for  22s.  bd.  per  cwt.  both 
on  the  spot  and  to  arrive. 

Caraway-seeds.— Further  sales  of  Dutch  of  the  new  crop 
have  been  made  at  27s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.,  and  the  price  has 
advanced  on  the  spot  to  2«s.  bd. 

Castor  Oil.— Good  seconds  Calcutta  is  still  in  steady 
demand,  with  considerable  sales  at  2\%d.  to  id.  per  lb.  Holders 
are  now  farm  at  the  latter  figure ;  for  shipment  244 eZ.  to  ted 
is  wanted  according  to  shipper.  First-pressure  French  is 
very  steady  at  2&d.  to  2§f  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  for  ship- 
ment <L£l.  os.  per  ton,  f.o.b.,  is  quoted. 

Turpentine  has  advanced  to  61s.  per  cwt 

Beeswax    (Chilian). -The    sales    include    31    bags  at 
u.  liis.  6a.  to  //.  15s.  per  cwt. 

African  Ginger.  Out  of  the  recent  arrival  5  tons  have  been 
sold  at  20s.  bd  per  cwt.,  transit,  or  an  advance  of  id.  on  the 
last  price  paid. 

Calabar  BEANS.-Sales  of  63  bags  have  taken  place  at  2i,d. 
per  lb.    Holders  are  now  firm  ai  s„ 
Linseed  Oil  is  very  firm  at  19s.  3c/.  per  cwt.  naked,  for  raw. 

German  Drug-market. 

„      ,  Hamburg,  May  30. 

Our  drug-market  shows  very  little  business  at  present 

o„  °AtAGAE  18  i>uot<rd  275m-  per  100  kilos,  for  prime,'  and 
d55m.  for  second  quality.  ' 

Aloes.— Cape  is  quiet  at  58m.  per  100  kilos 

J3!SSSi3^s?iSSSi the  iactories  ask  675m" 

at?7?rpeSk7los110W  *  ^  ^  ^  *nd         18  ^ 

5b^lerZDkllotm''  M°gad0r  iS  qU°ted  Mm"  and  Maltese 

Ergot  is  quiet  at  270m.  per  100  kilos. 

Golden  Seal  is  quiet  at  14£m.  per  kilo. 

Ipecacuanha  is  steady,  Rio  being  quoted  11m.,  and  Carta- 
gena lOfm.  per  kilo. 

Kola  is  quiet  at  from  65m.  to  75m.  per  100  kilos 

Menthol  is  neglected  at  l,4im.  to  14m.  per  kilo.  ' 

Quillaia  is  easier  at  32m.  to  31m.  per  100  kilos 

Spermaceti  is  firm  at  235m.  per  100  kilos 

Japan  Wax  is  quiet.  After  a  slight  advance  prices  have 
again  given  way,  and  spot  is  quoted  at  102m.  per  100  kilos. 
Forward  delivery  is  offered  at  90m.  per  100  kilos. 

UlLS  (rlxED).— Castor  oil  shovs  an  improving  demand, 
first-pressing  in  barrels  ottering  at  45m.  per  100  kilos.  Codl 
liver  oil  is  tending  firmer  at  75m.  to  80m.  per  barrel  for  non- 
congealing  oil  Chinese  wood-oil  is  very  firm  on  the  spot  at 
5/m.  per  100  kilos.  Linseed  and  cotton  oils  are  rapidly  ad- 
vancing. "  - 

Oils  (Essential).— Japanese  peppermint  oil  is  lower  at  9m. 


per  kilo.,  and  HGH  is  quiet  at  14m.  per  lb.  Star-aniseed  is 
quoted  10|m.  to  11m.  per  kilo.,  and  camphor-oil  at  90m.  per 
kilo. 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  etc..  have  arrived  at  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  May  25  to 
May  31   inclusive :    Acid,    acetic,    (@   Torneuzen)   82,  (@ 
Fredrikstadt)  17 ;  acid,  carbolic,  191  cks.  ;  aloes,  (@  Mosscl 
Bay)  9  bxs.,  (@  New  York)  59;  angelica  (@  Hamburg),  15; 
aiinatto  (@  Colombo),  5;  arsenic  ((<£,  Opoito),  133;  balsam 
copaiba  ((gi  Maranham),  10;    benzoin  (@  Singapore),  96; 
bleaching  powder  (@  Hamburg),  1,501;  camphor  ((<£}  Havre), 
100  cs. ;  cardamoms  ((gi  Colombo),  123  ;  cascara  sagrada  ((gi 
Philadelphia),  462;   chillies  (@  Kobe),200;   cinchona  ((g) 
Havre),  10;  cloves  (@  Hamburg),  194;  cocaine  (@  Rangoon), 
3  cs.  ;    cream  of  tartar   (@  Bordeaux),    189;  croton-seed 
(@  Colombo),  40 ;  cumin-seed  (@  Morocco),  52 ;  dragon's- 
blood,  (@  Singapore)  21  cs.,  (@  Pcnang)  8  ;  drugs,  @  Yoko- 
hama) 16,  (@  Mew  York)  262;  ergot  (@  Vigo),  12;  galls 
((g)  Shanghai),  100  ;  gamboge  (@  Havre),  10  ;  ginger,  (@  Mon- 
tego  Bay)  47,  (@  Shanghai)  73  cs.,  (@  Calcutta)  250,  (<§}  W.  C. 
Africa)  1,006,  ((g)  Jamaica)  204;  gum,  unenumerated  (@  Par- 
nahyba),  52 ;  honey,  (@  Jamaica)  114.  (@  Halifax)  84  cs., 
(@  New  York)  10;  kola  (@  W.  C.  Africa),  8  brls. ;  lime-juice, 
((g)  St.  Ann's  Bay,  West  Indies)  11  pns.,  (@  Falmouth,  West 
Indies)  5  pns.,  (@  Halifax)  12  pns.,  (@  Barbados),  47  cks.  19 
hds.  ;  magnesia  (@  Hamburg),  21  cs.  ;  menthol  (@  Marseilles), 
60  cs. ;  oil,  castor  (@  Calcutta),  440  cs.  ;  •  oil,  cod-liver,  {@ 
Christiania)  100  brls.,  (@  Rotterdam)  25,  (@  Aalesund)  44, 
(@  Bergen)  40;  oil,  eucalyptus  (@  Bremen),  15;  oil,  lemon- 
grass  ((g)  Calicut),  4  cs. ;  oil,  lime  (@  Barbados),  9  cs.  ;  oil, 
peppermint,  (@  Japan)  10,  (@  Marseilles)  70  cs.  ;  40  in  tr. ; 
oils,  essential  (@  Hong-Kong),  20  cs.  in  tr. ;  30  cs. ;  olibanum 
(@  Aden),  23  ;  opium,  (@  Salonica)  10  cs.,  (@  Constantinople) 
24 ;  pimento  (@  Montego  Bay),  14  ;  roots  and  barks  (@  New 
York),  60;  saffron  (@  Valencia),  1;  senega  (@  Montreal),  7; 
shellac,  227 ;  button,  189  ;  tartar,  ((g>  Rotterdam)  10,  (@  Bar- 
celona) 108  ;  thorianite  (@  Colombo),  11  cs.  ;  tragacanth  (@ 
Constantinople).  51  cs.  ;  turmeric  (@  Cochin),  in  tr.  597 ; 
turpentine,  (@  Savannah)  3,400  brls.,  (@  Riga)  210,  (@  Bor- 
deaux) 99  cks. ;  vanilla  (@  Amsterdam),  3  cs. ;  wax,  bees', 
(@  Aden)  23  cs.,  (@  Jamaica)  2,  (@  Barcelona)  11,  (@  W.  C. 
Africa),  14;  wax,  carnauba  (@  Parnahyba),  139. 


Samoan  Kola. 

Some  interesting  particulars  with  regard  to  Samoan  produce 
are  given  in  a  British  Consular  report  by  Mr.  Acting  Vice- 
Consul  T.  Trood,  of  Apia,  who  will  be  pleased  to  receive 
communications  from  any  firm  with  regard  to  tropical  indus- 
tries. Kola,  he  says,  does  exceedingly  well  up  to  an  altitude 
of  500  feet  above  the  sea,  the  first  crop  being  given  in  seven 
years  from  date  of  planting.  "  Kola,  in  a  limited  way,"  says 
the  Consul,  "  is  coming  into  use  in  Australia  as  an  addition  to 
or  substitute  for  alcoholic  drinks,  the  craving  for  which  it  is 
said  to  keep  in  check."  It  is  possible  that  it  may  become  an 
export  to  Australia,  which  is  six  or  seven  days'  sail  from 
Samoa,  but  we  do  not  gather  that  any  kola  has  yet  been  ex- 
ported. Vanilla  cultivation  presents  no  encouragement  what- 
ever, but  indiarubber  is  exciting  much  attention,  and  cocoa  is 
doing  well.  Copra  is  the  chief  export,  81,900/.  of  which  was 
shipped. 


The  Bulgarian  Rose-crop. 

Our  correspondent  in  Bulgaria,  under  date  of  May  26, 
writes  the  following :  "  Reports  have  just  reached  me  that  the 
distillation  of  the  rose  crop  has  begun  in  the  most  southern 
rose  villages  of  the  Philippopolis  county.  In  these  warmer 
localities  the  harvest  is  always  a  week  or  ten  days  earlier. 
However,  in  the  northern  counties  of  the  rose  district,  as,  for 
instance,  the  county  of  Kazanlik,  and  in  all  the  rose  villages 
nestling  high  on  the  mountain  slopes,  the  rose  harvest  is 
hardly  expected  to  begin  before  the  first  of  June.*  The 
prospects  of  the  crop,  as  they  stand  at  present,  are  every- 
where satisfactory.  It  is  astonishing  what  wonders  the  pro- 
pitious spring  weather  so  far  has  wrought  upon  the  rose 
plantation  in  the  short  time  of  four  weeks.  In  the  early  part 
of  the  spring,  just  as  the  rose  bushes  began  to  leaf,  they  pre- 
sented an  ungainly  and  pitiable  sight — they  all  looked  black, 
dry,  and  disfigured,  like  so  many  dead  bushes,  and  many  even 
believed  that  the  present  crop  would  prove  the  poorest  since 
1870.  To-day,  as  one  looks  at  the  same  plantations,  rich  in 
their  bushy  mantle  of  green  and  spangled  luxuriantly  with 
heavy  clusters  of  buds,  he  can  hardly  believe  that  they  are  the 
same  rose-bushes.  No  other  crop  is  so  susceptible  to"  climatic 
changes,  and  consequently  so  full  of  surprises,  as  the  rose  crop. 
A  month  ago  even  the  most  sanguine  farmers  hardly  ex- 
pected a  middling  crop  ;  now  even  the  most  sceptical  assert 
that  the  new  crop  will  be  above  the  average,  especially  if  the 
present  favourable  weather  keeps  up  for  a  fortnight  longer." 
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Ibonounna  fll>t\  £\>rer. 

"Alcohol  for  Industrial  Purposes." 

II  HE  company  which  assembled  in  the  Empire  Rooms  of 
the  Trocadero  Restaurant,  Piccadilly,  W.,  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  May  25,  to  do  honour  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer, 
in  recognition  of  his  services  to  commerce,  chemical  industry, 
and  pharmacy,  was  so  exceptional  in  character,  influence, 
and  representation,  that  in  itself— without  the  praise  in 
speech  and  the  testimonial  in 
silver  which  followed — it  was  a 
very  high  compliment.  There 
were  present  men  of  position  in 
chemistry  and  the  drug-trade 
whom  one  sees  so  rarely  at  public 
dinners  in  London  that  their  par- 
ticipation in  this  banquet  of 
honour  could  only  be  regarded  as 
manifestation  of  their  personal 
appreciation  of  Mr.  Tyrer's  ser- 
vice to  them  and  their  calling. 
The  dinner  had  been  arranged  by 
a  joint  committee  representative 
of  the  Chemical  Trade  Section  of 
the  London  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry,  the  Drug  Club,  the 
Society  of  Motor  Manufacturers 
and  Traders,  the  West  India  Committee,  the  Auto- 
mobile Club,  "  and  others,"  but  while  representatives  of 
all  were  present  we  may  fairly  say  that  chemical  industry 
and  the  drug-trade  predominated.  An  inspiriting  reunion 
prefaced  the  announcement  of  dinner.  Mr.  John  C.  Umney, 
Chairman  of  the  Chemical  Trade  Section  referred  to,  was  the 
president  of  the  evening,  and  received  the  company,  Mr. 
Tyrer  standing  at  his  right.  While  waiting  one  had  the 
opportunity  of  inspecting  the  service  of  plate  which  was 
presented  to  Mr.  Tyrer  later  on  in  the  evening.  It  com- 
prised a  large  salver,  and  tea  and  coffee  set  (in  solid  silver)  of 
Queen  Anne  pattern. 

The  arrangement  of  the  tables  was  as  far  as  possible  a 
classification  according  to  interests.  At  the  principal  table 
Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  had  on  his  right  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer, 
Colonel  S.  A.  Sadler,  M.P..  F.C.S. ;  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson, 
Pres.  P.S.G.B. ;  Sir  J.  Wilson  Swan,  F.R.S.  ;  Mr.  A.  Gordon 
Salamon,  Chairman  London  Section  S.C.I. ;  Mr.  E.  W. 
Grimwade ;  Mr.  Penry  Vaughan  Morgan ;  Mr.  David 
Howard,  Pres.  Inst.  Chem.  ;  Mr.  Arnold  Baiss,  Pres.  Drug 
Club ;  Mr.  E.  J.  Bevan,  Pres.  Soc.  Pub.  Analysts ;  and 
Mr.  C.  F.  Cross.  On  the  Chairman's  left  were  Mr.  J.  W. 
Wilson,  M.P.  for  North  Worcestershire  and  a  chemical 
manufacturer;  Sir  William  Crookes,  F.R.S. ;  Dr.  T.  E. 
Thorpe,  F.R.S.  ;  Dr.  William  Somerville,  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  (these  three  being  members  of  the  Industrial 
Alcohol  Committee);  Dr.  John  Attfield,  F.R.S.;  Dr. 
Edward  Divers.  F.R.S.  ;  Mr.  Sydney  Straker,  Pres.  Soc. 
Motor  Manufacturers  and  Traders ;  Mr.  Ralph  K.  Harvey, 
Vice-Pres.  Drug  Club ;  Colonel  Sir  J.  Roper  Parkinson  ;  Mr. 
Henry  S.  Wellcome ;  and  Dr.  0.  Silberrad. 

There  were  five  spur  tables.  Mr.  Charles  Umney's  may 
be  called  the  wholesale  druggists'  one.  Mr.  Umney  had  on 
his  right  Messrs.  John  J.  Evans  (Liverpool),  F.  Harwcod 
Lescher,  W.  L.  Howie,  H.  C.  Wright,  G.  Bult  Francis, 
George  S.  Woolley  (Manchester),  Leonard  Horner,  S.  E. 
Letts, -J.  Harrison  Dakin,  R.  E.  Moore,  and  C.  A.  Dunn.  On 
the  left  were  Messrs.  E.  A.  Webb,  Percy  H.  Webb,  Herbert 
E.  Evans  (Liverpool),  F.  N.  Layman,  John  C.  Hewlett, 
E.  J.  Millard,  H.  E.  Stevenson,  C.  A.  Hill,  W.  A.  H. 
Naylor,  Fred  Shaw,  H.  R.  Arnold,  and  A.  C.  Chapman. 

Mr.  Edmund  White  (Messrs.  A.  White  &  Sons)  presided 
at  the  table  where  were  gathered  some  directly  identified 
with  the  chemical  branch  of  pharmacy,  such  as  Messrs.  A.  S. 
Pickering,  Paul  Thomas  White,  F.  A.  Glaeser,  T.  E.  Burton 

A.  C.  Merrin,  S.  W.  Woollev,  F.  Hunn  (L.  &  N.W.  Railway 
Co.),  F.  W.  Fletcher,  E.  H.  Grimwade,  W.  G.  Whiffin, 

B.  Biggs,  Hugo  Lorenz,  and  Robert  Weiss.  Most  of  the 
journalists  sat  at  this  table. 

Mr.  Walter  F.  Reid's  table  contained  many  active  workers 
in  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry.  On  Mr.  Reid's  right 
were   Messrs.    Emile   S.    Mond,   Alfred   Mend,    H.  C. 


Walterick,  Ph.D.,  Percy  Chambers,  W.  S.  Glvn-Jones, 
T.  F.  Woodfine,  Ernest  A.  Umney,  L.  Wahrendorf  (The 
Apollinaris  Co.,  Ltd.),  R.  S.  Fraser,  and  Kenric  B.  Murray, 
Secretary  London  Chamber  of  Commerce.  On  the  left  were 
Messrs.  N.  H.  Martin  (Newcastle-on-Tyne),  B.  E.  R.  New- 
lands,  E.  H.  O'Neill,  A.  J.  Carden,  Joseph  Flach,  Henry 
Walker  (publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist),  Peter 
MacEwan,  F.  B.  Power,  Ph.D.,  and  C.  G.  Cresswell,  Secre- 
tary S.C.I. 

Mr.  Samuel  Hall  (E.  Cook  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  whose  recollec- 
tions of  chemical  industry  go  back  sixty  years,  presided  at 
a  table  whereat  were  Mr.  J.  Hills  Hartridge  (the  Vinolia 
Co.,  Ltd.),  Dr.  M.  0.  Forster,  F.R.S.,  Secretary  C.S.,  Mr. 
Charles  Tyrer,  Mr.  J.  T.  Conrad,  Mr.  F.  J.  M.  Page,  Dr. 
F.  L.  Teed,  Mr.  S.  Morgan,  Mr.  James  Dore,  Mr.  J.  N. 
Connah,  and  Mr.  Thorpe  Whitaker.  These  were  on  the  right 
On  the  left  were  Dr.  Lewkowitsch,  Messrs.  S.  Dickson, 
J.  Leuthardt-Thornton,  H.  Hemingway,  A.  C.  Holzapfel, 
G  Needham,  G.  F.  Holloway,  E.  Grant  Hooper  (of  the 
Government  Laboratories),  H.  J.  Helm,  I.S.O.,  and  Arthur 
Ashworth.  Here  again  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry 
was  strong,  and  the  group  of  civil  servants  testified  to  the 
appreciation  of  that  branch. 

Mr.  D.  Lloyd  Howard,  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Chemical 
Trade  Section,  L.Ch.C,  had  an  interesting  group  of  chem- 
ists, chemical  manufacturers,  and  merchants  at  his  table. 
There  were  on  the  right  Messrs.  Geoffrey  E.  Howard,  Ralph 
Grosscurth,  Bernard  F.  Howard,  Robert  Taubman,  F.  \\  . 
Luboldt,  G.  Vickner,  H.  Zilz,  R.  Smith,  R.  Reitmeyer, 
George  Haller,  W.  J.  Eales,  and  A.  J.  Thompson,  of 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  Commercial  Department,  his 
colleagues  from  the  works,  Messrs.  Aubrey  T.  Hill  and 
F.  H.  Carr,  sitting  opposite,  and  on  the  same  side  were 
Messrs.  J.  B.  Gallini,  Oscar  Guttmann,  W.  S.  Duff,  W.  J. 
Leonard,  T.  Pierre  Morson,  E.  A.  Berry,  William  Pearce, 
and  F.  G.  Adair  Roberts  (who  sat  beside  the  Chairman  of 
the  table). 

We  give  the  names  in  this  manner  because  the  grouping  of 
the  diners  was  a  distinct  feature  of  the  evening,  and  it  en- 
hanced the  pleasure  of  the  entertainment.  The  menu  card 
bore  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Tyrer  from  the  same  photograph  as 
that  which  we  use.  It  was  one  taken  shortly  after  daybreak 
in  the  observation  car  of  the  train  which  took  the  members 
of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  through  the  United 
States  last  autumn.  The  dinner  served  by  the  Trocadero 
chef  did  him  credit,  and  Nature  helped  him  with  an  abund- 
ant supply  of  strawberries  and  odorous  roses,  which  several 
of  the  non-smokers  found  refuge  in  later  on  in  the  evening. 
Grace  was  sung  by  the  Arcadian  Glee  Singers,  who  also  sang 
several  songs  between  speeches.  As  to  the  latter,  little  of 
description  is  required,  as  we  report  them  fully.  Mr.  Tyrer 
spoke  for  forty  minutes,  and  after  he  got  over  the  opening 
sentences  dealing  with  tender  memories  he  reached  a  high 
point  in  oratorical  effort,  which  was  sustained  to  the  end. 

After  grace  ("For  these  and  all  Thy  mercies,"  Laudi 
SpiriUiali,  1545),  the  Chairman  proposed  the  health  of  the 
King— "  The  King  of  Diplomatists,  King  Edward  the 
Seventh,  our  King,"  said  he.  This  honoured,  Mr.  Umney 
went  on  to  the  toast  of 

"  The  Houses  of  Parliament." 
The  question  of  untaxed  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes,  he 
said,  is  not  a  party  one;  it  does  not  refer  to  any  scheme  of 
preferential  treatment,  but  merely  aims  at  equalisation. 
Without  the  aid  of  the  Parliamentarians  the  subject  would 
never  have  reached  the  stage  to  which  it  has  advanced.  Of 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who  have  helped  Col. 
Sadler  has  probably  devoted  the  greatest  amount  of  work. 
Col.  Sadler,  from  his  acquaintance  with  chemical  industry, 
is  able  to  appreciate  the  possibilities  of  untaxed  alcohol. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  through  Col.  Sadler's 
advocacy,  helped  by  the  Prime  Minister,  an  enthusiastic 
motorist— (laughter)— was  able  to  see  the  importance  of  the 
matter,  and  appointed  a  Departmental  Committee,  and  he 
(the  speaker)  hoped  that  when  the  recommendations  of  the 
committee  are  finally  embodied  in  a  Bill  it  will  be  recognised 
as  a  piece  of  progressive  legislation  of  immense  benefit  to 
the  public,  and  one  which  can  be  supported  equally  by  both 
sides  of  the  House. 

Col.  S.  A.  Sadler,  M.P.,  in  his  reply,  acknowledged  that 
he  had  so  much  interest  in  the  subject  that  he  could  talk 
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upon  it  for  three  hours,  but  as  the  Secretary  had  asked  him 
to  be  brief  he  would  refrain.  He  amusingly  referred  to  the 
scenes  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  previous  Monday, 
and  said  he  felt  he  ought  almost  to  apologise  for  intruding 
on  respectable  company.  (Laughter.)  He  contested  five 
elections  during  twenty-five  years  before  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  and  his  friends  tell  him  he  deserves  the 
five  years'  hard  labour  he  has  since  had  in  the  House. 
Despite  the  seeming  indifference  of  legislators,  he  assured 
his  hearers  there  is  always  present  a  sterling  under- 
current of  earnest  desire  for  the  public  weal.  Col.  Sadler's 
speech  ended  with  a  high  tribute,  as  a  member  of  the  Indus- 
trial Alcohol  Committee,  to  Mr.  Tyrer's  unselfish  zeal  and 
untiring  work 
in  the  cause  he 
has  at  heart, 
and  congratu- 
lated him  on 
the  success  his 
efforts  have 
met  with. 

"  The  Guest 

of  THE 

Evening." 
Mr.  David 
Howard,  in 
proposing  this 
toast,  said  the 
achievement  of 
Mr.  Tyrer  is 
really  more  re- 
markable than 
it  seems.  It 
seems  easy  now 
it  is  an  accom- 
plished fact, 
but  it  was  the 
same  with  the 
egg  problem 
propounded  by 
Columbus  — 
very  easy  when 
you  know  how. 
People  think  it 
easy  to  influ- 
ence public 
opinion  and  the 
House  of  Com- 
mons, but  it  is 
a  very  difficult 
thing  to  do,  es- 
pecially when  it 
is  in  favour  of 
the  manufac- 
turer. (Laugh- 
ter.) English 
man  ufacturers 
are  always 
blamed ;  they 
are  constantly 
being  told  by 
the  Govern- 
ment consuls  of 
the  things  they 
have  left  un- 
done, and  how 
spect. 


much  better  Germans  are  in  every  re- 
The  manufacturer  has  a  special  system  of  rating 
purely  for  his  own  benefit.  (Laughter.)  The  artistic 
people  say  that  all  the  smoke  comes  from  the  chemists' 
chimneys,  although  as  a  matter  of  fact  99  per  cent,  is  due 
to  private  houses.  "  People  say  we  make  smells,"  said 
Mr.  Howard  in  his  mock  doleful  tone,  "  but  many  another 
trade  makes  worse,  and  then  there  are  those  synthetic 
perfumes,  which  are  much  worse."  (Laughter.)  if  by  all 
these  objections  the  poor  manufacturer  is  driven  to  set  up 
his  factory  abroad,  he  is  then  called  unpatriotic.  It  is 
for  this  class  that  Mr.  Tyrer  took  up  the  cudsels.  Nobody 
seems  to  have  any  idea  that  alcohol  has  anything  to  do  with 
manufactures.  The  other  day  he  was  speaking  about  un- 
taxed alcohol  to  a  master  of  arts  who  was  considered  intelli- 
gent —(laughter)— and  that  gentleman  turned  to  him  and 


said,  "But  is  it  really  used  in  the  arts?"  (Laughter) 
"  Even  the  gods  can't  fight  against  fools,"  said  Mr.  Howard'  • 
"  and  when  you  consider  that  there  are  four  million— mostly 
fools— m  London  you  will  realise  the  enormous  difficulties 
that  had  to  be  encountered."  The  real  difficulty  of  the  matter 
is  that  when  raw  material  represents  only  5  per  cent,  cf 
its  value,  the  remainder  being  made  up  of  taxation,  no 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  dare  meddle  with  it.  The  re- 
markable part  of  the  whole  matter  is  that  the  people  who 
have  realised  the  importance  of  the  question  are  those  who 
know  the  difficulties,  and  will  have  to  face  them  the  In- 
land Revenue  authorities.  Mr.  Tyrer  (continued  Mr 
Howard)  is  a  many-sided  man,  and  he  has  managed  to  get 

the  ear  of  the 
public  because 
he   is,    as  the 
French  put  it, 
Vhommc  pas- 
sionnc,  or  pos- 
sesses, accord- 
ing    to  Car- 
lyle's  definition 
of  genius,  "  an 
infinite  capa- 
city for  taking 
pains."   "  Now 
if  you  get  hold 
of  a  good  brand 
of  German 
manuf  acture, 
and  label  it  as 
your    own,  it 
pays    a  good 
deal  better  than 
the  work  Mr. 
Tyrer  has 
done,"  said  Mr. 
Howard.  "His 
has  been  a  work 
with  no  thanks 
and  many 
kicks."  Ad- 
vancing step  by 
step    with  in- 
domitable per- 
severance, and 
getting  his 
facts  together 
with  minute 
accuracy,  he 
brought  such  a 
case  that  even 
the    House  of 
Commons  — 
(laughter)  — 
came  to  see  that 
there  was  some- 
thing in  it.  In 
the    old  days 
there  were  nice 
profits  on  man- 
ufactures, so 
that  5  per  cent, 
here  and  5  per 
cent,  there  did 
not  matter,  but 

now  the  minutest  difference  in  cost  is  sufficient  to 
send  a  manufacturer  abroad.  Mr.  Tyrer  worked  on  and 
on  and  untiringly,  until  at  last  those  in  authority  con- 
sidered that  there  must  be  something  in  it,  and  appointed 
a  Departmental  Committee.  "As  you  all  know,"  con- 
tinued Mr.  Howard,  "certain  processes  are  set  in 
motion  when  the  Government  intends  to  do  nothing.  One 
of  these  is  to  appoint  a  Commission,  which  some  seven  years 
afterwards  issues  a  report  which  nobody  reads."  (Laughter.) 
But  in  this  case,  largely  owing  to  those  men  to  whom  change 
will  cause  much  trouble,  the  Government  appointed  men 
who  knew  something  of  the  subject,  and  had.  what  is  more, 
the  capacity  for  real  thoroughness.  The  committee  did  its 
work  with  a  thoroughness  which  no  words  of  his  could 
adequately  praise.  Not  all  the  concessions  asked  for  were 
granted — it  is  only  human  nature  to  ask  for  more  than  one 
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will  get — ("  Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter) — but  the  proposals 
will  give  the  English  manufacturer  what  he  has  been  asking 
for  half  a  century.  He  (the  speaker)  hoped  the  Commons  will 
find  time  to  pass  a  law  embodying  the  proposals,  and  asked 
all  those  present  to  influence  their  member  of  Parliament. 
"  Tell  him,"  said  Mr.  Howard,  "  that  if  he  does  not  do  as 
you  wish  he  will  be  out  at  the  next  election — (laughter) — a 
little  nastiness  can  do  a  lot."  (Laughter.)  Mr.  Howard 
finished  his  speech  with  an  exhortation  to  manufacturers  to 
show  what  English  chemists  can  do  on  German  terms.  The 
young  chemists  must  give  their  minds  to  their  work,  and  not 
think  simply  of  amusements.  "  Do  it  all  the  more  because  of 
the  opposition  and  contempt  in  which  English  chemists  are 
held.  Fight  out  the  battle,  and  show  that  English  chemistry 
is  not  dead,  and  that  it  can  still  hold  its  own — but,  above  all, 
do  not  forget  what  we  owe  to  Mr.  Tyrer."  (Cheers.) 

The  Chairman  then  called  upon  Mr.  Edmund  White 
(Messrs.  A.  White  &  Sons)  to  make 

The  Presentation 
of  silver  plate,  along  with  an  illuminated  address  in  book 
form,  containing  a  list  of  the  subscribers. 

Mr.  White,  in  a  neatly  turned  speech,  alluded  to  the  years 
of  toil  and  perseverance  spent  by  Mr.  Tyrer  in  the  cause  of 
industrial  alcohol,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  he  and  Mrs. 
Tyrer  would  be  spared  for  many  years  to  use  the  service,  and 
enjoined  all  present  never  to  forget  the  noble  services  that 
Mr.  Tyrer  had  rendered  to  this  country.    (Loud  applause.) 

Industrial  Alcohol  |  Joint  Committee  |  Representative  of  the 
|  Chemical  Trade  Section  |  of  the  |  London  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce |  (Incorporated)  |  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  |  the 
Drug  Club,  the  Automobile  Club  |  the  Society  of  Motor  Manu- 
facturers and  Traders  |  fie  West  India  Committee  and  others. 

At  a  Complimentary  Banquet  to  |  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer  |  held 
in  London  on  the  25th  May,  1905— This  Address— together  with  a 
j  Service  of  Plate— was  presented  to  Mr.  Tyrer  |  by  those  whose 
names  follow  as  a  |  memento  of  the  occasion  and  a  permanent 
[  record  of  their  esteem  and  gratitude  for  |  the  arduous,  unsel- 
fish and  disinterested  ]  manner  in  which  he  has  worked  for  |  many 
years  to  the  benefit  of  the  |  Chemical  Industry  of  the  United 
Kingdom  |  with  which  bis  name  is  so  prominently  |  associated, 
and  especially  for  his  efforts  |  to  obtain  untaxed  alcohol  for  in- 
dus  |  trial  purposes. 

Then  followed  the  signatures  of  about  two  hundred  sub- 
scribers, including  most  of  those  who  were  at  the  dinner, 
and  the  following  connected  with  the  drug-trade  who  were 
not  : 

Edward  R.  Allen,  William  C.  Allen,  John  Allen,  Eugene  V. 
Barrett,  Thomas  Barclay,  Thomas  Bennett,  A.  C.  Bishop, 
F.  R.  Kemball,  Alexander  Bottle,  David  Brown,  Thomas 
Alexander  Cook,  William  Ralph  Dodd,  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co., 
R.  Fairclough,  Thomas  Farries,  F.  M.  Fisk,  W.  H.  Franc:s, 
E.  H.  Grimwade,  Roger  M.  Harvey,  Charles  Hodgkinson, 
Frank  Clarke,  Edward  Horner,  Theodore  Howard,  Alfred  G. 
Howard,  E.  K.  Bishop,  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  W.  Vaughan  Mor- 
gan, S.  Vaughan  Morgan,  E.  Vaughan  Morgan,  G.  Vaughan 
Morgan,  Thomas  Morson,  G.  R.  Moxon,  Charles  E.  Mus- 
grave,  Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  W.  Pearce,  J.  Clarson  Pres- 
ton, Herbert  E.  King,  Alfred  C.  Preston,  Henry  Potter, 
Thomas  Royle,  Boverton  Redwood,  P.  W.  Squire,  W.  Philip 
Want,  W.  Watson  Will,  Thomas  G.  Whiffen,  Charles  Weight- 
man,  John  Wyman,  R.  W.  Greeff,  R.  G.  Hulstead,  F.  Ransom. 
A.  J.  White,  T.  J.  Wrampelmeier. 

The  inscription  on  the  silver  tray  was  as  follows  : 

Presented  to  Thomas  Tyrer,  Esq.,  on  the  25th  May,  1905, 
by  many  of  his  friends  for  his  efforts  in  connection  with  obtain- 
ing untaxed  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes. 

The  Guest's  Reply. 

Mr.  Tyrer,  whose  health  was  toasted  with  musical 
honours,  was  considerably  affected  when  he  rose  to  reply, 
and  to  pull  himself  together  told  an  incident  of  Signer 
Garcia,  who  recently  attained  the  age  of  100  years.  At  a 
conversazione  at  South  Kensington  the  other  night  a  lady 
friend  asked  the  old  man  his  opinion  of  her  daughter's  voice. 
Signor  Garcia  asked  several  questions,  and  then  said,  "If 
you  will  come  to  me  in  three  or  four  years  I  shall  be  able  to 
give  you  a  definite  opinion." 

Mr.  Tyrer  had  now  recovered  his  accustomed  vim,  and 
said  it  was  forty-three  years  since  he  first  spoke  to  Mr. 
Howard  in  the  laboratory  of  the  Royal  School  of  Chemistry, 
where  they  were  students  together  under  Dr.  Hofmann. 
Since  then  there  has  been  a  long  period  of  friendly  rivalry, 


but  he  never  thought  he  should  live  to  hear  such  praise  from 
such  a  veteran  in  public  life,  religion,  and  philanthropy. 
There  could  be  no  greater  compliment.  He  hoped  his  (Mr. 
Tyrer's)  son  may  hear  such  words  from  admiring  friends. 
"  If  for  nothing  else,"  said  Mr.  Tyrer,  "  I  feel  that  I  have 
lived  that  he  may  see  me  honoured.  He  knows  how  much 
more  I  might  have  done  in  my  own  house  by  precept  and 
example,  but  my  absence  from  home  has  been  made  up  by 
the  lady  whom  God  gave  to  me,  and  who  will  look  on  these 
gifts  as  a  heritage  worth  possessing,  and  when  I  am  gone 
will  feel  that  up  to  this  point  I  have  done  not  badly.  For 
thirty-eight  years  I  have  enjoyed  a  blessed  honeymoon;  no 
chiding  has  ever  come  when  duty  has  been  the  apparent  cause 
of  my  neglect  of  domestic  duty.  My  pleasure  at  receiving 
this  present  I  can  scarcely  describe,  but  I  can  appreciate." 
Referring  next  to  his  many  friends  at  the  dinner,  Mr.  Tyrer 
said  that  forty-two  years  ago  he  had  a  battle  royal  with  Mr. 
Charles  Umney  on  the  purity  question — not  over  the  seventh 
place  of  decimals,  as  in  a  recent  celebrated  cartoon,  he  added. 
The  battle  was  drawn,  but  it  established  a  friendship 
based  on  common  interests,  on  common  honesty,  which 
he  hoped  would  long  continue.  Next  Mr.  Tyrer  referred  to 
his  fellow-members  of  the  Departmental  Committee,  who 
had  taken  up  the  subject  of  industrial  alcohol  with  such  en- 
thusiasm. Dr.  Thorpe,  while  assumed  in  the  public  press 
to  be  hostile,  was  but  in  the  position  of  a  bold  advocate  con- 
serving 20  millions  of  money.  It  was  his  business  to  see 
that  no  part  of  that  was  given  away  heedlessly.  To  a 
man  of  his  knowledge,  reputation,  and  position  it  was  a 
serious  matter  to  have  to  weigh  the  evidence,  but  as  time 
went  on  each  witness  was  more  than  ever  convinced  of 
Dr.  Thorpe's  consummate  ability  and  loyalty  to  the  best 
interests  of  his  country.  The  report  bears  the  impress  of 
Dr.  Thorpe's  imagination  and  conclusions.  He  (Mr.  Tyrer) 
had  it  in  his  mind  to  write  a  minority  report,  but  in  tima 
he  came  to  see  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  that  course. 
Dr.  Thorpe  was  keener  than  any  in  seeing  that  the  industry 
of  chemistry  was  put  on  a  right  basis.  Mr.  Tyrer  said  in 
getting  up  a  case  such  as  that  for  untaxed  alcohol  it  is 
necessary  to  be  particular  in  every  detail,  and,  above  all.  to 
tell  the  truth.  It  is  remarkable  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place  since  the  details  were  drawn  up  ;  they  have  been  modi- 
fied in  such  a  way  that  now  it  appears  as  though  the  Germans 
have  no  advantage.  Next  referring  to  Sir  William  Crookes, 
one  of  his  colleagues  on  the  Committee,  Mr.  Tyrer  said  that 
Sir  William  said  very  little,  but  thought  to  such  effect  that 
he,  whose  judgments  are  generally  accepted  in  the  scientific 
world,  was  cordially  in  agreement  with  the  conclusions 
embodied  in  the  report.  Mr.  Tyrer  also  thanked  Mr.  Hugo 
Lorenz  for  information  on  German  industries.  It  was  re- 
markable, he  said,  that  no  statement  of  Mr.  Lorenz's  has 
been  traversed.  Mr.  Tyrer  then  alluded  to  his  early 
acquaintances  at  Somerset  House,  and  how  the  late  Mr. 
Molyneux  and  Mr.  Steele  helped  on  the  tincture  drawback 
question.  The  Finance  Act,  1902,  was  one  of  the  develop- 
ments due  to  Dr.  Thorpe,  but  the  privilege  of  using  duty-free 
alcohol  in  colleges  and  schools  has  not  been  utilised  as  fully 
as  was  expected.  The  Act  frightened  manufacturers  by 
certain  terms  and  limitations,  but  none  of  them  ever  went 
to  the  authorities  to  ask  what  the  restrictions  meant.  In 
spite  of  this  the  officers  of  the  Inland  Revenue  were  in  a 
receptive  and  benevolent  attitude  to  advise  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  that  further  concessions  were  possible  and 
desirable ;  they  were  simply  actuated  with  a  desire  to  see  a 
great  good  done  to  a  great  country.  Mr.  Tyrer  expressed 
approval  of  the  paragraph  in  the  report  which  recommends 
that  the  regulations  as  to  retailing  spirit  should  be  left  to  be 
prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  instead  of  being 
stereotyped  in  the  statute.  It  was  due  to  stereotyped 
regulations  that  the  distilling  industry  had  been  prevented 
from  developing  on  natural  lines  and  producing  really  cheap 
spirit.  He  had  a  word  to  say  about  those  manufacturers 
who  held  aloof  from  the  inquiry,  and  confided  to  the  meet- 
ing that  he  had  received  the  assurance  from  high  quarters 
that  the  recommendations  would  be  embodied  in  an  omnibus 
Bill  which  may  be  brought  before  Parliament  at  any  moment. 
The  future  lies  with  the  manufacturers,  who  must  get  out  of 
the  ruts  and  create  confidence  in  their  enterprises.  The 
younger  men  must  widen  the  scope  of  their  researches  so  as 
to  be  in  a  position  to  avail  themselves  of  the  concession. 
"  Unless  the  opportunity  is  taken  quickly  the  day  will  pass 
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and  we  shall  be  sneered  or  smiled  at  by  those  who  are  now 
fearful  lest  we  take  advantage  of  the  privileges."  The  rest  cf 
the  speech  outlined  other  directions  in  which  a  little  inquiry 
would  do  much  to  ease  the  burden  of  the  manufacturers. 
The  classification  of  the  railway  companies  should  be  based 
on  commonsense  principles.  A  committee  of  experts  would 
be  able  to  advise  the  railway  companies  which  goods  are 
harmful  and  wtuh  are  innocent  of  danger.  In  this  connec- 
tion he  referred  to  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hunn  (L.  &  N.  W.R.). 

The  Civil  Service. 

Mr.  A.  Gordon  Salamon  next  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The 
Civil  Service/'  referring  to  the  great  obligations  which  he 
personally  owed  to  the  Civil  Service  in  several  dealings  he 
had  had  with  them  on  behalf  of  clients.  Sir  Henry  Primrose 
is  not  only  judicial  and  learned,  but  imbued  with  a  desire  to 
do  justice  to  those  who  are  fostering  new  industries.  Mr. 
Tyrer  has  done  great  work  on  the  Committee,  but  the  Civil 
Service  have  loyally  responded,  the  work  done  by  Dr. 
Thorpe  being  by  no  means  of  the  second  fiddle  order.  In 
having  worked  so  well  together  the  Civil  Service  have  con- 
ferred a  great  good  on  the  country,  and  he  hoped  the  results 
of  their  labours  are  only  a  preface  of  what  is  to  come.  The 
thoroughness  of  the  work  is  evidenced  from  the  subsidiary 
report  on  the  journey  to  Germany,  where  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  investigators  were  actuated  solely  with  a  desire  to  arrive 
at  a  result  that  would  give  the  manufacturers  the  power  to 
compete  with  foreign  manufacturers. 

Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe  first  thanked  the  proposer  on  his  own 
behalf  as  a  chemist  for  the  heartfelt  felicitations  conveyed  in 
'the  toast  and  then  expressed  on  behalf  of  Sir.  Win.  Crookes, 
Dr.  Somerville,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Committee, 
their  congratulations  on  the  successful  gathering  that  even- 
ing. He  could  say  a  good  deal  about  the  working  of  the 
Committee,  but  would  content  himself  with  noting  the  work 
done  by  the  influence  direct  and  indirect  of  the  initiator  and 
creator,  Mr.  Tyrer.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  report  is  the  best 
evidence  of  the  activity  of  Mr.  Tyrer,  but  there  is  a  great 
deal  in  the  procedure  of  these  committees  which  the  short- 
hand writer  cannot  possibly  give  any  idea  of.  Mr.  Tyrer's 
work  was  thus  even  greater  than  is  shown  in  the  published 
report.  When  dealing  with  the  increased  facilities  in  the 
use  of  a  raw  material  which  is  the  essential  of  an  industry 
that  he  felt  it  his  bounden  duty  to  facilitate,  his  attitude 
had  been  somewhat  misappreciated.  As  adviser  to  the 
Inland  Revenue  and  representative  of  the  chemical  element 
of  the  Committee  it  would  have  been  an  injustice  to  the 
Committee  not  to  have  thoroughly  sifted  and  weighed  the 
representations  of  fact  which  were  placed  before  it.  He 
may  have  seemed  to  be  somewhat  hostile,  his  cross-examina- 
tion was  perhaps  a  little  severe,  but  behind  the  frowning 
countenance  he  could  assure  them  there  was  always  the 
smiling  face.  ("  Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.)  Certain  highly 
coloured  statements — not  always  strictly  true — were  before 
the  Committee,  and  if  I  seemed  to  be  the  devil's  advocate 
I  was  all  the  time  as  good  a  friend  as  any,"  said  Dr. 
Thorpe.  Referring  then  to  the  unique  opportunities  which 
he  had  of  being  in  touch  with  every  public  department  and 
seeing  how  the  duties  of  the  Civil  Service  are  discharged, 
he  stated  that  the  Civil  Service  of  this  country  is  at  a  state 
of  which  the  country  may  be  proud.  It  is  the  envy  of 
every  civilised  nation  of  the  world.  One  can  point  to  a 
personnel,  to  a  tradition,  and  to  an  unwritten  code  of 
conduct  which  is  the  envy  of  every  country.  It  was  a 
pleasure  for  him  to  be  able  to  give  some  slight  indication 
of  the  gratitude  he  felt  for  the  way  the  departments  dis- 
charged their  services  to  the  State.    (Hear,  hear.) 

"  The  Health  of  the  Chairman." 
Mr.  Walter  F.  Reid,  rising  when  Dr.  Thorpe  sat  down, 
said  there  was  one  duty  the  company  should  discharge  before 
dispersing — that  was  to  drink  the  health  of  Mr.  Unvney, 
their  Chairman,  and  to  thank  him  and  the  committee  who 
had  arranged  the  dinner  for  their  excellent  services.  He 
congratulated  all  on  the  eminent  success  of  their  efforts. 
The  toast  was  given  with  "  He's  a  jolly  good  fellow,"  led  by 
Mr.  Tyrer ;  and  Mr.  Umney,  in  a  brief  reply,  expressed  his 
gratification  that  everything  had  gone  ?o  well,  this  pre- 
saging, he  hoped,  success  to  the  new  industrial  alcohol 
arrangements  with  which  their  guest  had  so  much  to  do. 
The  members  of  the  company  then  shook  hands  with  the 
Chairman  and  Mr.  Tyrer,  this  closing  a  memorable  occasion 
and  an  historic  event. 


General  flfeeoical  Council. 


Mr.  Jones. 


THE  spring  meeting  of  the  Council  was  concluded  on 
Saturday,  May  27.  The  report  of  the  proceedings  in 
our  last  issue  covered  the  meeting  up  to  Thursday  morning, 
when  the  consideration  of 

Penal  Cases 

was  resumed.  First  the  Council  removed  from  the  Medical 
Register  the  name  of  Alexander  C.  Mc Arthur,  M.B.,  CM., 
Grafton  River,  N.S.W.,  for  abusing  his  position  as  a 
medical  man  by  eloping  with  a  patient,  a  married  woman, 
whom  he  had  been  and  was  at  the  time  attending  pro- 
fessionally. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Wm.  Jones,  dentist  [and  chemist  and 
druggist],  Arcade,  Lord  Street,  Liverpool,  next  came  up. 
The  Dental  Committee  reported  that  Mr.  Jones  had  sought 
to  attract  business  by  a  system  of 
extensive  public  advertisements  of 
an  objectionable  character,  contain- 
ing his  name,  address,  and  qualifica- 
tions, praising  his  own  professional  /  ^ 
skill  and  preparations,  instituting 
comparisons  between  his  own  work  j^stj^x  ,'' 
and  that  of  other  practitioners,  and  T  ■ 
claiming  superiority  over  other 
practitioners  and  depreciating  their 
work.  At  the  inquiry  held  by  the , 
committee,  Mr.  Jones  had  promised 
to  withdraw  the  advertisements ' 
complained  of.  and  Mr.  Hugo 
Young,  K.C.,  now  repeated  to  the  Council  the  readiness 
of  his  client  to  bring  himself  into  line  with  their  regula- 
tions, and  urged  that  he  had  erred  through  inadvertence 
and  want  of  taste,  which  did  not  constitute  infamous 
conduct.  Mr.  Turner,  who  represented  the  British  Dental 
Association,  declared  that  Mr.  Jones  was  endeavouring  to 
be  both  a  tradesman  and  a  professional  man,  and  if  he 
were  granted  the  period  he  asked  for  to  amend  or  with- 
draw his  advertisements,  it  would  be  a  tacit  acknowledg- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Council  that  they  approved  of  them. 
The  Council  showed  that  they  did  not  approve  by  informing 
Mr.  Jones,  after  consideration  of  the  case  in  camera,  that 
his  name  would  be  struck  off  the  Register. 

The  third  case  was  that  of  Herbert  Du  Cane,  L.S.A., 
56  Bolton  Road,  Darwen,  Lanes,  who  was  charged  with 
abusing  his  position  as  a  medical  man  by  committing  adul- 
tery with  a  patient — namely,  Mrs.  Taylor,  a  married  woman, 
whom  he  had  been  and  was  attending  professionally.  This 
case  had  been  postponed  from  last  session  on  the  ground 
that  Mr.  Du  Cane,  who  had  taken  a  position  as  ship's 
doctor  and  was  in  Australia,  had  not  received  the  Council's 
notice  in  time  to  attend.  He  is  still  in  Australia,  but  was 
represented  by  Mr.  Ellis  Griffith,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  W.  C. 
Danckwerts,  K.C.  The  evidence  submitted  included  a 
declaration  by  Mr.  William  Standing,  chemist,  Darwen, 
who  made  up  respondent's  prescriptions,  all  going  to  show 
that  it  was  while  he  was  attending  Mrs  Taylor  profession- 
ally that  Mr.  Du  Cane  committed  the  offence.  The  Council 
decided  that  Mr.  Du  Cane's  name  must  be  erased. 

The  Report  of  the  Pharmacopceia  Committee 
was  the  first  item  of  interest  to  our  readers  brought  up  on 
Friday.    Dr.  Norman  Moore  submitted  the  report,  which 
was  signed  by  Dr.  MacAlister,  and  adopted  without  com- 
ment.   It  was  as  follows  : 

From  November  22,  1904,  to  May  23,  1905,  the  sales  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  (1898)  were  532  copies,  and  of  the 
Addendum  (1900)  14  copies.  Thus,  up  to  May  23,  1905, 
36,434  copies  of  the  Pharmacopceia  and  4,407  copies  of  the 
Addendum  (including  the  Government  of  India  edition) 
have  been  sold.  The  stock  remaining  in  hand  of  the  Phar- 
macopceia is  597  copies,  and  of  the  Addendum  987  copies. 
Before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  the  stock  of  the 
former  must  therefore  be  replenished,  and  the  Committee 
recommend  that  the  President  be  authorised  to  direct  the 
printing  of  an  impression  of  3,000  copies.  It  has  already 
been  found  economical  to  print  a  large  number  of  copies  at 
one  time. 

The  Committee  desire  to  record  their  sense  of  the  loss  they 
have  sustained  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Tichborne,  whose  keen 
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interest  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  and  whose  personal  labours 
for  its  improvement  wore  greatly  valued  by  his  colleagues. 

During  the  past  year  the  Committee  have  had  under  con- 
sideration the  question  of  organising,  in  a  more  systematic 
fashion  than  his  hitherto  been  adopted,  the  various  inquiries 
and  researches  that  are  still  necessary  in  connection  with 
the  revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  After  full  discussion, 
the  Committee  decided  that  it  was  expedient  to  institute 
expert  committees  of  reference  in  pharmacy,  chemistry, 
botany,  and  other  branches,  as  need  arose,  to  which  ques- 
tions relating  to  their  respective  departments  might  be 
referred  for  investigation  and  report.  As  regards  the  Com- 
mittee of  Reference  in  Pharmacy,  whose  assistance  was 
required  at  once,  it  was  agreed,  following  to  a  certain  extent 
the  existing  precedents,  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
should  be  invited,  through  their  Councils  acting  jointly,  to 
nominate  a  number  of  expert  pharmacists  for  appointment 
by  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee.  This  invitation  was 
courteously  responded  to  by  the  two  Councils,  and  their 
joint  nominations,  which  were  representative  of  all  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  were  at  once  accepted  by  the  Com- 
mittee. The  members  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Conference, 
Mr.  Walter  Hills,  Dr.  Inglis  Clark,  and  Mr.  Beggs,  who 
have  materially  assisted  the  Committee  for  several  years 
past,  were  then  added  as  additional  members.  To  the  body 
of  experts  so  appointed,  and  now  at  work,  various  questions 
bearing  on  the  improvement  of  pharmacopceial  pharmacy  in 
general  have  been  referred,  and  a  sum  not  exceeding  100/. 
a  year  has  been  set  apart  towards  meeting  its  expenses. 
At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Reference  on 
Pharmacy,  which  was  held  on  February  23,  Mr.  Walter 
Hills  was  chosen  as  Chairman  and  Professor  Greenish  was 
appointed  Secretary.  At  this  meeting  the  President  and 
Dr.  Tirard,  Secretary  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee, 
were  present,  and  gave  explanations  as  to  the  inquiries 
contemplated  and  the  methods  suggested. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  propose,  in  accordance 
with  their  practice  since  1898,  to  publish  the  expert  reports 
received  from  time  to  time  from  the  referees,  in  order  that 
they  may  derive  information  from  any  criticisms  or  sugges- 
tions which  such  publication  may  call  forth.  The  Com- 
mittee, who  by  the  standing  orders  have  charge  on  behalf  of 
the  Council  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  preparation  and 
publication  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  think  it  desirable  to  state 
that  they  reserve  their  full  freedom  of  action  as  to  the 
adoption  or  modification  of  any  proposals  that  may  be  made 
to  them  by  any  of  their  committees  of  reference. 

The  special  acknowledgments  of  the  Committee  and  of 
the  Council  are  due  to  the  Councils  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Societies  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Ireland  for  the  prompti- 
tude and  goodwill  with  which  they  have  afforded  the  valu- 
able assistance  desired  of  them  in  regard  to  the  formation 
of  the  Committee  in  Pharmacy. 

A  number  of  useful  gifts  of  books  and  pamphlets  have 
been  received  for  the  Council's  reference  library,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  Committee  have  been  conveyed  to  the  donors. 
There  remain,  however,  numerous  lacunae,  regarding  which 
Dr.  Norman  Moore  will  be  glad  to  give  information  to 
members  of  the  Council  who  may  be  interested. 

Dental  Matters. 

The  report  from  the  Dental  Education  and  Examination 
Committee  was  received  and  entered,  and  the  recommenda- 
tion adopted  that  the  Licences  in  Dental  Science  of  the 
Universities  of  Dublin  and  Victoria  (Manchester)  be 
accepted  for  registration.  The  further  recommendation 
was  also  adopted  that  the  degrees  granted  by  the  same 
Universities  in  dental  science  and  surgery,  which  are  on  the 
same  plane  as  degrees  in  medicine,  be  recognised  for  entry 
upon  the  Dentists'  Register  as  "  additional  diplomas."  It  was 
agreed  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  legal  adviser  as  to  whether 
such  degrees  are  registrable  as  primary  qualifications  to 
practise  dentistry. 

Too  Much  Examination. 

The  Education  Committee,  in  accordance  with  a  resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  Council  last  session,  had  been  collecting 
information  on  the  question  of  the  possibility  of  including 
certain  subjects  in  the  curriculum  without  requiring  ex- 
aminations in  them.  Little,  however,  has  been  gathered 
save  the  fact  that  the  examination  of  students  abroad  is 
almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  those  who  have  taught  them. 
Dr.  Heath,  of  the  Education  Department,  had  made  the 
suggestive  remark  that  "  the  only  real  parallel  to  the  methods 
pursued  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  the  examination  system 
of  China." 


A  Decreased  Deficit. 

The  finance  report  was  a  subject  of  congratulation  to  the 
treasurer,  Dr.  Pye-Smith,  and  gave  general  satisfaction. 
The  deficit  for  the  year  is  only  218?.,  the  first  time  that  the 
deficit  has  not  exceeded  a  thousand  pounds  since  1895,  with 
the  exception  of  1898,  when  the  "  Pharmacopoeia"  was  pub- 
lished, and  the  receipts  thereby  abnormally  increased.  The 
"  Pharmacopoeia"  accounts  show  that  the  iunds  from  which 
the  expense  of  publishing  the  next  "Pharmacopoeia"  will 
be  met  are  increasing  at  the  rate  of  about  200/.  a  year.  It 
should  be  remembered,  said  the  Treasurer  at  the  conclusion 
of  his  report,  that  the  assembly  and  dispersal  of  the  Council, 
exclusive  of  all  fees  for  attendance,  costs  350/.,  and  that 
hotel  expenses  and  attendance  fees  come  to  200/.  a  day,  or 
16s.  8fZ.  a  minute  for  the  four  hours  the  daily  session  lasts. 

Warning  to  Advertisers. 

The  British  Medical  Association  had  sent  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Council  asking  them  to  consider  the  desirability 
of  issuing  a  general  notice  to  medical  practitioners  with 
regard  to  the  practices  of  canvassing  and  advertising  for 
patients.  Cases,  it  was  said,  are  constantly  brought  before 
them,  and  the  reply  is  that  the  practitioner  is  not  aware  that 
there  is  any  objection  to  canvassing  and  advertising.  The 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Council  with  regard  to  the  em- 
ployment of  unqualified  assistants,  and  association  with 
medical-aid  societies,  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  pro- 
fession, and  these  precedents  may,  the  Association  con- 
sidered, be  followed  with  advantage.  The  communication 
was  remitted  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Direct  Representation. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  Brown  that  the  remuneration  of  the 
Council  be  three  guineas  a  day  instead  of  five  met  with  only 
one  supporter.    On  Saturday  he  moved — 

That  representations  be  made  to  the  Privy  Council  that 
the  time  has  arrived  when  the  number  of  direct  representa- 
tives for  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  should  be  in- 
creased to  the  maximum  number  permitted  bv  the  Medical 
Act,  1886. 

Mr.  Brown  quoted  statistics  showing  that  since  the  Act  cf 
1886  the  number  of  medical  practitioners  in  England  and 
Wales  has  increased  by  7,000,  in  Scotland  they  have  more 
than  doubled,  the  increase  throughout  the  United  Kingdom 
being  50  per  cent.  The  other  direct  representatives  sup- 
ported the  motion — viz.,  Sir  Victor  Horsley,  Mr.  Jackson, 
Dr.  Bruce,  and  Sir  Wm.  Thomson.  After  a  long  debate  the 
moticn  was  lost  by  18  to  10,  five  not  voting. 

Students'  Registration-fee. 

The  motion  by  Dr.  Mackay,  seconded  by  Dr.  Lindsay 
Steven,  that  it  be  remitted  to  the  Education  Committee  to 
take  into  consideration  the  suggestion  made  by  the  President 
in  his  opening  address,  that  a  small  fee  might  be  charged 
with  advantage  for  students'  registration,  was  opposed  by 
Dr.  Norman  Moore.  The  Royal  Colleges,  in  their  desire  to 
maintain  their  independence  in  the  matter  of  medical  educa- 
tion, have  dispensed  with  registration,  and  Dr.  Moore 
declared  that  by  charging  a  fee  the  Council  would  be  taking 
advantage  of  its  position  and  making  use  of  the  false  im- 
pression the  public  has  that  registration  is  necessary.  Other 
members,  including  Sir  John  Tuke,  were  doubtful  whether 
the  Council  is  legally  justified  in  exacting  a  fee.  Sir  Wm. 
Turner  said  that  though  certain  bodies  have  broken  away 
from  the  Council  the  great  bulk  of  medical  authorities  are  in 
harmony  with  it  arid  require  registration.  This  registra- 
tion, to  which  the  Council  has  alwajrs  attached  the  utmost 
importance,  involves  an  annual  expenditure  of  400/.,  and  he 
considered  the  Council  is  quite  justified  in  exacting  a  small 
fee  as  a  matter  of  office  administration.  The  President 
added  that  he  did  not  intend  his  remark  to  be  the  basis  of 
any  action  this  session ;  he  only  wished  the  subject  to  be 
ventilated.  The  motion  only  committed  them  to  refer  the 
matter  to  committee.  The  motion  on  this  reassurance  was 
passed. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  committee 
and  other  formalities,  and  concluded  its  business  on  Satur- 
day after  a  sitting  of  only  five  days,  an  almost  unparalleled 
thing  and  certainly  one  that  has  not  happened  for  the  last 
ten  years.  More  than  once  during  that  time  the  business 
has  been  spread  over  nine  and  ten  days. 


